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It is a pleasure to announce that the Town of 
Colesville recently received notification that the 
FY 2009 Small Cities Community Block Grant ap-
plication was successful.

The Town was awarded $400,000.00 from the 
New York State Office of Community Renewal for 
housing rehabilitation throughout the Town. The 
rehabilitation program will provide grant funds 
to rehabilitate income-eligible, owner-occupied 
properties. This is the Town’s second CDBG for 
this purpose. Thoma Development Consultants of 
Cortland, New York prepared the application for 
the Town.

The focus of the program is to correct health, 
safety and other housing deficiencies including 
roofs; foundations; heating, electrical and plumb-
ing systems; windows and doors; painting; insula-
tion and weatherization; and lead-based paint, to 
name a few. It is estimated that 14 homes will be 
able to be rehabilitated with the $400,000 in grant 

funds. Properties with the most serious housing 
problems, in tandem with the lowest incomes, will 
be prioritized for assistance.

In order to be eligible for assistance, you must 
be a homeowner in the Town and have a total gross 
income less than the amounts shown below. Eligi-
ble homeowners may receive 100% of the project 
cost as a deferred payment loan. No repayments 
are required on this loan and it is completely for-
given if the owner resides in the structure for five 
(5) years. If the owner moves or sells the property 
prior to five (5) years, a portion of the loan will 
need to be repaid.

Applications for the program are expected to 
be available in late November. In the meantime, 
if you are interested and feel you may be eligible 
for the program, you may contact the Town Clerk’s 
office (693-1174) and leave your name, telephone 
number and address and a formal application will 
be sent to you when they are available.

Program Income Limits

Family Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Maximum $32,850     37,500    42,200    46,900    50,650    54,400     58,150   61,900 
Income 
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Craft Shop in the Eastern Broome Sr. 
Center

  by Mary Ann Oliver

  We’re getting ready for the winter season 
and the holidays at the Craft Shop in the Eastern 
Broome Sr. Center.  We’re located on Rte. 79 just a 
bit  south of  Harpursville and situated between the 
Headstart  and Norma Apartment buildings.  Our 
shop is crammed full of quite an assortment of items 
all made by our Seniors and a few  folks “practic-
ing” to be Srs.!  We have jewelry, wall hangings, 
center pieces, gorgeous wreaths, afghans, blankets, 
quilts,  lots and lots of baby items including cloth 
books, sweater sets, burp cloths, receiving blan-
kets, and  teddy bears, dolls and such.   The work-
manship is superb.  Books by local authors are 
available, too.  By the Way by Fran Bromley, a his-
tory of Colesville, the Doraville Cookbook, Robert 
Harpur’ s New York by Anne Herbert and a couple 
of others are on the shelves.   It’s best to just stop in 
and look around; you’ll be very surprised at what 
you’ll find.  Our prices won’t break your budget, 
there is no sales tax and all the items are American 
made!  We will put items on lay away and once in 
a while if someone has a special request for an item 
and one of us can fill the request, we’ll be happy 
to do so.

     Several months ago a few of us thought it 
would be nice to start a craft group.  Each of us 
would bring in whatever we were working on and 
visit over coffee.  We requested a sewing machine 
to use so we wouldn’t have to lug ours around.  
Well, at the moment we have five of them- - - -all 
donated!  A Craft Room was made available to us.  
We use it every Wednesday from 9 a.m. till around 
11:30 which is lunch time.  We’d like to have more 
people join us.  We sew, knit, crochet, etc.  If you’d 
care to join us, just drop in.    We’re all very pleased 
to have a place where we can gather and learn. We 
will take donations of yarn and fabric.  If we can’t 
use it, we’ll pass it on to folks who can.

On Thursdays the room is used for painting 
classes which are taught by Fran Bromley.

There will be a Craft Fair on  Sat., Nov. 7th.  
The shop will be open that day in addition to the 
vendors.  We’ll be looking forward to seeing some 
new faces and, of course, the familiar ones!  We’ll 
be there from 10 till 3. 

Several times a year the shop gets a thorough 
going over due to the change of seasons and the 
sale of the merchandise.  Special thanks go out 
to Barbara Van Winkler and her daughter, Debbie 
Warren, for all they do in keeping things in shape 
and up to snuff.   Barb also works with me in taking 
care of the paperwork and all that goes in running 
the shop.

Supervisor’s Notes

by Ed Mosher

Free Alert Service Available To You

The NY State Emergency Management Of-
fice has developed NY-ALERT, a comprehensive, 
state–of-the-art alert and notification system for 
you to receive emergency information.

You may subscribe to NY-ALERT free of 
charge and receive emergency information for any 
jurisdiction you choose (hometown, work location, 
vacation spot, etc.)

