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The Community Garden

by Gail Hennessey

It is hard to believe that the garden on the green 
in Harpursville has completed its 7th year!

With all the rain this summer, the community 
garden really blossomed in color this season.

A big thank you for not displaying signs through-
out the garden. I appreciate your continued support 
to allow the garden to be free of signs next season, 
too.

Colesville Rotary

by Erin Peterson, Rotary Secretary

The Colesville Rotary has been busy this year.  
We have had successful fundraisers thanks to our 
sponsors.  We’d also like to thank the community 
for coming out to support us.  We had our annual 
golf tournament at Belden Hill Golf Course and 2 
Casino/Bingo nights. With this money we are able 
to support many community needs from school 
programs to Senior Center activities.  This year we 
were also able to give out $5,000 in grants to local 
projects.
Our Rotary is a very active club and is always open 
to people who want to come and check us out.  We 
meet every Wednesday at 6:15 pm.  We will be at 
Belden Hill Golf Course for the next few weeks 
and will be moving after they close for the season.  
Check our Facebook page or feel free to email our 
club with any questions you may have at 
colesvillerotary2015@gmail.com.
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Code Enforcement

by Bradford McAvoy

The burning of waste materials is not allowed in 
the Town of Colesville. The definition for waste ma-
terials as used in our Dumping Ordinance, includes 
“garbage, refuse, trash and similar items, including, 
but not limited to, food or food waste of all kinds, 
whether for human or animal consumption; used 
food containers or parts thereof; dead animals or 
parts thereof; demolition waste, worn or discarded 
things; rubbish, trash; and garden refuse, regard-
less of the material or materials of which it is com-
posed”. The definition for dumping, as used in our 
Dumping Ordinance, includes “dumping, throwing, 
depositing, burying, burning, or in any way discard-
ing or disposing of any waste material”.

The possible penalties for a violation of the 
Dumping Ordinance are fines of up to $100.00 or 
imprisonment up to 30 days or both. Broome Coun-
ty Code and Charter also prohibits the open burn-
ing of waste materials, rubbish and trash in Broome 
County. 

There are several waste/refuse haulers that are 
available to pick up trash in our area.

There are several reasons why burning of gar-
bage, waste materials, rubbish and trash is not a 
good idea. The first reason is that small controlled 
fires can and do turn into large uncontrolled fires 
very easily, a moment of not paying attention or 
a sudden gust of wind can spread the fire rapidly. 
People can be burned easily if the fire flares up or 
a pressurized or sealed container explodes. People 
with asthma or medical conditions can get violently 
ill from the toxic smoke requiring an ambulance to 
take them to the emergency room to get treatment. 
You still have to get rid of the remaining materials 
after the fire is out. Some of the materials will leave 
toxins on the ground because they do not burn up 
completely.

Heating Safety

by Brad McAvoy

With the Fall season here and Winter season ap-
proaching your heating equipment needs to be ser-
viced, cleaned and inspected for the upcoming cold 
weather. Please have all chimneys, vents and con-
nector pipes visually inspected and cleaned along 
with the heating equipment that they service. Please 
follow the manufactures recommendations on the 
inspection and make sure all safety devices are not 
broken or removed. If you are planning on using 
any alternative forms of heating devices please fol-
low the manufactures installation instructions and 
proper use for these units. Contact this office to find 
out if a permit for the installation of some of these 
units is required. You need to keep all combustible 
materials at least three feet (36 inches) away from 
any heat source unless the unit is designed and ap-
proved for a closer distance and never refuel any 
liquids into the unit while it is running or hot. If you 
are not familiar with a particular device try going to 
the manufactures web site to download the informa-
tion for the make and model that you are using. 
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The American Legion Post 1596

by Ronald O. Buckler, Adjutant

We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
our residents who have supported our Bingo Games 
on Sundays. THANK YOU!! This is our major fun-
draising during the winter months, to pay our oper-
ating expenses and to support our youth organiza-
tions that we sponsor. If you were unaware of our 
Bingo Games, they are played each Sunday at 1 
P.M. Our doors open at 11:00 A.M. so you can make 
your purchases and find yourself a comfortable seat. 
We are receiving players from our surrounding ar-
eas and we welcome them for joining us on Sun-
days. Please come and join us in a game of Bingo!!

In our basement that has been cleaned up, the 
walls have been waxed and the floors have been 
painted. All of our outside entrance doors have been 
painted. The garage has been painted.

In October we will be hosting The Broome 
County American, Sons of The American and The 
American Legion Auxiliary meetings.

