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You May Be Entitled to a Property or School Tax Exemption

by Ron Young, Chairman Assessor

PROPERTY TAX RELIEF TO THE 
PROPERTY OWNER

To see if you qualify for one or more of the 
following tax exemptions please contact the Town 
of Colesville Assessor’s Office at 693-1661. All 
applications must be filed no later than March 1st. 

BASIC STAR (School Tax Relief Program)
Provides a partial exemption from school 

taxes for most residence
Form RP-425

ENHANCED STAR (School Tax Relief 
Program) Plus

Residents 65 years of age or older could be 
eligible for additional property tax savings. 
Renewal applications are mailed during the month 
of January requesting income verification. 

Form RP-425R and RP-467R for renewal 
application.

VETERANS EXEMPTION 
For persons who have served in the U.S. 

Armed Forces.
Form RP- 458 filed with a copy of your DD 

214
 

PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY
To qualify, a resident with a disability must 

file certain documentation of their disability and 
meet certain income limitations. 

Form RP- 459 

AGRICULTURAL/ FARM BUILDINGS 
Land used to produce crops, livestock, or 

livestock products; Support a commercial horse 
boarding operation or participate in a federal con-
servation program;

Form ST-125
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Nineveh Public Library 

by Shelly Lyon, Summer Program Director

The Nineveh Public Library completed a suc-
cessful Summer Reading Program celebrating the 
theme Every Hero Has a Story.  The six-week pro-
gram focused on both fiction and non-fiction ele-
ments.  Over the course of the summer, children 
and families learned about superheroes, villains, 
firefighters, police officers, astronauts, service ani-
mals, and military personnel.

The summer sessions began with a Superhe-
ro Training Camp where we created identification 
badges complete with fingerprints and code names.  

Children made masks and capes to wear and got 
their pictures taken!  Throughout the summer, stu-
dents learned and read about fictional superheroes 
and villains. The children and families enjoyed 
checking out books and making craft projects to-
gether.

The Harpursville Fire Department visited, 
bringing a full-sized truck and equipment with 
them.  They explained the different types of jobs 
that they do to help keep our community safe.  They 
dressed in full gear to show young children not to 
be afraid of firefighters in an emergency situation.  
They let children and families tour the truck and 
handed out important safety tips.  We would like to 
thank Chief Buckler, Firefighter Stephen Winsor, 
Firefighter Brian Oleniacz, and Firefighter Kurtis 
Van Abs for an excellent educational experience.

We also learned about how service animals can 
be heroes.  Broome County Sheriff Deputy WIl 
Andres and his K9 Mac visited the library.  Dep-
uty Andres and Mac demonstrated how they work 
together to keep us safe.  Mac showed us how he 
can sniff out drugs and help apprehend suspects.  
Families loved this demonstration!  Officer Andres 
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Erwin Kahn Memorial Scholarship

by Friends of Erwin

The first annual scholarship in memory of Er-
win was awarded to Miranda Leigh Congdon, 
daughter of Mrs. Vicki Congdon and Mr. Stacy 
Congdon. Miranda was one of the top ten students 
in her Senior Class at Harpursville Central School. 
She received the award at their graduation ceremo-
nies on June 27, 2015. She is attending college at 
SUNY Oswego, majoring in French and Account-
ing.

A thoughtful note was received from Miranda 
in which she thanked us for the “generous schol-
arship”, which was $300.00 this year. She wrote 
that “it will go directly to my tuition for the fall ’15 
semester.”  

We thank all who participated in providing this 
fine scholarship in memory of Erwin.

Town of Colesville
Youth Commission

by Jason Lyon

The Town of Colesville Youth Commission 
held a successful Summer Softball Program for 
students entering grades 1-6.  This free, six-week 
program included 21 participants this year!  Held 
at the HCS fields, the goals of this program were 
to teach basic softball skills and rules of the game, 
promote teamwork, and have fun!  Coach Lyon 
and Coach McElwain would like to thank all the 
students and families that attended.  We hope to see 
you again next year!

gave out cards with Mac’s picture for the children 
to take home.  We appreciate Deputy Andres com-
ing out to talk with us.

Another popular visitor was Kara Schaeffer 
and her rescue dog, Otto.  They showed us how 
Otto can help find people by tracking human scent.  
Children volunteered to hike up the hill and hide.  
Otto found them every time!  Thanks for a memo-
rable experience, Kara!

We ended the summer with a party to celebrate 
completing our summer reading missions!  We 
gave out reading awards and prizes and enjoyed 
pizza and sweet treats! It was a fun and memorable 
summer!  I would like to thank Michelle Cimaomo 
for all of her help and hard work. 