NY-ALERT information may be communi-
cated through your home phone, cellular phone, 
email, pagers, etc. 

To subscribe to NY-ALERT visit  www.nyalert.
gov  or call 1-888-697-6972.
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Eastern Broome Senior Center

by the Staff & Seniors
of the Eastern Broome Senior Center

Hello to all in the Colesville Community! We 
just wanted to take a few moments to thank ev-
eryone for their participation in the senior center 
this past spring and summer. As fall and winter 
approach we will continue planning activities and 
programs of interest to serve our community.

We hope you enjoyed the variety of programs, 
services, nutritional meals and trips offered. Again, 
the staff here would just like to thank all our won-
derful volunteers who help make the center func-
tion effectively as they perform such tasks as recep-
tion, meal service, phone calling, tending our craft 
shop, teaching classes, holding elected positions,  
etc. You are so needed! We sure want to thank all 
our folks in the community also. Our community 
advisory council is a wonderful source of inspira-
tion and support. They challenge us to be innova-
tive in our ideas and programs-thank you.

We offer a special “thank-you” to our local 
Belden Hill campers and campground owner Joe 
DiVito for his rally of support and participation for 
our Tuesday morning breakfast program. We hope 
you all enjoyed coming as much as we enjoyed 
having you and we look forward to your return 
next spring! The senior center invites all campers 
and residents in the surrounding communities to 
enjoy the convenience of “eating-out” locally and 
affordably with a good nutritional meal. We are 
pleased to now offer a “Tuesday Take-Out” chef 
salad complete with dessert so that you may enjoy 
a nice filling breakfast with friends and have sup-
per taken care of, too! We’re told these salads are a 
real meal! Call us ahead, if you like, and we’ll have 
one ready for you to pick up and go.

Looking forward to fall and winter, we invite 
you to stop in for our schedule of upcoming events, 
our newsletter, the Office for Aging Senior News, 

and if it’s your first visit to the center- a welcome 
packet with gift meal coupon. We invite you to get 
a start on your holiday shopping with our annual 
Craft Fair on Saturday, November 7th from 10 to 
3p.m. There will be lots of local talent displayed 
here and we are offering refreshments,  so please 
come by and visit. If you’re busy during the week, 
here’s your opportunity to check out the center. We 
know you’ll enjoy our evening dining and enter-
tainment on Thursday, November 12th at 4:00 p.m. 
with entertainment by Naturalist Rick Marsi defi-
nitely one of our favorites. Give us a call as soon as 
possible,-we “fill-up” fast.

December is always a fun time with all our 
Holiday events and decorations. We start the sea-
son with our special Holiday breakfast on Tuesday, 
December 8th at 8:00a.m. to 10:00a.m. and contin-
ue the festivities to our New Year’s Eve luncheon 
with live music.

After the first of the year-we’ll be enjoying 
some cozy times in those cold winter months. It’s 
a great time to get out of the house and enjoy the 
warmth of friendship. We will be enjoying our an-
nual Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser and maybe even 
a “Winter Picnic”! Interested? Come by and be 
sure to share your ideas with us for what programs, 
crafts, and events are of interest to you, we’ll do all 
we can to meet your needs!
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Tunnel Post Office

by Pam Brown, Post Master

On August 11, 2009, the hamlet of Tunnel, NY, 
celebrated the 140th anniversary of the Railroad 
Battle at Tunnel.  The USPS featured a Pictorial 
Cancellation of a steam engine and coal car.  Ap-
proximately 250 people enjoyed the evening with 
music by “Hailey & Shawn”. Hot dogs and cold 
drinks were served by the Colesville Historical 
Advisory’s committee.  Mr. Goodnough of the 
Susquehanna Valley Railway Historical Society 
had a nice display of D&H memorabilia, plus I had 
the pictures and articles on the historical battle, and 
other local history.

Ruth Ann White and Quintin Bullis display their homemade train 
cakes used to commemorate trains going through Tunnel.

Jack and Esther Greene are getting their envelopes stamped by 
postmaster Pan Brown on the 140th anniversary of the Railroad 
Battle at Tunnel.

Dorothy Bullis donated her artistic stained glass train engine for 
the Tunnel Days raffle.

Tunnel, West End

Tunnel Station and Cheese Factory before 1911
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Colesville Super Celebration

The Colesville Super Celebration that was held 
on Saturday, July 11th, was a big success thanks 
to Donna Gurney. Donna was able to coordinate 
vendors, parades, bonfires, contests, games, food, 
fireworks and much more in a one day event at the 
American Legion grounds in Harpursville.

Donna had to work against great odds, rain, 
wind; even the electricity went out for a while. 
Nothing fazed her, the celebration went on and ev-
eryone had a great time. Thank you, Donna!

The Super Celebration’s bonfire is enjoyed by all.