The American Legion Post 1596 of Harpurs-
ville is an organization made up of military veter-
ans that have served their country proudly. We find 
ourselves short of having younger veterans joining 
our ranks to carry on the tradition of volunteering in 
our community. We support our local youth groups 
and have chartered The Boy Scouts since 1946. Our 
Harpursville Youth Baseball League fields were 
built in 1985 on The American Legion grounds with 
the combined services of The Colesville Rotary; 
Harpursville Youth Baseball and The American Le-
gion Post 1596. We need new veterans to help us 
carry on the proud tradition of serving our commu-
nity. Our Commander is John Knapp Sr. (607) 760-
2747. Please call for an application or join us, our 
meetings are held each 2nd Tuesday of each month 
at 6 P.M. Thank You!!!

Thank you, Colesville residents for supporting 
the local organizations and this newsletter.

Erwin Kahn
Memorial Scholarship – 2017

…. Friends of Erwin

This year the scholarship was awarded to “a 
graduating Senior who demonstrated extraordinary 
interest and achieved academic excellence in the 
Colesville History Course; a student who works 
with the same diligence that enabled Erwin to com-
pile countless records of the history of our Town.” 
We are pleased to report that the 2017 recipient is 
Colby Hendrickson, son of Russell Hendrickson, 

Jr. and Katherine Hendrickson.  We thank everyone 
who contributed to the award this year, the final year 
it will be offered.  Due to generous donations from 
the Old Onaquaga Historical Society and H.C.S. 
Alumni at their annual meeting in June, the award 
totaled $380.00. Thank you all! 

 Colby will be entering the U.S. Air Force.  
His goals are to become a Crew Chief, then to finish 
four years of college and become a pilot.  He has 
been racing as a Crate Sportsman at the Afton Race-
way.  Why does he want to be a pilot? Because “the 
only thing faster than a race car is an airplane!” We 
wish you much success, Colby!  



4 • Town of Colesville News and Notes • Fall, 2017

Historian’s News 

by Val LaClair, 
Town of Colesville Historian

The summer season started by having the 
Doraville School open for Memorial Day and our 
annual Bake Sale held on the lawn of the Harpurs-
ville Methodist Church. The Bake Sale was a suc-
cess in spite of the weather. Many thanks to the 
people who baked and bought; to the Harpursville 
Methodist Church for letting us set up on their lawn; 
and to the Harpursville Fire Co. for bringing over 
an additional tent for us to use. I also want to thank 
the Port Crane Fire Co. for inviting me to their car 
show/flea market/ BBQ in May so that I could dis-
play some of our Colesville History. We partici-
pated in the Path Thru History in June by opening 
the Doraville School and having Katherine (Katie) 
Seeber, PhD Student/MAPA/Graduate Assistant, 
Anthropology Department, Binghamton University, 
speaking on “Ouaquaga”. Katie did her thesis on 
Ouaquaga and is a fabulous speaker on this subject. 
During the Colesville Super Celebration the Coles-
ville Historian’s Committee had a flea market and 
pie sale on the lawn next to the Historian’s office 
which was a great success. The Doraville School 
was open and Eileen Ruggieri, the President of The 
Onaquaga Historical Society, and her husband Peter, 
with the help of Margaret Wicks and her husband, 
Bob, had old fashion games for children on the lawn 

of the Doraville School. Eileen also did an hour of 
“storytelling” to the enchanted ears of the children, 
(there were also adult ears listening). This woman 
has a definite talent. The area next to the Doraville 
School, which will be a park, is coming along, 
thanks to Jim and his crew, although not as fast as 
we had hoped because of all the rain this summer. 
Jan McKnight is doing a wonderful job with plans 
for a pavilion and trees for the project. She has some 
donations of trees but if anyone wishes I am sure she 
would like more. 693-1092. The Colesville Summer 
Concert Series was very well attended this year and 
we were able to have all, except the first one, (thank 
you Colesville Ambulance), outside at the Gazebo. 
Thank you to the Town for sponsoring the concerts; 
Jim Dalpiaz for the excellent line up; the nonprof-
its with yummy refreshments; and all who attended. 
Thanks to a grant from the Titus Fund we were able 
to purchase a Historic Marker for St Luke’s, which 
will be placed in front of the church/museum this 
fall. We still have the one for the Doraville School 
which will be placed in the park.