The Nineveh Public Library is open Mon-
day-Thursday 12:30-7:30, Fridays and Saturdays 
9-3.  Visit the library to read, check out books, use 
our computers or free wifi, and find out about com-
munity events.  If you haven’t stopped in recently, 
come by to see our new circulation desk up front 
and our picture window overlooking the garden 
out back! Street Lights

by Brad McAvoy
Code Enforcement Officer

If you have a street light 
near your house or in the 
area that you live that is 
not working (i.e. cycling on 
and off, staying on all the 
time, not turning on at all or 
broken) please contact this 
office at 693-1795. Please 
have the nearest street ad-
dress and what the problem 
is, I will need this informa-
tion to pinpoint the line and 
pole number. This office 
will contact NYSEG Street 
Lighting crew and relay the 
information so the light will 
be fixed.
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Ouaquaga Fire Co. Inc.
2178 Route 79, PO 5
Windsor, NY 13865

by Irv Soden

Seamus McNally, Chief - Aaron Smith, Assistant Chief

The year has been kind to the Ouaquaga Fire 
Company, at least so far. Alarms have been few 
and far between and, with one notable exception, 
minor. We have seen the addition of four new 
members thus far; Rob Rice and Rick Oliver have 
moved into the area from the Triangle Fire Compa-
ny, so they bring with them several years of train-
ing. Owen and Alan Dubois, sons of firefighter 
Tonya Smith and stepsons of assistant chief Aaron 
Smith, have also stepped up to the plate to help 
their community.

The annual Faerie Fest, held in late June, was 
another success for the fire company and the aux-
iliary. The auxiliary realized a profit this year suf-
ficient to donate $2000 to the fire company. The 
company used that money, plus that earned at the 
ice cream socials, to purchase more of the light 
weight nitrile hose that they had purchased the 
previous year. The weather was not cooperative 
for the ice cream social on its scheduled night, the 
Saturday of the Faerie Fest. It was cold and rainy 

and definitely not weather conducive to eating ice 
cream. Because we had so much ice cream left after 
the event concluded we decided to hold a second 
one, which we did in late July. The weather was 
much nicer the second time around and the people 
came out in support of the company, for which ev-
eryone in the fire company thanks all the residents 
and visitors who made the trek to the station on 
either night.

Sadness visited us in early March when past 
chief Les Clark passed away from a virulent brain 
tumor. Les was chief on two occasions, from 1971 
to '77 and again from '79 to '83. He also served as 
chairman of the board of fire commissioners until 
the time of his passing. He will be sorely missed.

OK, quiz time – hey, I used to be a teacher; 
it's in my blood – remember the notable minor ex-
ception mentioned in the first paragraph? In Au-
gust we were called to assist Windsor on a trailer 
fire. In that fire a woman perished, quite possibly 
because there were no working smoke detectors 
in the trailer. Now would be a good time to make 
sure your home has working smoke alarms, carbon 
monoxide detectors as well, and check the batteries 
to make sure they are in good working order. You 
have very little time in which to escape a fire, even 
with a working alarm, so don't take the chance that 
“it won't happen to me”, and find yourself in a bad 
situation early some morning. Smoke detectors are 
cheap, under $10, so make sure you have at least 
one on every level of your home, from the base-
ment to the bedrooms.
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Along with tragedy we also experienced some-
thing really good, not to mention rare in the rural 
areas: we had a successful CPR. Assistant Chief 
Aaron Smith was working in his driveway one 
August afternoon when his neighbor from across 
the road came yelling for his help. Her husband 
had collapsed in their garage and was not breath-
ing. According to a hospital spokesperson the man 
would not have survived if Chief Smith had not 
been there when he was and administered effective 
CPR until additional help arrived. Score one for 
the good guys!

A final note – this is the last newsletter offering 
from Ouaquaga to be penned by yours truly. My 
wife and I have decided it is time to downsize and 
have sold our home of 40 years and have moved 
to an apartment in Vestal. Leaving Ouaquaga af-
ter 39 years is quite possibly the hardest decision 
that we have ever had to make, but the opportunity 
to eliminate outside maintenance and reduce our 
cost of living proved too much to overcome. It has 
been a privilege and pleasure serving the people of 
the Ouaquaga community, and the entire Town of 
Colesville. Although I intend to join the Vestal Fire 
Department, it just won't feel the same. Ouaquaga 
is home, and always will be. Take care and stay 
safe.

Sanitaria Springs Fire Co.

by Donna Church

Its fall and it is time to think about checking 
your smoke detectors and replacing the batteries. 
Also, be sure your wood burners are in good shape 
and your chimneys are clean. Also don’t forget fuel 
burning furnaces need to be cleaned and checked 
for safety.

We have been fortunate this year to be awarded 
grants that we shared with West Colesville Fire Co. 
and Harpursville Fire Co. As a result we have been 
able to purchase new A.E.D.’s, Air packs and spare 
bottles. We would like to give a big thanks to Jeff 
Buckler for all his work to secure the grants.

Have you seen our new sign in front of the sta-
tion? We are very proud of it. This was purchased 
in part with money from filling pools. A large thank 
you to Matzo Signs for the great discount they al-
lowed us. SSFC is always working to keep our 
budget low by scheduling fund raising events all 
year long.