Donna Gurney at Karla’s Country Kitchen vendor.  Tim & Karla 
Raymond and Lucas serve up an order of freshly cut french fries.

Shawn Hawkins and Hailey Wiggins play guitar and sing at the 
Super Celebration’s bonfire.

Jamie Van Abs rides a four-wheeler in the Super Celebration 
parade.
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West Colesville Fire Company

by Mike Ballard

It has been a busy year for the West Colesville 
Fire Company.  We began the planning process for 
adding an addition to our station.  This project is 
necessary in order for us to purchase newer fire ap-
paratus in the future.  Over the past year, we have 
been searching for a suitable replacement for our 
1976 Mack pumper.  We are looking to replace it 
with a used piece and have found many suitable 
trucks, unfortunately, the trucks that meet our needs 
are too long and will not fit in the current station. 
Today’s apparatus are built bigger and longer to fa-
cilitate equipment and staffing capacity.  We hope to 
have the addition completed in the Spring of 2010. 

Starting in August, the West Colesville Fire 
Company began the process of implementing an 
Explorer Post in an effort to try and boost our mem-
bership. With this program, explorer members will 
train side by side with the other members of the 
company learning the skills needed to be a firefight-
er.  This is a great opportunity for today’s youth to 
be a part of a community organization, help their 
neighbors, build lifelong relationships and even 
gain experience for future career opportunities.  

Ouaquaga Fire Company

by Harry Cook, Chief

After months of waiting our new Pumper-tank-
er is finally here and in service!  It was manufac-
tured by Southern Fire out of South Carolina. It fea-
tures a 2010 international chassis 5 man cab with a 
1,000 gallon a minute pump and an 18,000 gallon 
tank. It also carries a 2,000 gallon folding pond on 
the side.  We are planning a wet down party for it 
shortly.  Our 1993 freightliner engine will be going 
out shortly to be repainted so it will look like new 

Mike Ballard presents Paul Powell with a plaque congratulating 
him on his 30 years with the West Colesville Fire Company.

This could also be a chance for parents and their 
children to share an activity together (parents are 
welcome and encouraged to join as members too!)  
If you or someone you know may be interested, 
please stop at our station any Tuesday evening from 
7pm-9pm.   This program is open to anyone who is 
at least 14 years of age and is not limited to those 
who live in West Colesville.  All of our town fire 
companies are in need of new membership. 

On a final note, summer has come to an end 
and with that comes colder temperatures and use 
of heating appliances.   Please be sure to clean all 
of your heating systems before using them for the 
season.        

again.  The 1984 American La France engine we 
have now may soon be replaced by a 1993 Ameri-
can La France engine that we will be getting from 
Suffern Fire Department if the deal goes through.

The boat launch and the hydrant system that 
was installed when the new bridge was built is a 
welcome addition to our fire district and works well. 

 I want to ask the property owners to please trim 
limbs and branches along driveways so we don’t 
damage our trucks if we are asked to use them.  The 
driveways are also the property owners responsibil-
ity to maintain so they are accessible to our heavy 
vehicles.Please help us out by making them acces-
sible to us!
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Sanitaria Springs Fire Company

by Chuck Rogers

We will be holding our annual Turkey Party on 
Saturday, November 7th.  Last years Turkey Party 
was a big success.    We hope to see everyone there.

2009 Fire Officers:
Chief Alan LaClair
First Assistant Chief  Chuck Rogers
Second Assistant Chief  Dale Holbert
Third Assistant Chief Joe LaClair
Captain  Jason Fletcher
First Lieutenant  Jonah Bixby
Second Lieutenant  Michelle Ross
Med Team Captain  Joe LaClair

Marge Spear sells raffle tickets at the Sanitaria Springs Fire 
Company Chicken Barbeque.

If you might be interested in joining our or-
ganization or just helping out at one of our many 
functions, please call Alan LaClair at 624-1418 or 
Chuck Rogers at 321-1399.

RIVERVIEW CEMETERY 
ASSOCIATION

by Janet McKnight 

The Capital Improvement committee is already 
starting to plan for fund raisers for 2010.

We will begin next spring with another plant 
sale for Mother’s Day and Memorial Day. More 
details will be available later. We also have high 
quality American Flags on hand to sell anytime. 
They are 3’x5’ nylon with embroidered stars and 
are made in the USA. They sell for $21.00. To buy 
a flag, call Jan McKnight at 693-1092. 

We would like to thank the Beagell brothers for 
the pea gravel they spread in the driveway by the 
vault when it was so badly needed. 

As we all know, we have had an abundance 
of rain this spring and summer. We would like to 
thank Jim Krovak for trying so hard to keep the 
grass mowed and the trimming done between the 
many rain storms.

