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In Remembrance
The Honorable Edward A. Mosher passed 

away on Thursday, October 2, 2014.    He served 
the Town of Colesville as a Planning Board Mem-
ber from 1970-1986; as a Town Councilman from 
1987-1991 and as Town Supervisor from 1992 un-
til 2013.  

The Honorable Richard (Dick) N. Finch passed 
away on Tuesday, August 5, 2014, in Warden, 
Washington. Mr. Finch served as Town Council-
man from 1964-1968 and as Town Supervisor from 
1968-1988.  

Both men were blessed with wonderful fami-
lies and many friends.  Ed and Dick enriched our 
community with their leadership and graciousness.  
Their dedicated service and commitment as your 
supervisors, is their lasting legacy. Each will be 
greatly missed. 

Supervisor’s Notes

 Glenn S. Winsor

This summer the town’s financial records for 
each of its departments were audited. I am pleased 
to report that the audit findings disclosed no “ir-
regularities or material errors” in the overall op-
erations of the town – with records being in good 
order.

While fiscal stress becomes an increasingly vi-
able issue to towns, villages, and counties   within 
the state, the Town of Colesville continues to main-
tain a standard of good fiscal condition.

Comprehensive Land Use Plan
Your Town Board together with the Officer of 

Broome County Economic Development is plan-
ning for the future of our community. Comprehen-
sive plans are sometimes referred to as land use 
plans—they often deal with issues related to the 
appropriate uses of land. In many cases, compre-
hensive plans are prepared to address compatibility 
issues between various uses of land, management 
and preservation of natural resources, identifica-
tion and preservation of historically significant 
lands and structures, and adequate planning for in-
frastructure needs. In other instances, comprehen-
sive plans are utilized to address issues related to 
schools, recreation, and housing. 

Earlier this year Broome County Planning and 
Economic Development sent surveys to the Town 
of Colesville residents asking us to complete the 
questionnaire.  The results are being tabulated. A 
Public Hearing on the Update of our Comprehen-
sive Plan is scheduled for Monday, January 12th, 
2015, to be held at the Colesville Town Hall, 780 
Welton Street, Harpursville, NY at 7 PM.  
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Colesville Zoning Board Of Appeals

by Gordy Carroll Chairman

The first and foremost Zoning Board news I 
would like to share the longstanding commitment 
of one of the board members: Amedeo Cimini.  He 
has been serving the town and its residents for a 
milestone of 30 years. Amedeo has been on the 
zoning board since its inception in 1984. Colesville 
residents, please join me in both congratulations 
and a heartfelt thank you to Amedeo for the three 
decades of service to our town! Secondly, in that 
spirit of service, the Zoning Board is seeking po-
tential candidates to fill openings on the board. The 
zoning board is charged with hearing and deciding 
cases brought by town residents in areas such as 
area variances, use variances and special permits 
for different uses of land within the town. It is an 
opportunity to be involved in your local govern-
ment process. I have found it rewarding and a very 
worthwhile endeavor over my near two decades 
on the board. The Zoning Board meets monthly as 
needed. We would like to hear from you if there is 
interest on your part to assist your fellow residents 
with their unique zoning related issues. Please con-
tact me (Gordy Carrol), Supervisor Glenn Winsor 
or any town councilperson for consideration. 

AUXILIARY POLICE
DIVISION #6

by Ross Culver – Chief

As fall arrives, we can look back at the past 
summer activities of our organization’s involve-
ment in the Community. They have included 
School graduation, July Super Celebration, Memo-
rial Day activities, Summer Concerts at the Gazebo 
and various other events.

We are few in number and would like to solicit 
anyone who’d like to volunteer their time serving 
the people of our Community. You may contact me 
at 693-2016.

Youth Baseball

by Kristy McWherter

Harpursville Youth Baseball is looking for in-
dividuals who are willing to join the board and 
continue to foster the love of baseball. We meet 
the 2nd Sunday of the month.  If you are interested 
please call Jamie McWherter 607-765-5198 or Bri-
an Fleming at 607-765-5007.
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Harpursville Fire Company (list of members)  From left to right;Firefighter Michael Fargo, Firefighter Brian Oleniacz, EMT Loretta 
Winsor-Scuorzo, Firefighter Abaigail Bird, Firefighter James Van Abs,   Lieutenant/President Eric Winsor , Captain Dennis Rowe III, 
Past Chief Charles Rogers, 1st Asst. Chief Michael Balles, Chief Jeffrey Buckler, Past Chief Ronald Buckler, 2nd Asst. Chief David Bird 
Jr., Past Chief Clarence Rogers, Captain Stephen Winsor, Lieutenant Kurtis Van Abs , EMS Captain Theresa Buckler, Firefighter/EMT 
Bradford McAvoy, Firefighter Jacqueline Buckler, EMT / Vice President Cindy Balles, Firefighter Peter Mutz 

On July 6th, 2014 the Harpursville Fire Company celebrated its 75th Anniversary.
For 75 years Volunteers of the Harpursville Fire Company have dedicated themselves to protecting 

their friends and neighbors and making our community a safer place to live. 
The Town Board of the Town of Colesville is grateful for the extraordinary service that the members, 

past and present, provide to our community.
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Ouaquaga Fire Company, Inc.

by Irv Soden Chief 

It’s been a good year in Ouaquaga. At ‘press 
time’ we have had no structure fires, and few other 
types of fire either for that matter. OK, so we had 
this really big brush fire back in March; it must 
have covered at least a hundred square feet; we 
even had to flip over a frozen block of old leaves 
from the previous fall in order to completely extin-
guish this one. We did get to use our new swivel 
dump on the pumper-tanker at a fire in Windsor, 
but other than that this has been a really good year 
for the fire company. Now if we can just get the last 
couple of months to treat us the same!