Upcoming Events:

Spaghetti Suppers on 01//09/2016,
& 2/13/2016. 

They start at 4 pm and run until we are
out of food.

Turkey Party on 11/14/2015.
This starts at 7 pm.

 Check our new sign for reminder dates.

We are always in need of new members. There 
are ways you can help. You do not have to be a 
firefighter. You can become part of our med team 
to volunteer too.
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Colesville Dollars for Scholars

by Albert Dauphinais

The Colesville Dollars for Scholars (DFS) has 
been in service since 1988 and to date has provided 
over $250,000 to graduating seniors at Harpursville 
Central School. For the 2014-2015 school year we 
were able to present 14 graduates with scholarships 
ranging from $100 to $1,000 for a total of $8,300.  
This is all possible because of people like yourself 
caring enough to contribute to the success of our 
graduates. 

Currently each scholarship recipient must have 
GPA of greater than 85 and meet several other ru-
brics, such as involvement in school activities (ath-
letic and academic), community service, and work 
experience.  

DFS offers the following four scholarships to 
eligible seniors graduating from Harpursville Cen-
tral School:

Johnny Hart Scholarship -- Awarded to a grad-
uating senior(s) for excellence in the visual and/
or performing arts field. This scholarship is given 
in Memory of Johnny Hart by the Hart family and 
phone-a-thon pledges through the Colesville Dol-
lars for Scholars. 

Tracie Livermore Memorial Scholarship 
-Awarded to a graduating senior(s) who has shown 
dedicated service to the community and strong 
family values near and dear to their heart as Tracie 
had always done. This scholarship is given by the 
Board of Directors of the Nineveh Public Library 
in loving memory of Tracie Livermore our former 
librarian.

Technology Award -Awarded to a graduating 
senior(s) who has demonstrated interest and ini-
tiative in Technology courses. This award is spon-
sored by the former Sanitaria Spring Grange

Dollars for Scholars Scholarship - Awarded 
to graduating seniors who show merit and will be 
pursuing higher education. This scholarship was 

founded by the Colesville Rotary.
The Board of Directors is in the process of 

adding additional scholarships for the 2015-2016 
school year.  We will be contacting local businesses 
during the Fall 2015 to develop new scholarships.  

If you would be interested in sponsoring a new 
scholarship category please contact Al Dauphinais 
– DFS President (607) 693-3278.

Harpursville Central School Alumni 
Assoc.

by June (Clark) Tarsia, Pres.

Hope everyone had a great summer.
Our annual luncheon was a huge success. 

It was held on Saturday, June 6, 2015. This year 
we had a total off 144 in attendance. The honored 
class (1965) had 24 classmates there; there were 
81 Alumni members and all 4 scholarship winners.

The scholarship winners this year were:
    Adam Copeland                       Havens
    Shelby Medovich                     Renee Niles
This year the Alumni Assoc. donated a "blue 

book" and a "gold book" to Betty Bayles and she 
very kindly mailed them to the New York State 
Library Archives in Albany, N.Y. So if you go to 
Albany check out the Archives.

Between the 2 scholarship fund raisers we 
had, we were able to raise enough money for 1 1/2 
scholarship. That is a huge help. Thanks to every-
one.

I would like to thank all the businesses on be-
half of the Alumni Assoc. for the door prizes for 
our luncheon.

Any questions please contact me at: junetar-
sia@yahoo.com.
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Town of Colesville Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan 

by Al Dauphinais

As state law makes clear, a comprehensive plan 
is a powerful document. In a court of law, an up 
to date comprehensive plan gives validity to local 
land use decisions. In a town with a comprehensive 
plan, other governmental agencies must consider 
the impact of capital projects on the adopted plan. 
By preparing a comprehensive plan, a community 
lays out its shared vision and builds consensus for 
projects and policies. A comprehensive plan can be 
used to protect resources and guide development. 
Over the past year, a number of individuals partici-
pated in the development of the Town of Colesville 
Comprehensive Plan 2015. 

This plan updates the 1983 Colesville Com-
prehensive Land Use Plan. The updated plan was 
drafted by a special board assembled by the Town 
Board who worked in close cooperation with the 
Broome County Department of Planning. In pre-
paring this plan, the Town of Colesville Compre-
hensive Plan Committee assembled historic and 
current community information, including data on 
population, age, household size and type, income, 
occupation, industry, housing condition, transpor-
tation infrastructure, utilities, public facilities, en-
vironmental resources, land use, agriculture and 
existing ordinances.