Last November, Maria O’Donovan, PhD. from 
the Historical Archaeology Facility of the Bingham-
ton University and her helpers did a “dig” on Skel-
lett Road in the area of a post office where Unitaria 
was once located. The plans are for their return to 
the area for more digging as they did find some in-
teresting items. When I first became the Colesville 
Historian, the Committee created a cookbook which 
was very successful and all of the copies sold. We 
now have the Doraville Cookbook Ed II for sale. 
Once again the book is full of people’s favorites. 
The feedback from people who have already pur-
chased a book is very positive. The book is available 
at the Colesville Town Hall, the Eastern Broome Se-
nior Center and from Jan McKnight, 693-1092 or 
Val LaClair, 648-8341. They make a great gift for 
Christmas, Birthdays, Weddings or the family for 
only $18.00. The Colesville Historian’s Committee 
meets on the 2nd Monday of each month, March 
through November, and includes a short meeting 
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followed by a program. Everyone interested in his-
tory is welcome. There are no dues.

My First Teaching Assignment

by Rexford Cole

Fresh out of college. Bachelor of Arts degree. 
Secondary Teaching License. Ready to TEACH! 
Let me at ‘em! But it wasn’t that easy. It was 1950, 
and all the GIs were taking the Social Studies jobs 
in the high schools around the state. What would I 
do? I didn’t really feel qualified to teach elemen-
tary children. I wanted to teach high school students 
HISTORY.

Well, I was home for the summer, just graduat-
ed. The talk around was that Sanitaria Springs need-
ed a teacher; they had a brand-new brick wing built 
on their school building. They were looking for a 
teacher for grades 6, 7, and 8. My own first-grade 
teacher, Josie McKnight, had left Sanitaria Springs 
and was teaching a third grade at Chenango Valley 
School. I should call her and get an appointment 
to ask her how to teach elementary school!! That’s 
what I did. And she gave me some advice and some 
books, and sent me on my way. Steve Janicki and 
Howard Griswold were the School Trustees. They 
hired me. I was elated. I had a job. Not what I ex-
pected or planned, but I was able to live at home. I 
stayed there for four years, and I loved it. My salary 
was $2,000. I stood to gain $500 next year (195l and 
1952) because the state mandated all new teachers 
were to get a $500 raise. From there on, raises came 
quite often and rather fast.

I celebrated my good fortune by taking a trip 
out west, to Denver. CO. So I had lots to talk about 
my first day back as I met my new classes. My big-
gest problem was I didn’t know how to group. Josie 
said to give one group an assignment and then go to 
another group and discuss what they learned from 
their last assignment. This worked quite well. It 
took a lot of planning, and I worked every week-

end planning every assignment. I was fortunate to 
have an especially good group of kids to work with. 
There were eleven or twelve of them.

I see Pat (Bennett) Ryan now and then. We 
have a lot of fun talking about school days back in 
1950-1954. She reminds me of the time I was play-
ing soft-ball with them during recess when I ripped 
my pants! What a memory, right? She doesn’t know 
where most of them are either. I believe hers was the 
first class to leave after 8th grade and choose wheth-
er to continue at Harpursville or Chenango Valley.

It was 1954 when I was drafted into the Army. 
They put on a great party for me. My students, their 
parents, and many friends came. They gave me 
cards, money and best wishes. That ended my first 
experience at teaching elementary school.

After my stint in the Army, I returned to the world 
of teaching. This time it was teaching history to high 
school students. After 32 years of teaching, I retired. 
However, I never forgot the happy years at Sanitaria 
Springs. They were some of the best years of my life.
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Boy Scout Troop 180

by Kelly D F Todd Cub Master

This summer was a busy summer for many in 
Troop 180. Three of our scouts (Zack Rolston, Dan-
iel Todd and Micah Todd) attended the National 
Jamboree at Summit Bechtel Reserve in West Vir-
ginia. They spent 10 days at this high adventure 
camp experiencing a once in a life time scout ad-
venture. One of our scouts, Dylan Apgar, spent the 
summer working at Henderson Scout Reservation. 
The rest of the troop attended a full week of Scout 
camp at Tuscarora Scout Reservation. Many merit 
badges were earned, including; Climbing, Swim-
ming, Archery, Metal Work, Indian Lore, Wood 
Carving, Space Exploration, and Life Saving.

Even more impressive, 3 of our scouts finished 
the hiking merit badge. Billy Apgar, Dylan Apgar 
and Zack Rolston completed their final 20 mile hike 
this summer. To earn Eagle Scout, a scout must 
complete Swimming, Bicycling or Hiking.  These 
three Life scouts chose to complete the Hiking merit 
badge bringing them closer to Eagle Scout.

Troop 180 is proud to announce we are coming 
up on our 75th anniversary in 2018. We will be cele-
brating by bringing old and new scouts together. We 
are planning on a commemorative patch that will be 
available.

Troop 180 would like to thank all who have 
donated bottles and cans with deposits and placed 
them in our can shed. If you are unable to transport 
your cans and bottles, we are willing to pick them 
up. Please contact Kelly Todd at 693-2176. Please 
do not place recyclable items without deposits in the 
shed. Milk jugs, sports drinks, and Liquor bottles 
do not have a deposit and we must dispose of them 
ourselves.