The big event of the year, the Faerie Fest, was 
held in late June, with several hundred visitors de-
scending on the tiny hamlet to revel in medieval 
music and games for three days. The real highlight 
this year – it didn’t rain like it did last year! The 
Ladies Auxiliary once again provided breakfast on 
Saturday and Sunday and the fire company held its 
annual ice cream social on Saturday night, in order 
to take advantage of the larger number of people 
in the area.  This proved to be an excellent deci-
sion, as the sweet-seeking visitors gobbled down 
over five gallons of vanilla and four of chocolate 
ice cream. Strawberry seemed to be out of favor 
this year; we had lots of that left over at the end of 
the evening. Of course, as we sat around the station 
planning out next year’s event, a lot of the left over 
strawberry did manage to disappear somewhere, 
somehow.

The dry hydrant at the river got an upgrade dur-
ing the summer.   Apparently the high water of the 
late winter and spring managed to break off the 
rather long pipe that ran from the hydrant to the 
strainer in a deep hole near the center of the river.  

The pipe was shortened and placed in a hole clos-
er to the nearest shore, hopefully making a repeat 
breakdown less likely this year. We can always 
hope.

You may be seeing some blue signs, similar to 
the fire number signs for the Town of Colesville, 
around the hamlet in the near future; they are be-
ing placed at 1000 foot increments from the dry 
hydrant at the river and the hydrant at the station 
to give mutual aid companies a landmark for the 
use of our large diameter hose in case of a structure 
fire in or near the hamlet itself.  They will have the 
letters ‘OFC LDH’ and either a ‘1K’, ‘2K – RE’ or 
‘3K’ attached.  The ‘RE’ indicates where we think 
a relay engine should be placed in the system to 
keep the pressure up enough to allow the water to 
flow efficiently. We carry enough LDH to stretch 
over 3,000 feet and all mutual aid companies carry 
enough to reach any location in or near the hamlet. 
To give you an idea of just how far ours alone will 
stretch, 3,000 feet from the station along Route 79 
will take you almost to the intersection of Welton 
Street, going west, and just short of Ouaquaga 
Road in the other direction, so we should be able to 
protect everyone in the hamlet without the neces-
sity of tanker shuttles in the event of a big fire here.  
Let’s hope the signs become nothing more than cu-
riosities for travelers throughout our area.

Speaking of protecting our area, we are in need 
of more members. We are the smallest of the Coles-
ville companies and having enough people to get 
the trucks out on calls is becoming a problem. You 
don’t need to know anything at all about the sci-
ence of firefighting; we’ll give you all the training 
you need; we’ll even give you a set of those funny 
looking clothes we wear when we do it. All you 
need to bring with you is the desire to help your 
fellow residents when they need it – you might be 
in need of it someday yourself you know; as long 
as you’re at least sixteen years old and willing to 
help out in any manner, we would welcome you 
with open arms. You don’t need to run into burning 
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buildings; there is a lot to do outside – driving the 
trucks, changing air bottles, advancing hose lines 
to the doors, fire police (no, you don’t get a gun! 
– and we’d greatly appreciate it if you didn’t try 
to arrest anyone either), and a host of other fire-
related activities are needed on our alarms. Let me 
transpose a Bible verse a little for our own purpos-
es:  ‘Do for others as you would have others do for 
you’. We’re in the station every Tuesday evening at 
seven PM and our meetings are the third Thursday 
of each month at 7:30. We’d love to have you; we 
need to have you! 

HCS  ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

June (Clark) Tarsia, President  

I start this out on a sad note.  As many of you 
know we lost a board member this year.  Erwin 
Kahn (class of 1964) passed this summer. He was 
past President and a valued member of the Asso-
ciation.

Joanne (Huggins) Romanchek (class of 1968) 
will finish Erwin’s term on the board.

On a lighter note -we had a record attendance 
at our annual luncheon. There were a total of 117 
in attendance. There were 77 Alumnus, 20 from 
the honored class of (1964) and 5 seniors from the 
class of (2014).

Starting with the class of 2014, we are giving 
out 4 scholarships of $1000.00 per recipient. The 
winners will receive $500.00 the first year and 
$500.00 the second year.

This year’s winners are:      

Katie Hoyt     

Kayla Schultz

Daniel Stanton     

Samantha Stillson

We have had two successful fund raisers for the 
benefit of the scholarship fund.  There have also 
been many donations and we greatly appreciate 
them.

Please remember any changes, addresses, etc., 
to contact a board member.

Also keep in mind we have our annual luncheon 
on the first Saturday in June.  The year’s honored 
class is 1965.