To gather public input, the Comprehensive Plan 
Committee conducted a survey of residents and 
held a series of work sessions and public meetings. 
In September 2014, the Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan Committee prepared and mailed a 10-ques-
tion. Using records from the Broome County Of-
fice of Real Property, 1,474 surveys were delivered 
to property owners, and 284 were completed and 
returned. The Comprehensive Plan Committee 
also conducted a series of open meetings to dis-

cuss elements of the Comprehensive Plan. At a 
public hearing on January 12, 2015, the staff of the 
Broome County Planning Department conducted 
a Strengths-Weaknesses- Opportunities-Threats 
(SWOT) exercise with the numerous Town resi-
dents in attendance. Through this SWOT analysis, 
residents listed the assets that the community can 
draw on, the shortcomings or deficits that must be 
overcome, the opportunities that should be seized 
upon, and the dangers that face the Town of Coles-
ville.

Currently the Plan is going through the Town 
Board approval process.  The process includes re-
view by the Town Board Members and holding 
public meeting for comments on the plan.  If there 
are suggested changes that arise from the public 
hearings the Town Board will review them and 
consider their addition to or deletion from the doc-
ument.

Once the Town of Colesville Comprehensive 
Plan 2015 is adopted by the Town Board it will be 
available at the Nineveh Public library, The Har-
pursville Central School Library, and for download 
at the Town of Colesville website -- www.townof-
colesville.org

This comprehensive plan will ultimately be 
judged by how successfully it is implemented.  The 
recommendations were the result of a great deal 
of work, input, and analysis, and they should now 
be put into action. Implementation will only be 
successful if the plan is dynamic. The plan should 
be reviewed periodically to ensure that it remains 
relevant to the challenges faced by the Town of 
Colesville.
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Historian’s News

by Val LaClair, Town Historian

This was a beautiful summer, but our group 
lost two wonderful people. Kelly Barber, a great 
person, who was interested in local history and 
attended many of our meetings passed away this 
summer. Our condolences to her family.

We were all shocked and sadden to hear of the 
death of Bob Guley. He was a very talented artist 
whose goal was to bring local history awareness to 
our community. Our deepest sympathy to his fam-
ily.

The Colesville Summer Concert Series were 
very successful and well attended this year. Thank 
you to our town for sponsoring them, to Jim Dal-
piaz for the interesting line up, to the nonprofit 
groups for their yummy refreshments and for the 
public attending to enjoy them.

The Doraville School house, including the out-
house, needed some painting and they both look 
white and perky again. Also the Gazebo and wood-
en chairs are once again bright with a new coat of 
paint on them.

The land next to the Doraville School has had 
some trees and stumps removed for the start to 
convert what was an eyesore into a park. It already 
looks so much better thanks to Jan McKnight and 
the highway department. Jan McKnight has also 
planted some shrubs, hostas, and burning bush 
around the historian’s office making this area look 
so much better. Thank you Jan.

There will be a historic marker at the River-
view Cemetery for Robert Harpur who is buried 
there. The Historian’s Committee received a grant 
for this from the Titus Fund and it should be here 
any day.

Many of the stones in the Colesville abandoned 
cemeteries have topples or are broken. Pat Dalpi-
az and Doug Rhodes are doing a wonderful job of 

getting the ones that have the greatest need for at-
tention to be fixed. Some of the work is being hired 
out, some is being done by family ancestors and 
some by volunteers. Our thanks to all involved.   
We are really excited about the 2016 calendar 
which should be out soon. This year people from 
Colesville are featured. They will be available at 
the Colesville Town Hall, Eastern Broome Senior 
Center, from Jan McKnight and from me.

When I first became the Colesville Historian, 
the Committee published the Doraville School 
cookbook. There are just a few copies left, so we 
are going to do a Doraville School cookbook, vol-
ume 2 next year. Recipes are being collected now. 
Please submit your favorites, as many as you wish 
to share. You can leave them at the Colesville Town 
Hall, give them to me or call me and I will give you 
a list of people who can get them to us

   The Town of Colesville Historian’s Adviso-
ry Committee meets on the second Monday of the 
month, March through November at 7:00 pm at the 
Colesville Town Hall. Anyone interested in history 
is welcome. There are no dues and you may attend 
one meeting or all of them. Just stop in and check 
us out. Read the sign outside of the Town Hall for 
programs, check the Windsor Standard, or give me 
a call. 607-648-8341. It is not a club, so if you en-
joy history please come.

   Robert Harpur was born in Ireland in the early 
1730s where he was raised with a respect for reli-
gion and education. He was educated at Glasgow 
University in Scotland. His family moved to New 
York in 1761 seeking to be able to practice their 
religion without being hassled. Robert soon be-
came a Professor of Mathematics at Kings College 
now known as Columbia College. He participated 
in several state conventions and land exploration 
along the Hudson. In 1776 he became involved in 
the Revolution as a member of the colonial mili-
tia. In 1780 he was appointed Deputy Secretary 
of State. Following the war he received two large 
land grants, one being along the Susquehanna Riv-



   Town of Colesville News and Notes • Fall, 2015 • 9

er, which is our present Harpursville, named in his 
honor. For his role as educator, statesman, soldier, 
and land developer, Harpur College, a division of 
SUNY Binghamton, N.Y., was also named after 
him. Robert Harpur died in 1825 and was buried on 
his estate, but later moved to Riverview Cemetery 
in Harpursville.