Cub Scout Pack 180

Cub Scout Pack 180 started the summer at Day-
Camp at Cole Park. We spent 5 busy days participat-
ing in many activities: sports, archery, swimming, 
BB gun shooting, hiking, science and more. All 
the boys who attended earned their shooting sports 
award for archery and bb gun. They also earned 
many requirements for the new year.

Cub Scout meetings began in September and we 
are meeting in the Elementary Cafeteria on Mon-
days at 6 pm. We are taking applications for new 
members Kindergarten through 5th grade. For more 
information contact Mr. Kelly Todd, Cub master 
693-2176.
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Harpursville Fire Department 

by Jeff Buckler – Chief 
 
The members of the Harpursville Fire Depart-

ment along with Sanitaria Springs, West Coles-
ville, and Ouaquaga Fire Companies along with 
Colesville Ambulance are very pleased to have 
been awarded  Assistance to Firefighter’s Grant in 
the amount of $372,000 to replace all of our radio 
communications equipment. This award places us 
in very good shape for the upcoming radio system 
being implemented by Broome County.

We are very pleased to have also received a 
grant from Senator Akshar’s Office in the amount 
of  $5,000 for additional water rescue equipment. 
This particular grant has enabled us to purchase 2 
inflatable boats. 

Our members continue to remain active, pre-
planning for emergencies throughout the town. We 
have toured many of the businesses to develop an 
emergency plan in the event we are summoned there 
for a fire, rescue or medical emergency. 

As fall is now upon us and winter is rapidly 
approaching, please make certain that all of your 
heating appliances are cleaned and maintained. 
Also, please do not forget your address number 
(previously called a fire number) and make sure it 
is upright and legible. If you are in need of a new 
number, please contact your local fire department. 
Thank you! 

Smoke Detectors 

by Brad McAvoy

New regulations require manufacturers to install 
batteries in smoke detectors that last 10 years. The 
batteries are not able to be removed from the detec-
tor. Smoke detectors have proven themselves very 
effective for many years. These devices have saved 
lives and property by alerting the occupants or 
neighbors to a fire occurring. The Building Code of 
New York State requires smoke detectors in every 
bedroom, outside of each bedroom in the immediate 
vicinity and on each floor in all new construction. 
These are required to be connected to the wiring 
system and have a battery backup and be intercon-
nected.

The Property Maintenance Code of New York 
State and the Fire Code of New York State require 
that existing residences have smoke detectors in the 
same locations as the Building Code with the excep-
tions being that they may be battery operated (con-
nected to wiring system if at all possible) and only 
interconnected if at all possible. 

All smoke detectors need to be tested on a 
monthly basis and the batteries need to be changed 
on a yearly basis or more often under certain cir-
cumstances.

Please follow the manufactures instructions on 
the proper installation procedures and maintenance.
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Old Onaquaga Historical Society
Enjoys Busy and Rewarding

2017 Season

by Eileen Ruggieri President 

This autumn marks the 52nd anniversary of the 
formation of the Old Onaquaga Historical Society 
and the 47th year as owners and caretakers of St. 
Luke’s, the oldest church in Broome County still in 
use. Founded in 1965 by outstandingly dedicated 
local historians from the towns of Colesville and 
Windsor, the Historical Society honors and pre-
serves the centuries-old history of the valley for the 
generations to come.

Indian Artifacts Exhibit
A highlight of this year’s programs was an ex-

hibit of local Native American artifacts on June 
17 at St. Luke’s. This special event was part of the 
New York State Path Through History weekend 
and featured the collections of nearly a dozen lo-
cal residents and families from the Upper Susque-
hanna River Valley. Artifacts from the Southern Tier 
Archeological Center in Waverly, NY were also on 
display. Delores Elliott, co-founder of the Otsiningo 
Pow Wow, displayed her impressive collection of 
Tuscarora beadwork at the exhibit. Also Katherine 

Seeber, a MA/PhD student at Binghamton Univer-
sity, gave an excellent talk on 18th century Iroquois 
settlements in the Southern Tier—the subject of her 
dissertation. A special thank you goes to Vice Presi-
dent Don Straub for organizing such a great exhibit.

Summer Program Highlights
Our monthly Monday night programs this year 

included a look at the role local women played 100 
years ago in the formation of the Women’s Relief 
Corp, the first organization to do work for the Amer-
ican Red Cross in the valley with Oxford Town His-
torian Vicky House. We had movie night in June 
showing the classic film version of Edna Ferber’s 
bestselling book “Saratoga Trunk”, with Cary Coo-
per playing a gambling man who’s aimed at bringing 
down the railroad baron who ruined his father. The 
movie features one of the most spectacular events in 
the early history of the railroads—the Erie War—in 
which the then newly-completed railroad at Tunnel 
played an important part. The Historical Society has 
a DVD copy of the movie in its library at St. Luke’s.