Thank you for supporting the HCS Alumni As-
sociation.  Any questions or concerns please con-
tact me at   tatamom5@aol.com

Highway Notes

by Jim Bulger Highway Superintendent

We have been extremely busy at the Highway 
Department this past summer, following the ex-
treme winter conditions. The weather had an ex-
treme effect on our town roads; culvert pipes had 
to be changed while sections of numerous roads 
needed to be dug up and refilled with stronger, 
quality material.

With fall upon us, we are still repairing many 
of these roads due to the damage from the winter 
weather.

Quinn Road has been completely redone:  full 
depth reclamation, reshaped, and chip sealed with 
two coats of 1st stone.

Thorn Hill Road, Buman Road, King Street, 
McCoy Road, Terrell Road, Moot Town Road, 
Briarwood, Smith Road, Wolfinger Way, and Dire 
Road were oiled and stoned this past summer.

While summer has ended, fall is upon us and 
winter will be here soon. Please drive carefully.  
The Town of Colesville is a large area, so while it 
may be nice here in town and snowing in Sanitaria 
Springs. Please do not hesitate to call and let us 
know.

The Highway Dept. would like to wish you 
safe and happy holidays.
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Historian’s news

by Val LaClair, Town Historian

Another summer is behind us, followed 
by our spectacular colors of fall leaves. What 
a beautiful part of the country we have here.                                                                                                                                
The Colesville Summer Concert Series were very 
well attended this year. Thank you to Jim Dalpi-
az who once again put together an interesting and 
enjoyable line of entertainers. Thank you also to 
Bob Guley for the posters he made and distributed, 
to the Colesville Ambulance Squad for the use of 
their facilities twice, to Todd Lampman and Roger 
Merrill for opening and closing the building for us, 
to the nonprofit groups who sold various foods for 
us to enjoy, but especially to the Town of Coles-
ville for sponsoring this wonderful program. A 
good time was had by all.                                                                                                                                            

The Doraville School was open on Memo-
rial Day and in the afternoon during the Coles-
ville Super Celebration with the showing of a 
film taken during the moving of the school. There 
were a good number of visitors on both days.                                                                                                                    
The Doraville School sign which pinpoints the 
school’s location and the contact number for an ar-
ranged visit was unreadable due to weather and has 
been redone by Bob Guley and the frame of it was 
painted by Floyd LaClair. Thank you to both as the 
sign looks great again.                                                              

Our annual bake sale on Memorial Day was a 
success thanks to everyone that baked, bought and 
sold. Part of the money that we make on this sale 
goes for a scholarship to a senior in the Harpurs-
ville School who is interested in history and com-
munity service. I am happy to announce that this 
year’s recipient was Tim Hoover. Tim has been at-
tending our meetings and offered to do some badly 
needed filing for us. He learned, as we all have, 
that the filing doesn’t go very fast. First you have to 
read part of the article to know where to file it, but 

then the contents spike your interest and you have 
to read more.  The 2015 calendar may be available 
by the time this newsletter is out. Special thanks 
go to Donna Broach who receives our pictures and 
articles to put the calendar together. This year we 
have featured some of the interesting buildings 
that were prominent in years past. Check them out. 
They are available in the Colesville Town Hall and 
the Eastern Broome Senior Center, from Jan McK-
night, and from Val LaClair.                                                

The pamphlet that we designed with Afton and 
Windsor last year is still available and we reordered 
more this year as it is very popular. It is available in 
several local places and outside of the towns also 
and features a touch of history and places of inter-
est in the three towns.  

This past summer I had the opportunity to set 
up an information table of Colesville’s History at 
the Port Crane Fire Company’s chicken BBQ, car 
show, and flea market. I also, with the help of Irene 
Yalch, did a History of Colesville program for the 
Nimmonsburg Rotary. Eastern Broome Senior 
Center asked me to do a program on Grandparents 
Day featuring some of the local grandparents who 
still have grandchildren in the area. All were inter-
esting and fun.

Our Colesville Historian’s Advisory Commit-
tee made an interesting trip to the Chenango Coun-
ty Museum in Norwich. There are several muse-
ums in a small radius of Colesville which are very 
informative, but all too often we do not take the 
time to visit and enjoy them. If you are interested 
in local history check them out and contact me if 
you don’t know where they are located.                                                                                                                                        

We were very sad to hear about the passing of 
Erwin Kahn. He was the Chairman of Abandoned 
Cemeteries for my historian’s group and he did an 
amazing job on keeping track of the conditions of 
the cemeteries. He made a book about each of them 
and oversaw the repairs of stones that were broken 
or tipped. He also put together books of each of the 
other cemeteries in Colesville. His work was very 
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precise and thorough. He was able to answer any 
inquiries involving Colesville’s Cemeteries. He 
and his work will be greatly missed. The Town has 
been given information and pictures of the Town 
of Colesville that he had collected over the years.

The abandoned cemeteries once again, due to 
the age of the cemeteries and the winters that we 
experience, have several stones that are tipped or 
broken. With the help of the town we have started 
some of this work, but funds are very limited. It is a 
shame to have the cemeteries of our former Coles-
ville residents lost. We are asking for donations to 
be able to preserve this part of our local history. We 
are also planning on doing some fund rising.  