Colesville Super Celebration 

by Michelle Noyes

What a wonderful Celebration this year! Fri-
day evening started out with a continued tradition 
of free hot dogs, cooked and served by the Har-
pursville Fire Dept. In addition to hot dogs we 
had snow cones and popcorn served up by the 
Harpursville Baptist Church folks, Bethel Chapel 
made cotton candy and balloon animals for all to 
enjoy. While children of all ages where enjoying 
the food, special guest from our local zoo, Animal 
Adventure, stopped by. Thank you Jordan for that 
visit! At dark we had “Movie on the Giant Screen” 
with many thanks to Tom Fargo. We are in hopes 
of continuing with Friday as being a “FREE” night 
for all to enjoy. 

Saturday, breakfast was available at the Har-
pursville United Methodist Church before the pa-
rade started. The parade was led by the Harpurs-
ville Fire Dept. and our Grand Marshals, Jim and 

Bev Eggelston. Following behind were Colesville 
Ambulance, Doodle Bugs, Mustang Club, Antique 
Cars, Tractor, Fire Trucks, Church floats, and more. 
Thank you to all who participated in the annual pa-
rade. 

There were many vendors and events through-
out the day and evening. There was a Wild, Wild 
West Show, K-9 Demo, Cow-Flop-Bingo, Ice 
Cream and Chicken Wing eating contests, Pie and 
Cupcake Baking contest, and Live Auction. To 
wrap up our Town and Independence Day Celebra-
tion our ever famous Fire Works Show! We, the 
committee, can not say THANK YOU enough to 
all the local merchants and community members 
that help support us so this weekend is possible. 

The planning has begun for 2016 so mark your 
calendars for July 9th and 10th. There will fund-
raisers throughout the next months to help us raise 
the funds needed for Super Celebration. The first 
being a Christmas Auction, Friday, November 6, 
2015 at 7 pm at the Harpursville American Legion.  

For information: Parade—Jodi—607-759-
8031 Vendor—Michelle—607-206-1820 Events—
Tonia—607-237-4556 

Please LIKE and SHARE our FACEBOOK. 
To keep up on events please check out our 

FACEBOOK page Colesville Super Celebration.
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Old Onaquaga Historical Society
Come check us out!!

The Amazing Life of
Rebecca Kellogg Ashley

“Wausaunia”

Inscription reads:

In memory of
WAUSAUNIA

Rebecca Kellogg Ashley
Born December 22, 1695 in Suffield, Mass.

Died August, 1757 in Windsor, NY
Interpreter for the Indians at the “Old Ford.”

A mission station in charge of 
Rev. Gideon Hawley in 1748

First White Woman in Broome County, NY

by Bob Guley, composed in 2013.

Rebecca Kellogg Ashley, interpreter for mis-
sionaries at the Indian settlement of Onaquaga 
(now Windsor, NY) in the mid-1750’s was the first 
white woman in Broome County. She was born 
December 22, 1695, in Deerfield, Massachusetts, 
of pioneer parents Martin and Sarah Dickinson 
Kellogg. Her siblings were Martin Jr., Johanna, Jo-
seph and Jonathan.

On February 29, 1704, in early morning hours, 
more than 250 French and Indians raided Deerfield 
and took many of the settlers north onto captivi-
ty, including five of the Kellogg’s.  Rebecca, then 
nine years old, along with her sister Johanna and 
half-brother Martin were taken to the Christian 
Mohawk settlement at Kahnawake on the shores 
of the St. Lawrence River below Montreal. Martin 
soon escaped and returned to New England, as did 
his father. Joseph was redeemed in 1714, but Re-
becca would be a 33 year old woman before she 
came home and Johanna, although she would visit 
family in New England several times with her chil-
dren by a Mohawk chief, would never return to live 
there again.

Rebecca remained in New England for many 
years working tirelessly as an interpreter for the 
native people at Indian missions like the Mission 
School at Stockbridge Massachusetts. In May of 
1753, at the age of 57, she along with her husband 
of eight years, Benjamin Ashley, accompanied the 
Rev. Gideon Hawley in a mission to the Iroquois 
settlement at Onaquaga in Susquehanna Valley. 
There she spent the remaining years of her life as 
a beloved interpreter for a people who called her 
Wausaunia and who “lamented her loss” when she 
died in August 1757.

Rebecca was buried at the base of Ouaquaga 
Mountain. To honor her, the Tuscarora Chapter of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution placed 

Old Onaquagan
Historical Society

Family Membership:  $15.00 per year

Name_______________________________
Address_____________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Mail with your check to:
O. O. H. S.
P.O. Box 318
Harpursville, NY  13787
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Your Highway Department 

by Jim Bulger, Highway Superintendent 

Due to the heavy rains in June and July, the 
weather made it difficult for us to prepare the roads 
for the oil and stone. Unfortunately, it left us be-
hind schedule. 