Community Involvement
This summer, the historical society enjoyed par-

ticipating in several town events in July. We spon-
sored Old-time Fun & Games for kids at Colesville’s 
Super Celebration, with sack races, bean-bag toss, 
clothespins in the bottle, nine pin bowling, stick 
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and hoop, and lots of silly slime. We also had the 
opportunity to sell refreshments at one of the July 
summer concerts. We served chili and homemade 
fruit cobblers, crisps and cream pies. And we had a 
wonderful time!

Historic Marker for St. Luke’s
St. Luke’s Church & Local History Museum will 

now have a blue and gold historic marker out front 
thanks to the efforts of Town Historian Val Laclair 
and the Colesville Historian’s Advisory Committee 
in securing a grant from the Titus Fund. Our thanks 
go to all who made this happen. We hope to install 
the marker this fall.

Vintage Postcard Book of Colesville
The Historical Society is working on putting 

out a book of  the Town of Colesville postcards and 
photographs as a major fundraising effort to help 
pay for restoration work on St. Luke’s and upgrades 
to the museum. Thanks to the postcard collections 
of Darryl Klutts, Jan McKnight, and the Broome 
Co. Historical Library, we have nearly 300 images, 
some of them over 100-years-old. It’s a book you’ll 
want to own. We plan to have them available by the 
holiday season. 
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Town of Colesville
Highway Department

by Jim Bulger

It is hard to believe that summer has ended and 
the Fall/Winter season is quickly approaching. I 
would like to update you on the projects that we fo-
cused on.

This past spring /summer was very wet, which 
put us behind in completing projects on schedule. 
We finished the oil and stone project in September, 
which is usually completed in August. The compa-
nies that apply the oil and stone on our roads were 
behind schedule; therefore our crew was behind as 
well.

The Town re-profiled 3 roads this past year, 8 
tenths of Lippa Rd and Matthews Lane. We also 
worked with the Town of Windsor on Hartz Rd (3.5 
tenths) which consists of re-profiling. The proce-
dure is as follows:

The milling machine grinds up the road 6 to 8 
inches while adding another 4 inches of number 2 
stone and calcium chloride, making a new base for 
the road.

Following directly behind the milling machine 
is the grader to shape the road and put a crown in it.

After the road has been shaped, it is rolled with 
a large vibratory roller three to four times within a 
three month period. 

For at least eight weeks the first coat of oil and 
1st stone is applied. We will come back next year 
and apply the second coat of 1st stone. 

An approximate cost was $50,948.35 to do these 
three roads which did not include fuel, labor, and 
wear and tear of equipment and trucks.

We also continued to oil and stone, They are 
Bettsburg, Thorn, Knapp, Maple Row, Babcock, 
Hulbert, and Parson Roads.

Eastern Broome Senior Center

27 Golden Lane
Harpursville, N.Y.

#693-2069
    
A warm hello to all in the Colesville commu-

nity from the Eastern Broome Senior Center! As of 
this writing we are still enjoying the many beautiful 
days of the fall season, graced by the splendor of 
colorful trees and spectacular views. Just as creation 
can stir feelings of thankfulness and humbleness, so 
also can the amazing generosity and depth of care 
of so very many in our community. We would like 
to take this opportunity to genuinely thank so many 
folks who continuously support their local senior 
community center. Thank you so much to the Town 
of Colesville who have given us once again, this fo-
rum to express our appreciation and to reach out to 
so many Colesville residents, encouraging them to 
enjoy and utilize their center. 

Thank you to our awesome Town of Colesville 
Rotarians and Rotary Club. In attending a Rotary 
meeting the caring and compassion expressed by 
the members is uplifting and contagious! The Ro-
tarians truly selfless efforts have supported and en-
couraged the folks at the Eastern Broome Center 
and have proven to many seniors through the years 
how treasured they are! 

Thank you to all the wonderful folks  in Coles-
ville and the surrounding communities- Windsor, 
Harpursville, Afton, Bainbridge, Chenango Bridge, 
Greene, Kirkwood, Unadilla, and many others-  for 
your interest and participation in your local senior 
community center! We are easy to locate at 27 
Golden Lane in Harpursville, right off Route 79. 
Old friends and new will be greeted with a welcom-
ing smile! Everyone is welcome -there isn’t any age, 
membership, or residence location requirements to 
attend your Broome County Office for Aging senior 
centers.
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Thank you to our Broome County Office for Ag-
ing- for a dedication and care that empowers every 
program and decision. We are proud to be such an 
important piece of the awesome “O.F.A.” team! 