 If anyone has any pictures or informa-
tion about Colesville’s past please share with 
us. We do not need the originals, copies are fine                                                                                                        
Our meetings are held on the second Monday of 
the month, March thru November in the Colesville 
Town Hall at 7:00 PM. Programs follow the meet-
ing. Anyone interested in history is welcome.

Nathaniel Cole, Sr. 1747 -1832 (continued)
           (as printed in the history information pamphlet)

Under government mandate to “maintain a pre-
pared militia” Cole’s Tavern and its adjacent pa-
rade ground became the site of military drills and 
instructions. Local men of service were under the 
command of visiting officers who were housed and 
fed in the tavern. A nearby racetrack provided en-
tertainment for visitors and residents. The settle-
ment was expanding.

Even by 1800, the tavern was impressive.
Two stories in height, painted red with hip 
roofs and 5 large windows across the upper 
front and each side of the clapboard structure, 
it stood out in the settlement at its highest crest.                                                                                                                                           
     The tavern had two front entrances, and two 
large chimneys and at either side housed large in-
terior fireplaces. Ground level access was into a 
large entry hall that featured fine carpentry hewn 
from local red pine, with planking 36 inches wide. 

A bar was at the right of the hall and a sitting parlor 
on the left.  A broad staircase led up to the second 
level. The ballroom at the top of the stairs spanned 
the full front of the building and had a raised band-
stand. Wax mannequins of celebrities graced the 
wall spaces and created a party-like atmosphere for 
occupants. Guest bedrooms occupied the back of 
the second level.

With Growth Comes Recognition:

In 1806 Nathaniel Cole Sr. applied to the U. S. 
Government for authority to establish a post office. 
Cole became the Postmaster and the area served 
was identified as Colesville. Under requirements 
of the Land Ordinance Act, one “square” of a 6X6 
mile “township” was to be set aside for education. 
A schoolhouse was built across the Farm to Market 
Road, opposite the tavern. Soon after a Presbyte-
rian Church joined the group of buildings around 
the tavern and Cambridge Settlement now became 
known as Colesville.                  

Rural life around the crossroads flourished 
during the first two decades of the 1800’s. In 1821 
the citizens petitioned Broome County for the priv-
ilege of becoming a township. It was so granted 
and named after one of its prominent early settlers, 
Nathaniel Cole Sr. At the first official meeting, held 
in Cole’s Tavern in 1822, John Warren Harpur, son

(continued on next page)

This picture of a building was given to me but I do not know 
where it was located, or what it was used for. If anyone knows, 
please call me at 648-8341.
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Harpursville Fire Department 

by Jeff Buckler Chief

It has been a tremendous year for the members 
of the Harpursville Fire Department. Our year be-
gan with many hours of fundraising in an effort to 
celebrate 75 Years of Service to our community. 
These events included a formal dinner, a parade 
(in conjunction with the Town of Colesville Super 
Celebration), a firematics competition and a com-
munity picnic.

We would like to extend our sincere apprecia-
tion to everyone who made our 75th Anniversary a 
success, including community residents, local area 
businesses, neighboring fire departments (both 
near and far) and local organizations.

In addition to celebrating this milestone, we 
have been very fortunate to receive several grants 
this year. Our first grant award was from the Ti-
tus Foundation which enabled us to purchase dress 
uniforms for the majority of our members. The 
timing of this grant award was impeccable as our 
members were able to wear these uniforms for our 
anniversary dinner and parade. Our department 
has not had formal dress uniforms since the mid 
1970’s.

Picture of Rotary Sign

of another prominent citizen, Robert Harpur, was 
elected Supervisor. Nathaniel Cole Jr. was chosen 
for overseer of the poor. Based on the New England 
pattern of civil government, the “Town Council” 
for the administration of service, aid, and the main-
tenance of property.

The Original Site of Colesville                                                                                                                                      

From records and maps, the junction of cur-
rent roadways--Watrous Road, Martin Hill Road, 
and Colesville Road was the location of the “Cam-
bridge Settlement” which became known as Coles-
ville in 1806. Today, all that remains of the settle-
ment is the Coles Hill Cemetery.

The Legacy of Nathaniel Cole

Since 1795, pioneer Nathaniel Cole Sr. hand-
shaped a colony of family, friends and neighbors 
into a thriving community. Over his busy lifetime, 
he selflessly gave much to the betterment of oth-
ers. In his later years he turned the operation of the 
tavern to his son Nathaniel Cole Jr., and later to 
junior’s son, James Henry Cole. The tavern left the 
Cole family ownership following its sale when the 
post office closed in 1876.                                                                                                                                           

In 1832, Nathaniel Cole Sr. died. He was buried 
near his beloved Colesville. Jesse Wilmont, one of 
the original 1795 settlers, deeded land for a ceme-
tery “for the inhabitants from the Cambridge Set-
tlement” from his apportioned land. The beautiful 
cemetery atop what has become Coles Hill is the 
final resting place for Cole and the early settlers. 
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Our next grant award was a regional Assistance 
to Firefighter’s Grant which was awarded to Har-
pursville, Sanitaria Springs, and West Colesville 
Fire Companies for self-contained breathing ap-
paratus and spare cylinders. These three depart-
ments decided to apply for this grant last fall as 
a combined effort so that all of the breathing ap-
paratus would be standardized for more efficient 
operations. The majority of the breathing apparatus 
being replaced is 16 years old and many safety re-
visions behind the current safety standards.