One of the major projects we completed this 
year was the reconstruction of Bates Road. We 
cleaned the ditches and replaced pipes that were 
bad. The soft spots had to be dug out and replaced 
with new material. The cost was approximately 
$40,000.00 for the project. The Extreme Winter 
Recovery monies of $31,781.18 assisted in the 
funding for this project. A second coat of 1 ST 
stone and oil will have to be reapplied in the spring 
of 2016.

The second large project of the year was the 
reshaping of Harper, Marsh Pond and Hartz Roads. 
We spent four weeks, cleaning, shaping, widening 
and removing poor material. Currently we are put-
ting new gravel in spots as needed.

The third large project this year was Main 
Street. Once school ended for the summer we be-
gan to mill 11/2” to 2” deep from Route 79 to North 
Drive. After two weeks we had Broome Bituminous 
pave the road. The road was widened as an attempt 
to make it safer for the students who walk. I have 
been asked many times why we did not pave the 
road to Route 7. Unfortunately, the cost of blacktop 
to do those 5 tens was $60,000.00 where oil and 
stone cost $11,500.00. The cost for the first half of 
the milling and paving was $ 56,203.26. The total 
cost for Main Street was $71,898.29. 

The fourth project was to oil and stone. Cum-
ber Road which cost $11,059.80; Lovejoy Road 
$44,554.40, Hickox Road $25,379.40, Johnson 
Road $11,154.80, Parkview Road $33,448.50, 
Belden Manor Road $13,936.80, and Golden Lane 
$8,614.70. The prices do not reflect the blacktop 
used to shim and patch those roads before oil and 
stone is applied.

 It is now time to switch preparation from sum-
mer to the winter season. As this newsletter is be-
ing printed we are hauling sand for the roads. As 
the bad weather approaches, please remember to 
give yourself plenty of time to get where you are 
going. At times the weather is different in Harpurs-
ville than Sanitaria Springs, so please call the high-
way department.

For questions and concerns, I encourage you to 
contact me at the Highway Department 693-1171. 
Thank you for your patience as we strive to keep 
our roads safe for travel.

a stone memorial on her grave site in 1909. The 
DAR replaced the boulder in 1984.

The story of this extraordinary woman who 
lived here over 250 years ago tells us so much about 
the hardships and sacrifices endured by many good 
people in the early years before our country was 
formed. It is fitting that Rebecca’s Indian name 
Wausaunia in translation means “the bridge.”
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Harpursville Post Office
Autumn 2015 Safety Newsletter

Crisp fall days, cooler nights…. This is a beau-
tiful time of year in our part of New York. But as 
the Harpursville Post Office works to provide the 
best service for you, we need your help to over-
come the obstacles that autumn and the earliest 
days of winter can deliver. Here are a few tips on 
the autumn safety hazards you can control. Togeth-
er, let’s all enjoy the season while we keep your 
neighbors, our letter carriers, safe in Harpursville. 

LuAnn Stone
Postmaster, Harpursville

It’s just wet leaves, right? 
No, not when you ask letter carriers with bro-

ken bones and twisted ankles from a fall on wet 
leaves. Wet leaves also hide other walking hazards 
like holes, hoses, branches or curbs. That puts any 
visitor to your residence – including letter carriers 
– at risk. Homeowners are, of course, financially 
liable.

We rely on you to help:
• Remove debris from yards and walkways, in-
cluding leaves.
• Check the conditions of walkways and steps, 
repairing damages promptly.
• Adjust gutter spouts to drive water away from 
walkways.
• As temperatures drop, clear piles of icy or 
snow covered leaves.

No Kids At Mail Trucks
Please be sure kids do not approach postal ve-

hicles while we are on the streets. We may not see 
them and wish no harm to our youngest customers. 
We love a wave from a distance but please wait un-

til our trucks leave before kids retrieve the family 
mail at the box.

Clocks Change Sunday, Nov. 1 
As days grow shorter, watch for letter carriers on 

foot and slow moving postal vehicles. Leave a 
light on to illuminate possible hazards near your 
mailbox. And don’t zip by your neighbors clear-

ing mailboxes or collecting their mail.

Don’t let mail go to the dogs… 
Experts estimate about 380 dogs are found in 

a community the size of Harpursville and we visit 
the homes with those dogs every day. Thousands of 
carriers are injured by dogs each year. You can help 
by following these tips:

• If a letter carrier delivers mail or packages to 
your front door, place your dog in a separate 
room and close that door before opening the 
front door
• Remind children to keep the family dog se-
cured
• Do not to take mail directly from letter carri-
ers in the presence of a dog may view the letter 
carrier handing mail as a threatening gesture
The Postal Service places the safety of its em-

ployees as a top priority. If a letter carrier feels 
threatened by a vicious dog or if a dog is running 
loose, the owner will be asked to pick up the mail 
at the Post Office until the animal has been re-
strained. If the dog is roaming the neighborhood, 
the dog owner’s neighbors may be asked to pick up 
their mail at the Post Office as well.