Last but never least, thank you to the tremendous 
volunteers of the Eastern Broome Center. For those 
who have come by, it is so clear from the moment 
you step inside,  how important volunteers are! We 
simply could not function effectively without our 
team effort! Thank you does not seem adequate, but 
that is how our volunteers work-on thank you’s, a 
deep sense of responsibility, and hearts of gold! 

If you haven’t had the opportunity to stop in, 
we would love for you to visit! Eastern Broome is 
an information, activity, and nutrition center offer-
ing people an opportunity to relax, have an afford-
able meal, socialize, play cards, games and Bingo, 
celebrate holidays, enjoy entertainment, exercise, 
utilize computers internet access, and more! Enjoy 
a tour of the center, share a meal if you like, or join 
in any of our activities. As a first time guest, we 
will present you with a ‘Welcome Packet’’ which 
includes a complimentary meal coupon as well as 
the Senior Newspaper and our center’s newsletter 
listing our activities and services .Written resources 
such as our Elder Services Guide and the Financial 
Benefits Guide for Seniors, are also located at the 
senior center to help meet your needs. In addition, 
the Office for Aging offers the services of their In-
formation and Assistance Representative, Courtney 
Cashman, to assist seniors with a variety of needs.

Colesville Dollars for Scholars
The Colesville Dollars for Scholars board 

would like to thank the community for its gener-
ous continued support.  Last spring we were able to 
raise over $8,000 from our annual Phone-a-Thon.  
We awarded 15 scholarships to 2017 Harpursville 
graduates.  We were able to award general scholar-
ships as well as these special scholarships: Johnny 
Hart Memorial, Traci Livermore Memorial, STEM, 
Agribusiness, and Business and Economics.  We 
would like to thank the community members and 
businesses that helped us with the seed money to 
offer these new opportunities.  

Our administrative costs are generously taken 
care of by our local Colesville Rotary club.  This al-
lows us to be able to assure you that all of your do-
nations are going toward current and future scholar-
ships for Harpursville students.  Currently we are 
gearing up for our basketball concession stands and 
other fundraisers.  Our 2018 Phone-a-Thon will take 
place towards the end of February.  If you would 
like to donate towards this year’s scholarships dur-
ing the Phone-a-thon, you can simply fill out the 
form below and mail it to:  

Colesville Dollars for Scholars
PO Box 1

Harpursville, NY 13787
Again, thank you to our Colesville-Harpursville 

community for all of your support.

Name:_________________________________
Address:________________________________
City:_______________________ State:______
Zip:________
Phone:_____-______-________
Would you prefer a call from Dollars
for Scholars?  _____________
Would you like to help a graduating Senior? 
Enclosed is a gift of: $__________
Please make checks payable to:
Colesville Dollars for Scholars
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COLESVILLE COMMUNITY 
PANTRY

by Kathy Merrill

This spring and summer the pantry was again 
blessed with fresh produce donated by the Frog Pond 
in Bainbridge. Thanks to the efforts of Bill and Sue 
Canfield who pick up the produce.  It is delivered 
each pantry day right to the door. The Food Bank of 
the Southern Tier also provides fresh produce when 
it is available and is delivered with the regular or-
ders. Bread and pastry items from Price Chopper on 
12A is picked up each day by Roger Merrill and put 
in the pantry freezers to be distributed each pantry. 
North Fenton and Harpursville United Methodist 
Churches collect food items regularly to donate to 
the pantry. In August, the Harpursville United Meth-
odist Church collected school supplies for the chil-
dren of the pantry and whatever was left over went 
to help the children at Harpursville Central School. 
Many thanks to all who donate their time and food 
or other items to the pantry. Without the volunteers 
who work at the pantry faithfully and the ones who 
help during the Mobile Pantry—Rotary members, 
Colesville Squad members, members of the com-
munity and the youth Rotary club - Interact,  the 
pantry could not serve as many families as it does. 
We thank all who help as well as the Colesville Vol-
unteer Ambulance Squad for the use of the building, 
rent-free, for the local pantry and the Mobile Pantry. 

The United Way of Broome County donated 
vouchers in September to be used at a pick-up site in 
Vestal Plaza for food, personal products, Avon prod-
ucts, cases of water, children’s games and books etc. 
Volunteers from the United Way and Price Right 
distributed the items. Thirty-eight vouchers were 
used by the families of the pantry. A big Thank You 
to the United Way and Price Right.