Shortly after receiving notification of this grant, 
the Harpursville Fire Department also received a 
grant award from the Ahearn Foundation for safety 
harnesses to go along with the new breathing appa-
ratus. These safety harnesses are mandated by the 
State of New York and this grant award will enable 
us to begin updating our older harnesses.

The latest grant we have received is a match-
ing grant through New York State Department of 
Conservation for additional firefighting equipment 

used in wild-land and refuse type fires. We will 
be purchasing smaller diameter hose and adapters 
along with light-weight firefighting gear which is 
more versatile for this type of fire suppression. 

Our members are very appreciative of each and 
every grant award that we receive. If it weren’t for 
the many hours of researching and applying for 
various funding opportunities we certainly would 
not be able to purchase the majority of the items 
mentioned.      

As our 75th Anniversary Year comes to a close, 
we begin to prepare for the upcoming fire season. 
Our members continue to train on a weekly basis 
to enhance their skills on many facets of firefight-
ing, rescue, and emergency medical services. In 
mid-October, five members of our department will 
be traveling to Pueblo Colorado for training per-
taining to railway incidents. This training is being 
provided free of charge by Canadian Pacific Rail-
way.

In closing, we would like to welcome the fol-
lowing new members to our department this year;

Michael Fargo
Thomas Fargo

Nicole Jaramillo
Craig Johnson
Kenneth Kolb

Nicholas Murrer
Cody Squires

Picture of SCBA Grant
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Eastern Broome Senior Center

 The staff and seniors of the Eastern Broome
 Center

Hello to the Colesville community from the 
Eastern Broome Senior Center! Thank you to all 
for your support of, interest and participation in, 
your local center this spring and summer season 
and throughout the year. We strive, as an Office 
for Aging center, to meet the needs of seniors and 
community members. As we work to provide ser-
vices and information to the community, you folks 
enhance and encourage the growth of your center- 
definitely a winning combination!

As you may already know, Eastern Broome is 
an activity and nutrition center offering people an 
opportunity to relax, have an affordable meal and 
socialize, play cards, games and Bingo, celebrate 
holidays, enjoy entertainment, exercise, and more!

We serve lunches Monday through Friday 
with Thursday’s meal a walk-in “Golden Griddle” 
brunch. Wednesdays we offer a nice homemade 
soup and sandwich bar and Fridays we serve a soup 
and Pub burger bar both from 11:30 am-12:30 pm 
with no reservation necessary.  The center has no 
age or membership requirements- all are welcome! 
If you would like to learn more about your local 
center just call or we would love to have you stop 
by for a meal and a tour of the center. As a first time 
guest we offer a welcome packet which includes a 
complimentary meal coupon as well as the Senior 
News and our center’s newsletter which lists our 
activities and services

We present information and assistance to se-
niors through programs, speakers, and literature. A 
variety of topics are addressed throughout the year 
including health issues and concerns, nutrition and 
exercise, finances, Medicare, fraud, Alzheimer’s, 
dementia, and more. The Office for Aging offers 
information and assistance to seniors. You may call 
the Senior Resource line at #778-2411 with your 

concerns. Written resources, such as our Elder Ser-
vices Guide and Financial Benefits Guide for Se-
niors, are also located at the senior center to help 
meet your needs. 

With fall upon us and winter fast approach-
ing, it is exciting to look forward to and know we 
will share the warmth and cheer of good friends. 
Time passes all too quickly even in winter, so let’s 
enjoy each moment together laughing, learning, 
and spreading happiness all around. The holiday 
season begins soon and brings, as always, lots of 
activity!  Before the seasonal festivities begin, we 
will be hosting a Saturday AARP Smart Driver 
Course on November 1st. from 9:00 am-3:30 pm 
with a breakfast buffet available at 11:00 am.  Res-
ervations are required and the cost is $20.00 for 
AARP members and $25. for non-members with 
a suggested contribution of $3.25 for your break-
fast if you are 60 and over, or a charge of $4.25 
for those under 60. The course is available to folks 
of all ages and offers safe driving tips and infor-
mation as well as insurance discounts. The follow-
ing week we will honor our veterans with a nice 
complimentary luncheon and program on Wednes-
day, November 5th, with “The Sounds of Music” 
at 12:15 pm. Then…on November 13th beginning 
at 4:00 pm let’s plan to enjoy an evening together 
with a nice dinner and great music by the gospel 
group “New Appalachia”. Evening dining is al-
ways an enjoyable experience as we share coffee 
and punch before dinner with some wonderful door 
prizes and music to follow. It’s fun for all and the 
center is available for all folks to enjoy regardless 
of age! On Saturday, November 8th, we will cele-
brate the annual “Holiday Open House’ of our gift 
shop, the “Crowe’s Nest”. We will be open from 
9:00 am-2:00 pm and the day will include a yummy 
bake sale, “appreciation” prizes, and an affordable 
lunch. We hope you will enjoy this opportunity to 
browse the creative handmade gifts and mark a few 
names off your holiday shopping list. This year for 
our Thanksgiving luncheon we will include in the 
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celebration our “Pastor Appreciation”. We hope to 
express our appreciation and gratitude for the care 
and effort the pastors provide to the community. 
Please join us in socializing with the local pastors 
and be entertained by the musical talent of Pastor 
Russ Lockwood as he performs on an accordion 
and a keyboard. 