Hey! Nice mailbox there!
A new mailbox brightens the landscape, adds 

identity to a property and – with a larger container 
that can hold more packages -- can even help you 
skip a trip to the post office.

Here are some helpful guidelines to follow 
when installing a new mailbox:

• Position your mailbox 41" to 45" above 
ground level
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Colesville Community Pantry

by Kathy Merrill 

Red, orange, gold, bronze—the colors of au-
tumn brighten the days that will soon lead to the 
holidays. Holidays are not always happy times for 
some families; families that have to struggle to 
supply food and other essentials each day. The pan-
try is some place that these families have to look 
for help. During the year, the pantry supplies paper 
products, detergents, personal products and school 
supplies as well as food with help from the Har-
pursville Rotary and the

Harpursville United Methodist Church, to as-
sist these families. This year the Feinstein Foun-
dation did not hold a grant drive that usually helps 
draw donations into the pantry. Thanks to dona-
tions of food from the North Fenton United Meth-
odist and Harpursville Central School and mone-
tary donations from members of the community 
and Harpursville and Ouaquaga United Methodist 

Churches and the Nineveh Presbyterian Church, 
the pantry has been able to supply some of what 
these families need.  BUT the need is greater this 
time of year. If you or your organization would 
like to donate food or monetarily, you can call 693-
2990 or 693-1228 or send a donation to: Colesville 
Community Pantry, PO Box 62,

 Harpursville, NY 13787. If someone is in 
need, the pantry is open the first and third Tuesday 
of each month from 10 a.m-12 p.m. and 4:30-6:30 
p.m. All residents of the town of Colesville are el-
igible to come to the pantry with proof of residen-
cy and each member of the household. The third 
Thursday of the month, a mobile pantry from 12-1 
p.m. is held for everyone; no requirements needed.

The Colesville Volunteer Ambulance Service, 
Inc. has housed the pantry for 14 years supply-
ing free electric, heat and space. Members of the 
squad, the Harpursville Rotary and Interact Group 
also help during the mobile pantry.  The families of 
the pantry as well as the Pantry Board would like to 
thank these organizations for all their service.

• Place your mailbox 6" to 8" back from the 
curb
• Put your house or apartment number on the 
mailbox
• If your mailbox is on a different street from 
your house or apartment, put a full street ad-
dress on the box
• If you attach the box to your house, make sure 
the postal carrier can reach it easily
• Call us before you install a box and we’ll help 
you pick the right one.

Harpursville Post Office
3619 State Route 79

Harpursville, NY 13787
Retail Hours

Mon-Fri 9am-12pm; 1pm-4:45 pm
Sat 9 am - Noon

Lobby Hours
Mon-Fri 7 am - 5:00 pm

Sat 7 am – 12 pm



14 • Town of Colesville News and Notes •Fall, 2015

Newsletter Copies
 If you are reading this newsletter and  reside in 

the Town and did not receive a copy via mail and 
would like to be added to future mailings or would 
like to be taken off our mailing list,  please call 
693-1174 or complete and return the form to:

           Tomi Stewart Town Clerk
            P.O. Box 27
            Harpursville, N Y 13787
           

Please check one of the following:

 The address it was sent to is incorrect
 The name on the address label is incorrect
 I want to view the newsletter on the
    Town’s Website
 I want to be removed from the mailing list.

Name:______________________________
___________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________
 ___________________________________
 ___________________________________

Heating Safety

by Brad McAvoy, Code Enforcement Officer

With the Fall season here and Winter season 
approaching fast your heating equipment needs to 
be serviced, cleaned and inspected for the upcom-
ing cold weather. Please have all chimneys, vents 
and connector pipes visually inspected and cleaned 
along with the heating equipment that they service. 
Please follow the manufactures recommendations 
on the inspection and make sure all safety devic-
es are not broken or removed. If you are planning 
on using any alternative forms of heating devices 
please follow the manufactures installation instruc-
tions and proper use for these units. Contact this 
office to find out if a permit for the installation of 
some of these units is required. You need to keep 
all combustible materials at least three feet (36 
inches) away from any heat source unless the unit 
is designed and approved for a closer distance and 
never refuel any liquids into the unit while it is run-
ning or hot. If you are not familiar with a particular 
device try going to the manufactures web site to 
download the information for the make and model 
that you are using. 