One of the projects that needs to be completed 
in 2010 is a new roof on the vault. We will also 

continue to raise funds to complete the fence on the 
roadside of the cemetery.

The donations that were made were greatly ap-
preciated. If you would like to make a donation, 
you can make checks payable to: Riverview Cem-
etery Capital Improvements. 

Mail your check to: 

Janet McKnight
276 Centervillage Loop
Harpursville, NY 13787

or
Wanda Russell

2489 Colesville Rd.
Harpursville, NY 13787

Anyone interested in purchasing a family or in-
dividual plot at Riverview Cemetery can contact 
Ambrose Madden at 693-1151 (daytime) or Terry 
Livingston at 693-1984. They will set up a time to 
meet with you to discuss the options available.

aaaaa



8 • Town of Colesville News and Notes • Fall, 2009

Historian’s News

by Val LaClair Town Historian

The Colesville Summer Concerts were once 
again a huge success. Thanks to Jim Dalpiaz who 
was able to schedule a wonderful variety of mu-
sical groups with something for everyone’s taste. 
Thanks to Bob Guley for a job well done with post-
ers, changing the sign by the gazebo, especially 
when I called him to change the sign for relocating 
the concert to the Colesville Ambulance building, 
and for setting up chairs and equipment as needed. 
Due to the threat of rain and thunder showers three 
of the concerts were held in the Colesville Ambu-
lance building.  I thank you for letting us use it, es-
pecially Kathy and Roger Merrill who opened the 
station for us. The refreshments groups did a fabu-
lous job of sweetening the audience. Most of all a 
big thank you to the Town of Colesville for making 
all of this possible. Many people enjoy these Sun-
day evenings.

“Famines, Fires and Festivals”, a History of 
Colesville, written by R Leone Jacobs, has been 
reprinted by the Old Onaquaga Historical Society 
and the Colesville Historian’s Advisory Commit-
tee. It is available for $10.00 at the Colesville Town 

Clerk Office, Nineveh Library, St Luke’s Church, 
and the Eastern Broome Senior Center. There is 
also an index available for $.50 for the first book 
printing.

The Historian’s Advisory Committee gave a 
scholarship award in memory of Mary Ann Throup 
and Don Olin. The recipient was Amber Reigel.

The Doraville Schoolhouse was open and well 
attended on Memorial Day and on July 11th for 
the Super Celebration. The Schoolhouse is gladly 
opened by appointment.

The Colesville Historian’s Advisory Commit-
tee meetings are held at 7:30 at the Town Hall on 
the 2nd Monday of the month except for December, 
January, and February. Anyone interested in local 
history is always welcome. Some of the programs 
were: The Little House Outback - Outhouses, by 
Bud Kaiser, “This From George” - letters from a 
Civil War soldier by Eileen Patch, local stories by 
storyteller, Eileen Ruggieri, Mormans by Charles 
Decker, Civil War by Nancy Bromley, Sanitaria 
Springs by Linda Myers, and Front Street in Bing-
hamton by Alice Ruby. Come and join us.

I am always looking for pictures and informa-
tion. I do not need originals; I can make copies and 
return the originals.

“The Stoutmen” serenade the crowd during the Sunday evening concerts at the Gazebo.
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North Colesville 

Harpursville Youth Civic
Association

by Doug Rhodes
The Harpursville Youth Civic Association 

(HYCA) sponsors the following youth programs:
- Girls Softball, two divisions, ages 8-9 and 
 ages10-12
- Babe Ruth Baseball, ages 13 to 16
- Girls Basketball, grades 3 thru 6
- Boys Basketball, grades 3 thru 6
- Pee Wee Cheerleading, ages 7 – 9,
 ages 10 – 12
- Flag Football, ages 5 – 6
- Pee Wee Football, two divisions, ages 7 – 9, 
 and ages 10 – 12
In addition the HYCA has developed its prop-

erty with a pavilion and field for softball. The soft-
ball field’s also used in the fall for the Pee Wee 

football program until the upper field next to the 
pavilion can be developed for football. Additional 
plans are to add electric, running water, lavatory fa-
cilities, storage building, and a concession area in 
the pavilion. Fencing along the drive to the HYCA 
property/fields, a football field, soccer field, and a 
public walkway are also in the plan.

A website (HYCA.webs.com) has been devel-
oped in order for the public to obtain HYCA in-
formation. Information on the Civic is also being 
developed within the Town of Colesville website,  
HYPERLINK “http://www.townofcolesville.org/” 
www.townofcolesville.org.

 As with all the clubs and organizations within 
the Town of Colesville, we welcome new members. 
Currently the board is operated with seven board 
members. New members generate new ideas, ad-
ditional knowledge and of course club expansion, 
so give us a try.   