The pantry is situated in the Colesville Am-
bulance Building on 28 King Rd., Harpursville. 

It is open the first and third Tuesday of the month 
from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. and 4:30-6:20 p.m. Any resi-
dent of the town of Colesville is eligible to receive 
food with proof of residency and for each member 
of the household.  A Mobile Pantry is held on the 
third Thursday of the month at the same site with 
no eligibility requirements.  NO ONE SHOULD BE 
HUNGRY!!

Soon the holidays will be upon us. To help the 
pantry with food donations, here is a unique Advent 
idea called Reverse Advent Calendar. As you open 
each calendar day of Advent, place a box or can of 
food in a container and after Christmas donate that 
container of food to the Colesville Community Pan-
try. The pantry is always in need of food and mon-
etary donations. To donate monetarily the address 
is: Colesville Community Pantry, PO Box #62, Har-
pursville, NY 13787; if you collect food during Ad-
vent or at anytime, call 427-1228 or 743-0217 to set 
up a delivery time.

It is with heavy hearts that we report the death 
of one of our dearest volunteers, who met everyone 
with a smile and always ready to help someone with 
a cart or lifting assistance, Joyce Meyers.  Heaven 
has received a lovely angel.
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Colesville Volunteer 
Ambulance Service, Inc.

   $5.00 Corporate Family Membership 
   $3.00 Corporate Single Membership
   Donation of _____________

Name__________________________
Address________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
Send to:   
Colesville Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc.

PO Box 62
Harpursville, NY  13787

Colesville Volunteer Ambulance
Service, Inc.

by Ronald O. Buckler, Board Secretary

The Colesville Volunteer Ambulance Service 
organization has two fully equipped Advanced Life 
Support Ambulances ready for response from the 
Colesville building located at 28 King Road. These 
rigs are equipped with the latest up-dated equip-
ment. 

Our membership roster is made up of all volun-
teer Paramedics, Critical Care Technicians, EMTs 
and Drivers. They all take their positions very seri-
ously and keep their training current. A few members 
completed training in the spring at Montour Falls, 
the New York State training facility. Other training 
up-grades are done at the county level and our local 
training is done in-house on the 2nd Wednesday and 

4th Thursday evenings along with daytime training 
on Thursday. Our members are very dedicated and 
strive to maintain a high quality of service for our 
community. If you are interested or think you might 
be interested, stop by on any training night to ob-
serve our Medics in training or our meetings, which 
are held on the 1st Wednesday of each month at 8:00 
p.m. Our phone number is 693-3379, just leave a 
message and we will get back to you. 

In 2016 we purchased a new power stretcher for 
each of our rigs. These new stretchers will provide 
more safety for our patients and make it much easier 
for  our medic crews in performance of their duties. 

Since our last annual report our ambulances re-
sponded to 451 emergency calls and traveled 8,443 
miles.

2017  Squad Officers are:

Captain-Brad McAvoy

Medical Officer- Cindy Carpenter

Training Officer- Cyndie Lane

Driver Officer- Brian Olenlacz

Communications Officer- Barb Pearce

Secretary- Cyndie Lane

Our building is also host to the Colesville Com-
munity Pantry. The pantry uses the building at no 
cost to the pantry. Also the Broome County Mobile 
Pantry will use our facility for the protection and 
safety of the recipients of the mobile pantry servic-
es. Our building is used for many other town func-
tions such as a voting site, summer concerts if the 
weather prevents having the concert at the Town 
Gazebo.  

Would you like to join our Corporate Family? 
The family membership is $5.00 per. year, or single 
membership is $3.00 per. year, or to make a dona-
tion.  To participate, use the form provided at the 
left. membership is $3.00 per. year, or to make a 
donation.
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Please check one of the following:

 The address it was sent to is incorrect
 The name on the address label is incorrect
 I want to view the newsletter on the
    Town’s Website
 I want to be removed from the mailing list.

Name:______________________________
___________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________
 ___________________________________
 ___________________________________

Newsletter Copies
 
If you are reading this newsletter and  reside in 

the Town and did not receive a copy via mail and 
would like to be added to future mailings or would 
like to be taken off our mailing list,  please call 693-
1174 or complete and return the form to:

           Tomi Stewart Town Clerk
            P.O. Box 27
            Harpursville, N Y 13787
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Town Board Meeting: 1st Thursday, 7:00 pm, Town Hall

Planning Board: 3rd Thursday, 7:00 pm, Town Hall

Zoning Board of Appeals: 2nd Wednesday, 7:30 pm, Town Hall

American Legion: 2nd Tuesday, 6:00 pm, American Legion

American Legion Auxiliary: 2nd Tuesday, 6:00 pm, American Legion

Sons of American Legion: 3rd Thursday, 7:00 pm, American Legion

Colesville Historian Advisory Committee: 2nd Monday, 7:00 pm, Town Hall

Colesville Youth Commission: 3rd Wednesday. 6:30 pm ,Town Hall

Eastern Broome Nutrition Center: Monday – Friday 9:00 am - 2 :00, pm Senior Center