Ho-ho-ho! December comes in with our Hol-
iday breakfast on Tuesday, December 2nd. from 
8:00-9:30 am.  No reservation is necessary for any 
Tuesday breakfast. Just come on the 2nd.- enjoy 
the festive music and visiting with friends, with 
delicious cookies and goodies to share. You may 
choose from an expanded menu made to order and 
served to you. We offer several menu items to in-
clude French toast or waffles with strawberries, 
blueberry pancakes, omelets, bacon or sausage, 
fruit, juice, and more! Our breakfast and most 
meals served are just a suggested contribution of 
$3.25 for folks 60 and better, or a charge of $4.25 
for all others. Our holiday season will include our 
annual children’s gift shop where our neighbor-
ing  pre-k age children are able to shop for family 
members and take home wrapped gifts for family 
as well as visit with Santa! Please call for more 
information as December approaches. The center’s 
holiday luncheon will be celebrated on Wednes-
day, December 10th with punch, goodies, and live 
entertainment by Rob Seigers and Kurt Osgood 
performing folk and Christmas tunes for an “Old 
Time Sing-a-Long” on banjo, mandolin, guitar, 
and dulcimer. As the year comes to a close let’s 
ring in the New Year together with luncheon and 
party on the 31st. Your local center is always a 
great place to be when there’s a holiday to observe 
or celebrate or just to visit and have a meal on a 
daily basis. You may choose to stay in touch via 
the internet on Office for Ageing website at http://
www.gobroomecounty.com/senior/scc . For those 
interested we are so pleased to offer you wireless 
capability at the center and continue to offer a nice 
library with computers and internet access.     

If you are interested in volunteering, Eastern 
Broome offers a variety of opportunities includ-
ing, but not limited to, our meal service, outreach, 
sharing creative talents, or leading a class. We also 
offer a “Meals on Wheels” program. This is a won-
derful service and offers a great volunteer opportu-
nity as a driver. This is a tangible way to make such 
a difference in someone’s life. Or, perhaps you or 
someone you know could benefit from receiving 
the program. If so, or with any other questions, 
please contact our “M.O.W.” supervisor, Margery 
Erckert, at #693-1566 for more information. 

  In closing, we sincerely thank all our fellow 
seniors, family, and friends in the surrounding 
communities once again for all your participation 
in the Eastern Broome Center! If you haven’t al-
ready visited or it’s been awhile since you stopped 
by, we invite you to come. We are easy to locate 
at 27 Golden Lane in Harpursville, right off Route 
79. You will be greeted with a welcoming smile 
and enjoy the opportunity to embrace a new fami-
ly of friends or re- acquaint with those you’d love 
to spend more time with. The center is open Mon-
day through Friday from 9:00 am-2:30 pm and at 
8:00 am on Tuesdays for breakfast as well as some 
evenings and Saturdays. We look forward to your 
company- hope to see you soon!
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Old Onaquagan
Historical Society

Family Membership:  $15.00 per year

Name_______________________________
Address_____________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Mail with your check to:
O. O. H. S.
P.O. Box 318
Harpursville, NY  13787

Old Onaquaga Historical Society

by Fran Bromley
Another season at the Colesville-Windsor Mu-

seum at St. Luke’s is fast coming to an end.  It has 
been a season of New Happenings.

We started the season with openings for two 
officers.  The Vice President’s position has been 
empty since Eileen Ruggieri moved into the Presi-
dency.  Don Straub has brought to that position his 
special interest and experience in archeology and 
early history of the Native Americans in our area.

Tomi Stewart brings her special knowledge and 
enthusiasm to the office of treasurer.  This office 
has been in the capable hands of Grayson Hinman 
for many years.  He has earned a well-deserved re-
tirement.

With stress on teaching the history of our town-
ship, new exhibits are on display at the museum.  
Large, easy to read, histories of Robert Harpur and 
Nathaniel Cole and their influence in forming the 
Town of Colesville are now in the basement muse-
um.  Other new exhibits of our town’s history are 
being prepared for our next season.

A recent donation to our exhibits was a beau-
tiful embroidered quilt.  This quilt was donated by 
the family of Susie Baker, a past resident of Cen-
ter Village and member of the Methodist Church 
in Harpursville.  It was originally created by the 
members of the church as a parting gift for Rev. 
Sabin upon his retirement.  This quilt contains the 
names of many parishioners and their families 
hand embroidered by Mrs. Pierce.  After Rev. Sa-
bin’s death, his widow sold the quilt to Mrs. Baker.  
Upon her death, she asked that the quilt be given to 
the museum at St. Luke’s.  We are very grateful to 
the Baker family.