The Civic Association meets at 7:00 pm on the 
first Monday of every month at the Harpursville 
American Legion.  If you are interested in becom-
ing a member of the organization, please stop by. 
If you have any questions, concerns, or ideas re-
garding the Civic Association, please feel free to 
call John Adams, President, 693-1512, or Doug 
Rhodes, Treasurer, 693-1255.

North Colesville as the name implies, is located 
on the northern part of the Town of Colesville. It is 
on Route 79, two miles over the hill from Tunnel. 
Before Tunnel developed, North Colesville was 
the same distance from New Ohio as from Tunnel. 
Many of its settlers attended the New Ohio Meth-
odist Church and were buried in the New Ohio 
Cemetery. North Colesville hamlet was settled in 
the early 1800’s by the Watrous brothers.

A pond here was dammed up, and a stream run-
ning from it provided water power for a mill, built 
in 1800. This provided the impetus for other busi-

nesses;  a post office, a blacksmith shop, a grocery 
store and a schoolhouse soon developed.

The North Colesville Grange, a group of local 
farmers, built a store here in 1889. The second floor 
was used for Grange meetings and other commu-
nity socials, dances, and dinners. It survived until 
1954. By this time, North Colesville was no longer 
strictly a farm community as before, so interest in 
the Grange declined.

Businesses now have left, but good neighbors 
are still there.



10 • Town of Colesville News and Notes • Fall, 2009

The Old Onaquaga
Historical Society

Meets at 7:00 PM on the third Monday of the 
month from May through Oct. at the Museum at St. 
Luke’s Church in Harpursville.  Everyone is wel-
come.

Trains

by Fran Bromley

On these cool, clear nights I can hear the whis-
tles from the trains as they pass the village along 
Route 7.  It brought to mind an article I wrote ten 
years ago about trains.  Some of the people who 
told me these stories are no longer with us, but the 
tales live on.  I hope you will enjoy them as much 
as I did.  

During the first half of the 1900’s it was not 
uncommon for people to travel long and short dis-
tances on a train for business or pleasure.  There 
were depots at Center Village, Harpursville, 
Nineveh, Afton, Sanitaria Springs, Tunnel and all 
the other towns along the rail lines.

Maddy Baird was born at Nineveh Junction just 
after the turn of the century.  At the time, her grand-
mother, who was also Bud Jones grandmother, 
lived with the Joneses at “Collington’s Crossing” 
which is between Center Village and Doraville on 
the river road.  There was a passenger train that 
went through daily.  

“Mother and I would get on the train at Nineveh 
Junction” Maddy recalled, “and they would stop 
and let us off at the Jones house near Doraville”

Bud told us the train also stopped at his house 
to take his Grandma to Nineveh.  She would get 
off and visit with her daughter, then when the train 
came back through it would pick her up again.  On 
occasion the railroad personnel were known to pick 
up a bushel of potatoes at Nineveh or Afton and set 
them off at the crossing as they went through.

The Jones home is one of the oldest stand-
ing houses in the area which is still in use.  Har-
ry “Bud” Jones is descended from the Collington 
family.  In the early 1800’s John Collington came 
from Vermont and built a log cabin on the site 
where the present Jones house now stands.  Bud 
said it was moved from up on the bank down to 
where it is now and there have been additions to it.  
Bud, his parents, and John, George, Harry and Hil-
da Jones all lived there before him.  “We got daily 
papers each day, one from Oneonta and one from 
Wilkes-Barre.  When the guys who came up on the 
train were done reading the paper they would put 
a string around it and throw it in our door yard.  
Sometimes, if the snow was deep, we’d find the 
paper in the spring.”

Dick Bromley said his Grandad who was a re-
tired railroad engineer on the Lackawanna, would 
sometimes hitch a ride to Nineveh on the D & H 
with a buddy of his.  “Gramp kept a boat under the 
bridge at Nineveh.  He’d go down and fish all day 
and then he’d walk back up to the “Junction” and 
they would pick him up on their way back.  I think 
it was a milk train”.

That is also the way Bud Jones went to high 
school in Afton.  “I’d walk up to the depot to catch 
the milk train and then take the train back in the 
afternoon”.  

In 1944 Bud boarded the train in Harpursville 
when he left to do his military service.

At one time Bud Lovejoy’s Dad had an ice 
cream store in Harpursville.  A fellow named Gene 
Bunker would drive his buggy up from Center 
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Old Onaquagan Historical Society
Family Membership 
$10.00 per year
Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
Mail with your check to: 
O.O.H.S 
P.O Box 318, 
Harpursville, NY 13787

Village every day to get an ice cream cone.  “He 
would be sound asleep in the buggy when he got 
there but the horse knew where he was going and 
he’d stop.  Gene would buy his ice cream cone, go 
out and get in the buggy and I swear he was asleep 
by the time he got to Center Village.”