Harpursville Board of Education: 2nd & 4th Monday, 7:00 pm, Elementary School

Harpursville Youth Civic Assoc., Inc. 1st Monday, 7:00pm, Nineveh Public Library

Boy Scouts: every Sunday, 6:00 pm, American Legion

Nineveh Public Library: 3029 State Hwy. 7, P.O. Box 124, Nineveh, NY 13813 
Hours: Mon. -  Thurs. 12:30 pm - 7:30 pm, Fri. & Sat. 9:00 am - 3:00 pm.
Board Meetings: 1st Tuesday at 10:00 am on alternate months 

Old Onaquaga Historical Society, 3rd Monday 7:00 pm, St. Luke’s’ Church Museum 

 

Colesville Volunteer Ambulance Service......693-3379
P.O. Box 62, Harpursville, N Y 13787   
Business Meeting: 1st Wednesday of each month at 8:00 
pm
Trainings: 2nd Wednesday and 4th Thursday each month 
at 7:00 pm

Colesville Fire District #1...............................693-1454
P.O. Box 245, Harpursville, N Y 13787    
Business Meeting: 1st Monday of each month 7:00 pm

Colesville – Windsor Fire District #2............655-1913
P.O. Box  5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting: 2nd Monday, 7:00 pm, Ouaquaga 
Fire Co.

Ouaquaga Fire Company...............................655-1913
P.O. Box 5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting: 3rd Monday, 7:30 pm, Ouaquaga 
Fire Co.

MEETING DATES TO REMEMBER

EMERGENCY SERVICES CALENDAR

Colesville Fire District #3:

Harpursville Fire Department ......................693-1454
P.O. Box 98, Harpursville, NY 13787
Business Meeting: 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:00 
pm
Trainings: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm.

Sanitaria Springs Fire Company...................648-2332
811 NY Rte 7, Port Crane, N Y 13833,   
Business meeting:1st Monday of each month at 8:00 pm
Trainings: other Mondays at 7:00 pm

West Colesville Fire Company.......................693-1001
1305 Colesville Rd. Binghamton, NY 13905  
Business meetings: 2nd Tuesday of each month, 8:00 pm
Training: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm



The Town of Colesville Newsletter is published twice a year: Spring and Fall. 
This  is our 57th edition. If you have any questions or suggestions,  

please contact the editor, Doug Rhodes, or coordinator Tomi Stewart. 
Special thanks to Eastern Broome Senior Center for  putting  it together.
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TOWN OF COLESVILLE 
780 Welton Street
Harpursville, N Y 13787
www.townofcolesville.org

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

DIRECTORY

Supervisor, Glenn Winsor...........................693-1794 (Office) 
P.O. Box 421, Harpursville, NY 13787       693-2582 (Home) 
ColesvilleSupervisor@echoes.net
Office Hours Tuesdays, 9 am to Noon

Town Clerk, Tomi Stewart........................................693-1174
P.O. Box 27,  Harpursville, NY 13787 
ColesvilleClerk@echoes.net

Town Council
Gordon Carroll...........................................................724-4234
Doug Rhodes..............................................................693-1255
Michael Olin..............................................................655-2351
Gary Cower................................................................693-2645

Highway Superintendent James Bulger..................693-1171
789 Welton Street, Harpursville, NY 13787  
ColesvilleHighway@echoes.net

Enforcement Officer, Brad McAvoy........................693-1795
P.O. Box 27, Harpursville, NY 13787    
ColesvilleEnforcement@echoes.net

Dog Control Office, Michael Rhodes.......................693-1592
P.O. Box 27, Harpursville, NY 13787  

Town Justice..............................................................693-1172
P.O. Box 166, Harpursville, NY 13787  
ColesvilleJustice@echoes.net  
Robin Kratz         Court Clerk             
Paul Powell        Town Justice 

Assessors....................................................................693-1661
P.O. Box 27,  Harpursville, NY 13787               
ColesvilleAssessor@echoes.net
Ron Young –Chairman 
Bob DeMarmels 
Eric Vonderhorst 

Town Historian, Val LaClair.....................................648-8341

Nineveh Public Library, Michelle Cimaomo..............693-1858

Senior Center ...........................................................693-2069
33 Golden Lane, Harpursville 

Broome County Sheriff............................................778-1911

State Police................................................................775-1241

 