Another acquisition is a rare” ice sled”, a gift 
from Hazel and Doug Oakley of Harpursville.  The 
sled measures 24’ x 48” and sits on two massive 
steel runners.  Its 48” handle can accommodate 
two strong pullers.  A guess at its age would be 
World War I.  The Oakley’s deserve our thanks for 
their recent gifts including an “old oaken bucket” 
– just like you see in paintings of the past – which 
is undergoing minor repair.  The bucket requires a 
piece of “old” hemp rope, ½ to ¾” thick by 12 to 
14” long.  Do you have this?

Two years ago, during a hail storm, the beau-
tiful stained glass window above the altar in St. 
Luke’s was badly damaged.  After many discourag-
ing cost estimates, but with the generous donations 
of members, friends, families and foundations, it 
has been repaired and replaced in its original set-
ting.  We are very grateful for everyone who had a 
part in replacing our lovely “Dove Window”.



   Town of Colesville News and Notes •Fall, 2014 • 13

Heating Safety

by Brad McAvoy
 
With the fall season here and winter season 

approaching fast your heating equipment needs to 
be serviced, cleaned and inspected for the upcom-
ing cold weather. Please have all chimneys, vents 
and connector pipes visually inspected and cleaned 
along with the heating equipment that they service. 
Please follow the manufactures recommendations 
on the inspection and make sure all safety devic-
es are not broken or removed. If you are planning 
on using any alternative forms of heating devices 
please follow the manufactures installation instruc-
tions and proper use for these units. Contact this 
office to find out if a permit for the installation of 
some of these units is required. You need to keep 
all combustible materials at least three feet away 
from any heat source unless the unit is designed 
and approved for a closer distance and never refuel 
any liquids into the unit while it is running or hot. 
If you are not familiar with a particular device try 
going to the manufactures web site to download 
the information for the make and model that you 
are using.

Building Department Report Permit 
Activity for 2013 

by Brad McAvoy Enforcement Officer

3 building permits were issued for
Houses / Modular Houses 

10 building permits were issued for singlewide 
mobile homes 

4 building permits were issued for
doublewidemobile homes 

1 building permit was issued for
additions / alterations 

17 building permits were issued for detached
garages, pole barns and sheds 

16 building permits were issued for decks,
carports, swimming pools, roof covers and
assorted miscellaneous projects 

1 permit was issued for demolition of structures

52 permits were issued in 2013

Smoke Detectors 

by Brad McAvoy
Smoke detectors have proven themselves very 

effective for many years. These devices have saved 
lives and property by alerting the occupants or 
neighbors to a fire occurring. The Building Code 
of New York State requires smoke detectors in ev-
ery bedroom, outside of each bedroom in the im-
mediate vicinity and on each floor in all new con-
struction. These are required to be connected to the 
wiring system and have a battery backup and be 
interconnected.

The Property Maintenance Code of New York 
State and the Fire Code of New York State require 
that existing residences have smoke detectors in 
the same locations as the Building Code with the 
exceptions being that they may be battery operated 
(connected to wiring system if at all possible) and 
only interconnected if at all possible. 

All smoke detectors need to be tested on a 
monthly basis and the batteries need to be changed 
on a yearly basis or more often under certain cir-
cumstances.

Please follow the manufactures instructions 
on the proper installation procedures and mainte-
nance.
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Newsletter Copies
 If you are reading this newsletter and  reside in 

the Town and did not receive a copy via mail and 
would like to be added to future mailings or would 
like to be taken off our mailing list,  please call 
693-1174 or complete and return the form to:

           Tomi Stewart Town Clerk
            P.O. Box 27
            Harpursville, N Y 13787
           

Please check one of the following:

 The address it was sent to is incorrect
 The name on the address label is incorrect
 I want to view the newsletter on the
    Town’s Website
 I want to be removed from the mailing list.

Name:______________________________
___________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________
 ___________________________________
 ___________________________________

Colesville Community Pantry

by Kathy Merrill 
 
As the fall bursts into color, the pantry board 

begins its plans for the holidays. Each year the 
parents who come to the pantry regularly fill out 
forms with their children’s names, ages and sizes 
for the Christmas Angel Project.  The Churches, 
the School, the Rotary Club and members of the 
community take these forms and purchase presents 
for the children. The pantry has been able to serve 
over 85 children because of these organizations 
and individuals.

The pantry does not only serve food but twice a 
year paper products and detergents are distributed 
to the families as these things cannot be purchased 
with EBT cards. If your church or organization 
would like to donate paper products (paper towels, 
tissues, toilet paper) or detergents (dish or laun-
dry), please call 693-1228 to arrange a drop-off.

Anyone who is a resident of the town of Coles-
ville may come to the pantry. Proof for each mem-
ber of the family and of residency is the only things 
needed for eligibility. The pantry is open the first 
and third Tuesday of the month from 10 am-12 pm 
and 4:30-6:30 pm.  A Mobile Food Pantry is held 
on the third Thursday of each month from 12:30 
pm until the food is all gone. There are NO ELIGI-
BILITY REQUIREMENTS for this pantry. Every-
one is welcome. 

Both of these pantries are held at the Colesville 
Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc. Building on 28 
King Rd. Because of the generosity of the Ambu-
lance Service, food is accessible to everyone. Be-
cause of the volunteers from the Ambulance squad, 
the Rotary, the Rotary Interact Club, members of 
the community and from the Pantry, food is avail-
able for everyone. Thanks to the giving hearts of 
the Nineveh Presbyterian Church, the Rotary Club, 
the North Fenton United Methodist Church, the 
Harpursville Central School, the Harpursville and 
Ouaquaga United Methodist Churches and mem-
bers of the community……..