He owned a farm down at Stringham Switch, 
which is what local people called the area on the 
east River Road where Ed Oliver now has his farm  
The railroad had double tracks from that point to 
Center Village.  A train could pull off and wait for 
another to pass and then be switched back on to the 
main line.  “Mr. Bunker almost got hit by the train 
when it jumped the track at Center Village bridge 
back in the spring of 1942”, Bud Jones recalled.  
“He was in the road a a railroad car came down and 
just missed him.”  According to Barbara Mathews, 
it was 4:00 in the afternoon, he always called it the 
paper train.  It was just loaded with all kinds of 
papers.”

Bud Jones and his classmates picked up the pa-
pers, big rolls of newsprint and paper towels.  They 
sold them to raise money for their senior class trip.  
“I was on my way home from school.  The engine 
sat down to the right at the end of the Center Village 
Bridge, about where Martins live now.  I walked up 
there, kid fashion, and said, ‘can I climb up with 
you?’ and he said, ‘sure come on up’.  So I went up 
and got in the engine and he said, ‘where you from 
son?’  I told him ‘down at Collingtons Crossing’.  
He said, ‘Oh, I watched your mother grow up and I 
watched you grow up’.  We sat there and talked for 
quite awhile and I had a great time.”

Every night I went back up to the train wreck.  
The train was also carrying canned baked beans and 
brown bread.  Grandma Browns I think.  I didn’t 
get any of them, though.  I picked one up and put 
it in my pocket but I was afraid I’d be caught with 
it so I tossed it in the river.  It was a bad wreck.  
Something like 22 cars crunched into the length of 
three or four.  It jumped the tracks.  I asked the 
engineer, ‘How does that ride down on the ties?’ 

‘Oh, this engine rides better down on the ties than 
that 1200 used to up on the rails, he said, display-
ing his pride in his stalwart machine.’  It was one 
of the double engines, the 1500’s.’  It took months 
to clear it away.”

During World War I there was another train 
wreck.  It was up where Bud Lovejoy was born, at 
Lovejoy’s Crossing, which is just off Route 7, on 
Lovejoy Road.  The cars were loaded with grain.  
The railroad told the farmers in the area that if they 
would clean up the mess they could have all the 
grain for nothing.  Bud’s dad had 3,000 chickens 
and he got enough grain out of the wreck to last 
the whole year.  It didn’t cost him anything to feed 
them.

Trains, which carried mail, news, milk, passen-
gers and just about everything else we have, passed 
through our villages.  And we mustn’t forget the 
Tunnel at the village of Tunnel and its colorful his-
tory...But that is another story.  The importance of 
the railroad in the Town of Colesville was that the 
logo chosen to represent our town for the Bicenten-
nial in 1976 was a rendering of a locomotive.  The 
symbol was created by Angela Bixby of Nineveh 
and was used on posters, stationery and banners 
during the Bicentennial year, but memories of 
trains in Colesville are fading away like the sound 
of the train passing in the night.
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COLESVILLE COMMUNITY 
PANTRY

by Kathy Merrill
  
The pantry is an agency open to all town of 

Colesville community residents. The pantry is 
located in the Colesville Volunteer Ambulance 
Building, the red building, on King Road behind 
the Quickway on route 79.

The pantry is open 10 a.m.-12 p.m. and 4 p.m.-
6 p.m. the first and third Tuesday of each month. 
The only qualifications are that one brings proof 
of residency (a recent electric bill or telephone bill 
with legal address) and a form of identification for 
each member of the household. 

The pantry has been blessed by produce do-
nations from the Frog Pond in Bainbridge again 
this year. Fresh fruit and vegetables are available 
at each pantry through the end of October. Whole-
some cereals, fiber rich beans, low sugar canned 
fruits are provided for people with special dietary 
needs as well as families and senior citizens. You 
do not have to choose between paying bills and 
feeding your families. Healthy children who have 
proper nutrition are able to fight disease more read-
ily. Protect your children by providing nutritious 
food.

Anyone wishing to donate food may call 693-
1228 or 693-2831 to drop off non-perishable goods. 
The pantry wishes to thank the Nineveh Presbyte-
rian Church and the local US Postal Service for the 
food drives they have held for us. If you wish to 
donate monetarily as the pantry is able to purchase 
food for 18 cents a pound (that’s less than a dollar 
for a king size box of cereal), you may send your 
donation to: Colesville Community Pantry, PO 
Box 62, Harpursville, NY 13787.

Nineveh Public Library

by Tracie Livermore

This is the season to check out what’s new 
at the library! We have dozens of great books 
available for you.   The Four County Library 
System has 42 member libraries and offers an 
inter-library loan service, so if you’re in need 
of  a particular book, please request it and we 
will do our very best to get it for you. 