Outdoor Wood Burning Boilers
 If you have a concern with air quality 

from an outdoor wood burning boiler, you may 
call a DEC Employee Tom Gragg on 315-263-
0551.  Tom handles all complaints, whether it’s 
an old boiler or a new one. Please don’t hesitate 
to call him if you have concerns. 
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Town Board Meeting: 1st Thursday 7:00 pm, Town Hall

Planning Board: 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Town Hall

Zoning Board of Appeals: 3rd Thursday 7:30 pm, Town Hall

American Legion: 2nd Tues. 7:00 pm American Legion

American Legion Auxiliary 1st Tuesday 7:00 pm American Legion

Sons of American Legion 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm American Legion

Colesville Historian Advisory Committee: 2nd Monday, 7:00 pm, Town Hall

Colesville Youth Commission: 3rd Wednesday. 6:30 pm Town Hall

Eastern Broome Nutrition Center: Monday – Friday 9:00 am -  2:00 pm Senior Center

Harpursville Board of Education: 2nd & 4th Monday 7:00 pm Elementary School

Harpursville Youth Baseball: 2nd Sunday 7:00 pm American Legion

Harpursville Youth Civic Association, Inc. 1st Monday 7:00pm Harpursville Elementary School

Nineveh Public Library, 3029 State Hwy. 7, P.O. Box 124, Nineveh, NY 13813 Hours:  Mon. -  Thurs. 12:30 pm - 
7:30 pm, Fri. & Sat. 9:00 am - 3:00 pm. Board Meetings: 1st Tuesday at 10:00 am on alternate months 

Old Ouaquaga Historical Society, 3rd Monday 7:00 pm, St. Luke’s’ Museum 

Colesville Volunteer Ambulance Service......693-3379
P.O. Box 62, Harpursville, N Y 13787   
Business Meeting: 1st Wednesday of each month at 8:00  pm
Trainings: 2nd Wednesday and 4th Thursday each month at 
7:00 pm

Colesville Fire District #1...............................693-1454
P.O. Box 245, Harpursville, N Y 13787    
Business Meeting: 1st Monday of each month

Colesville – Windsor Fire District #2............655-1913
P.O. Box  5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting: 2nd Sunday, 7:00 pm, Ouaquaga Fire Co.

Ouaquaga Fire Company...............................655-1913
P.O. Box 5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting: 3rd Thursday, 8:00 pm, Ouaquaga 
Fire Co.

MEETING DATES TO REMEMBER

EMERGENCY SERVICES CALENDAR

Colesville Fire District #3:

Harpursville Fire Department ......................693-1454
P.O. Box 98, Harpursville, NY 13787
Business Meeting: 2nd Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm
Trainings: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm.

Sanitaria Springs Fire Company...................648-2332
811 NY Rte 7, Port Crane, N Y 13833,   
Business meeting:1st Monday of each month , 8:00 pm
Trainings: other Mondays at 7:00 pm

West Colesville Fire Company.......................693-1001
1305 Colesville Rd. Binghamton, NY 13905  
Business meetings: 2nd Tuesday of each month, 8:00 pm
Training: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm



The Town of Colesville Newsletter is published twice a year: Spring and Fall. 
This  is our 54th edition. If you have any questions or suggestions,  

please contact the editor, Doug Rhodes, or coordinator Tomi Stewart. 
Special thanks to Eastern Broome Senior Center for  putting  it together.

PRST STD
U.S. POSTAGE

P A I D
Binghamton, NY
Permit No.127

TOWN OF COLESVILLE 
780 Welton Street
Harpursville, N Y 13787
www.townofcolesville.org

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

DIRECTORY

Supervisor, Glenn Winsor...........................693-1794 (Office) 
P.O. Box 421, Harpursville, NY 13787       693-2582 (Home) 
ColesvilleSupervisor@echoes.net

Town Clerk, Tomi Stewart........................................693-1174
P.O. Box 27,  Harpursville, NY 13787 
ColesvilleClerk@echoes.net

Town Council
Margaret Wicks..........................................................693-2367
Doug Rhodes..............................................................693-1255
Michael Olin..............................................................655-2351
Gordon Carroll...........................................................724-4234

Highway Superintendent James Bulger..................693-1171
789 Welton Street, Harpursville, NY 13787  
ColesvilleHighway@echoes.net

Enforcement Officer, Brad McAvoy........................693-1795
P.O. Box 27, Harpursville, NY 13787    
ColesvilleEnforcement@echoes.net

Dog Control Office, Michael Rhodes.......................693-1592
P.O. Box 27, Harpursville, NY 13787  

Town Justice..............................................................693-1172
P.O. Box 166, Harpursville, NY 13787  
ColesvilleJustice@echoes.net  
Robin Kratz         Court Clerk             
Paul Powell        Town Justice 

Assessors....................................................................693-1661
P.O. Box 27,  Harpursville, NY 13787               
ColesvilleAssessor@echoes.net
Ron Young –Chairman 
Bob DeMarmels 
Jim VanWoert  

Town Historian, Val LaClair.....................................648-8341

Nineveh Public Library, Michelle Cimaomo..............693-1858

Senior Center ...........................................................693-2069
33 Golden Lane, Harpursville 

Broome County Sheriff............................................778-1911

State Police................................................................775-1241

 