NO ONE SHOULD BE HUNGRY
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Town Board Meeting: 1st Thursday 7:00 pm, Town Hall

Planning Board: 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Town Hall

Zoning Board of Appeals: 3rd Thursday 7:30 pm, Town Hall

American Legion: 2nd Tues. 7:00 pm American Legion

American Legion Auxiliary 1st Tuesday 7:00 pm American Legion

Sons of American Legion 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm American Legion

Colesville Historian Advisory Committee: 2nd Monday, 7:00 pm, Town Hall

Colesville Youth Commission: 3rd Wednesday. 6:30 pm Town Hall

Eastern Broome Nutrition Center: Monday – Friday 9:00 am -  2:00 pm Senior Center

Harpursville Board of Education: 2nd & 4th Monday 7:00 pm Elementary School

Harpursville Youth Baseball: 2nd Sunday 7:00 pm American Legion

Harpursville Youth Civic Association, Inc. 1st Monday 7:00pm Harpursville Elementary School

Nineveh Public Library, 3029 State Hwy. 7, P.O. Box 124, Nineveh, NY 13813 Hours:  Mon. -  Thurs. 12:30 pm - 
7:30 pm, Fri. & Sat. 9:00 am - 3:00 pm. Board Meetings: 1st Tuesday at 10:00 am on alternate months 

Old Ouaquaga Historical Society, 3rd Monday 7:00 pm, St. Luke’s’ Museum 

Colesville Volunteer Ambulance Service......693-3379
P.O. Box 62, Harpursville, N Y 13787   
Business Meeting: 1st Wednesday of each month at 8:00  pm
Trainings: 2nd Wednesday and 4th Thursday each month at 
7:00 pm

Colesville Fire District #1...............................693-1454
P.O. Box 245, Harpursville, N Y 13787    
Business Meeting: 1st Monday of each month

Colesville – Windsor Fire District #2............655-1913
P.O. Box  5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting: 2nd Sunday, 7:00 pm, Ouaquaga Fire Co.

Ouaquaga Fire Company...............................655-1913
P.O. Box 5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting: 3rd Thursday, 8:00 pm, Ouaquaga 
Fire Co.

MEETING DATES TO REMEMBER

EMERGENCY SERVICES CALENDAR

Colesville Fire District #3:

Harpursville Fire Department ......................693-1454
P.O. Box 98, Harpursville, NY 13787
Business Meeting: 2nd Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm
Trainings: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm.

Sanitaria Springs Fire Company...................648-2332
811 NY Rte 7, Port Crane, N Y 13833,   
Business meeting:1st Monday of each month , 8:00 pm
Trainings: other Mondays at 7:00 pm

West Colesville Fire Company.......................693-1001
1305 Colesville Rd. Binghamton, NY 13905  
Business meetings: 2nd Tuesday of each month, 8:00 pm
Training: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm



The Town of Colesville Newsletter is published twice a year: Spring and Fall. 
This  is our 52nd edition. If you have any questions or suggestions,  

please contact the editor, Doug Rhodes, or coordinator Tomi Stewart. 
Special thanks to Eastern Broome Senior Center for  putting  it together.
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TOWN OF COLESVILLE 
780 Welton Street
Harpursville, N Y 13787
www.townofcolesville.org

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

DIRECTORY

Supervisor, Glenn Winsor...........................693-1794 (Office) 
P.O. Box 421, Harpursville, NY 13787       693-2582 (Home) 
ColesvilleSupervisor@echoes.net

Town Clerk, Tomi Stewart........................................693-1174
P.O. Box 27,  Harpursville, NY 13787 
ColesvilleClerk@echoes.net

Town Council
Margaret Wicks..........................................................693-2367
Doug Rhodes..............................................................693-1255
Michael Olin..............................................................655-2351
James Hawkins...........................................................427-2141

Highway Superintendent James Bulger..................693-1171
789 Welton Street, Harpursville, NY 13787  
ColesvilleHighway@echoes.net

Enforcement Officer, Brad McAvoy........................693-1795
P.O. Box 27, Harpursville, NY 13787    
ColesvilleEnforcement@echoes.net

Dog Control Office, Michael Rhodes.......................693-1592
P.O. Box 27, Harpursville, NY 13787  

Town Justice..............................................................693-1172
P.O. Box 166, Harpursville, NY 13787  
ColesvilleJustice@echoes.net  
Robin Kratz         Court Clerk             
Paul Powell        Town Justice 

Assessors....................................................................693-1661
P.O. Box 27,  Harpursville, NY 13787               
ColesvilleAssessor@echoes.net
Ron Young –Chairman 
Bob DeMarmels 
Jim VanWoert  

Town Historian, Val LaClair.....................................648-8341

Nineveh Public Library, Michelle Cimaomo..............693-1858

Senior Center ...........................................................693-2069
33 Golden Lane, Harpursville 

Broome County Sheriff............................................778-1911

State Police................................................................775-1241

 