 We have participated in the Bill & Melin-
da Gates Foundation Grant to replace our four 
computers, which are now here and available 
for patron use. Our computers are linked to the 
Internet and can be used for research needs, 
sending emails, or just “surfing” the World Wide 
Web. The library is also hosting a G.E.D. class 
on Thursday nights from 4:00pm to 7:00pm for 
further information please call (607) 639-2811.

Our hours are Monday through Thursday 
12:30 to 7:30, Friday 10:00 to 4:00, and Satur-
day 9:00 to 3:00. We welcome volunteers and 
encourage patron suggestions. Feel free to give 
us a call with any questions or concerns at (607) 
693-1858. 

Roger Merrill is congratulated by Todd Lampman for answering 
169 calls at the Colesville Ambulance Squad luncheon.
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Colesville Volunteer 
Ambulance Service, Inc.

   $5.00 Corporate Family Membership 
   $3.00 Corporate Single Membership
   Donation of _____________

Name___________________________
Address_________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Send to: 
Colesville Ambulance Service, Inc.
Box 62
Harpursville, NY 13787
Attention:Leon Miller

COLESVILLE VOLUNTEER 
AMBULANCE SERVICE, INC.

by Kathy Merrill
     

This summer has been a busy time for the am-
bulance squad. August was especially busy with a 
total of 41 calls of which 23 were Advanced Life 
Support calls. Captain Charles Lampman and his 
wife, training officer Helen Lampman were es-
sential for those calls . The squad’s roster has 6 
drivers and 3 EMT drivers, 1 paramedic, 3 critical 
care, 3 intermediate, 8 EMT’s and 2 CFR’s with 
3 dedicated associate members who keep records 
and organize fund raisers and community parties.

Training is mandatory for all squad members 
and Colesville provided 80.75 hours in-house 
training with 289 attending. This number included 
members of some of the local fire companies.  In 
addition, squad members have attended Continu-
ing Medical Education Programs for recertification 
and other programs presented around the state and 
locally. All of these hours are on their own time as 
well as being on call. 

The building that is 
now mortgage free has 
been used for fund-
raisers for the squad 
and the Harpursville 
Central School band; Headstart parents used it 
for a community information day; Girl and Boy 
Scouts have used it for meetings. Our membership 
has used it for various showers, weddings and fu-
neral dinners. It is also the home for the Colesville 
Community Pantry.

HALLOWEEN will soon be here and the annu-
al party will be held on October 31st from 5p.m.-
9p.m. with free hot dogs, hayrides, candy and 
games. Be watching the sign on Route 79 for ad-
ditional information and flyers in the local stores. 

Volunteering can be very rewarding. If you 
would like to become a squad member as an EMT 
or as a driver, call 693-3379 and leave a message.  
Drivers must have a clean license and be  at least 
25 years old.  For more information ask for  Cap-
tain Lampman when you call. 

 
Steve Knapp burns the mortgage for the Ambulance Squad 
building as squad members look on.



14 • Town of Colesville News and Notes • Fall, 2009

Please check one of the following: 

The address it was sent to was incorrect.
The name(s) on the address label is incor-
rect.
I want to receive the newsletter at the 
following address.
I want to be removed from the 
newsletter mailing list.

Name:_______________________________
____________________________________
Address:_____________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Newsletter Copies

If you are reading this newsletter and  re-
side in the Town and did not receive a 
copy via mail and would like to be added 
to future mailings or would like to be tak-
en off our mailing list,  please call 693-
1174 or complete and return the form to:

     Tomi Stewart Town Clerk
     P.O. Box 27
     Harpursville, N Y 13787

Winter Safety 

by Robert Young, Highway Superintendent

If you are like most people around the area, you 
are asking where did summer go?  Soon it will be 
time to turn our thoughts to dare I say it, “snow!”  
As always, we appreciate everyone’s help in keep-
ing the town’s roadways and shoulders clear of ve-
hicles.  It makes our job easier, and faster if we do 
not need to maneuver around obstacles.

The practice of residents plowing snow into, or 
across town roads, as they clear their driveways, 
is prohibited and dangerous.  It is often difficult, if 
not impossible, for oncoming vehicles to see you.  
In addition, any snow you leave on the road pres-
ents a potential hazard for other drivers, your fel-
low neighbors.

Our hope is for a mild winter.  If however, we 
have accumulated amounts of snow, please keep 
your children away from snow banks along road-
sides. Discourage them from playing or digging 
tunnels in, or near these banks.  This will avoid a 

potentially hazardous situation from arising, when 
town trucks are cleaning and pushing back snow.   

Please help to keep the roads as safe as pos-
sible. Again, if you see a problem, please contact 
the Highway Office at 607-693-1171.

Thank you
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Colesville Volunteer Ambulance Service......693-3379
P.O. Box 62, Harpursville, N Y 13787   
Business Meeting: 1st Wednesday of each month at 8:00  pm
Trainings: 2nd Wednesday and 4th Thursday each month at 
7:00 pm

Colesville Fire District #1...............................693-1454
P.O. Box 245, Harpursville, N Y 13787    
Business Meeting: 1st Monday of each month

Colesville – Windsor Fire District #2............655-1913
P.O. Box  5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting 2nd Sunday, 7:00 pm, Ouaquaga Fire Co.

Ouaquaga Fire Company...............................655-1913
P.O. Box 5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting: 3rd Thursday, 8:00 pm, Ouaquaga 
Fire Co.

MEETING DATES TO REMEMBER

EMERGENCY SERVICES CALENDAR

Colesville Fire Protection District #3:

Harpursville Fire Department ......................693-1454
P.O. Box 98, Harpursville, NY 13787
Business Meeting: 2nd Thursday of each month
Trainings: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm.

Sanitaria Springs Fire Company...................648-2332
811 NY Rte7, Port Crane, N Y 13833,   
Business meeting:1st Monday of each month
Trainings: other Mondays at 7:00 pm

West Colesville Fire Company.......................693-1001
1305 Colesville Rd. Binghamton, NY 13905  
Business meetings: 2nd Tuesday of each month, 8:00 pm
Training: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm

Town Board Meeting: 1st Thursday, 7:30 pm, Town Hall

Planning Board: 2nd Wednesday, 7:30 pm, Town Hall

Zoning Board of Appeals: 3rd Thursday, 7:30 pm, Town Hall

American Legion: 2nd Tuesday, 7:00 pm, American Legion

American Legion Auxiliary: 1st Tuesday, 7:00 pm,  American Legion

Sons of American Legion: 3rd Thursday, 7:00 pm, American Legion

Colesville Historian Advisory Committee: 2nd Monday, 7:30 pm, Town Hall

Colesville Youth Commission: 3rd Wednesday, 7:00 pm, Town Hall

Eastern Broome Nutrition Center: Monday – Friday, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm, Senior Center

Harpursville Board of Education: 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:00 pm, Elementary School

Harpursville Youth Baseball: 2nd Sunday, 7:00 pm, American Legion

Harpursville Youth Civic Association, Inc.: 1st Monday, 7:00pm, American Legion

Nineveh Public Library Board Meetings: 2nd Monday,  7: 30 pm, on alternate months

Old Ouaquaga Historical Society, 3rd Monday, 7:30 pm, St. Luke’s Museum



The Town of Colesville Newsletter is published twice a year: Spring and Fall. 
This  is our 42nd edition. If you have any questions or suggestions,  

please contact the editors, Margaret Wicks or Ed Mosher. 
Special thanks to Eastern Broome Senior Center for  putting  it together.
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TOWN OF COLESVILLE 
780 Welton Street
Harpursville, N Y 13787
www.townofcolesville.org

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

DIRECTORY

Supervisor, Ed Mosher................................693-1794 (Office) 
P.O. Box 421, Harpursville, NY 1378Ω       693-1647 (Home) 
colesvillesuperviosr@echoes.net

Town Clerk, Tomi Stewart........................................693-1174
P.O. Box 27,  Harpursville, NY 13787   
colesvilleclerk@echoes.net

Town Council
Margaret Wicks, Deputy Supervisor..........................693-2367 
Glenn Winsor.............................................................693-2582 
Michael Olin..............................................................655-2351
Stephen Flagg............................................................725-7160

Highway Superintendent Robert Young.................693-1171
789 Welton Street, Harpursville, NY 13787  
robertyn6@aol.com

Enforcement Officer, Brad McAvoy........................693-1795
P.O. Box 27, Harpursville, NY 13787    
colesvilleenforcement@echoes.net

Dog Control Office, Michael Rhodes.......................693-1486
P.O. Box 27, Harpursville, NY 13787  

Town Justice..............................................................693-1172
P.O. Box 166, Harpursville, NY 13787  
colesvillejustice@echoes.net 
Robin Kratz         Court Clerk             
Paul Powell        Town Justice    
James Boyko         Town Justice

Assessors....................................................................693-1661
P.O. Box 27,  Harpursville, NY 13787               
colesvilleassessor@echoes.net
Ron Young –Chairman 
Bob DeMarmels 
Jim VanWoert  

Town Historian Val LaClair......................................648-8341

Nineveh Public Library...........................................693-1858

Senior Center ...........................................................693-2069
33 Golden Lane, Harpursville 

Broome County Sheriff............................................778-1911

State Police................................................................775-1241

 


