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NY State of Health
NY State of Health - the official health plan 

marketplace was “created to make sure all New 
Yorkers” have the benefit of health insurance. 
New Yorkers can sign up for a health plan 
from October 1, 2013 to March 31, 2014.
Coverage will begin as early as January 1, 
2014.
You can find additional information regard-
ing this coverage by contacting NYS State 
of Health either online or by phone.  

Website: www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov
Phone: 1-855-355-5777Welcome Garden Project

by Gail Hennessey 

The Harpursville village garden has a new ad-
dition. In addition to its colorful posies, a "Wel-
come to Harpursville" sign was installed by Town 
of Colesville Highway Superintendent, Jim Bulger 
and his crew, this summer. The Welcome sign re-
places the Adopt a Highway sign. This is the result 
of three years of efforts to bring such a sign to the 
community. 

Harpursville resident Gail Hennessey started 
the garden on the vacant grassy area three years 
ago. In the spring of this year, Hennessey asked 
for money donations and supplies from local busi-
nesses, the Harpursville Central School and com-

munity members to help pay for a Welcome to Har-
pursville sign for the garden located in the center 
of Harpursville. 

"This was a great community effort," said Gail 
Hennessey." I am so thrilled at how so many peo-
ple came together to help make the "Welcome Gar-
den" project happen!" 
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Town of Colesville Youth Field 
Hockey 2013 Season

Brian Fleming & Jessica Kelley

Summer seemed to have rushed by as we find 
ourselves upon the start of another fall sports sea-
son.  The Town of Colesville is pleased to again be 
able to offer the Town of Colesville Youth Field 
Hockey program for players in grades Kindergar-
ten to sixth.  Through this program, players partici-
pate is in the Section IV Youth Field Hockey league 
which consists of teams from ten different towns.  
Last fall we had a large group of sixth graders play 
their last season of youth field hockey.  Sixteen 
players aged out of the youth program and moved 
on to playing field hockey or various other sports 
at the school level.  We wish them much success as 
they continue with their athletic activities and look 
forward to what this season will bring for all of us.

This season we welcomed a number of return-
ing players along with some brand new ones to the 
sport at all levels of play for a total of forty-four 
players.  Players are divided up into teams based 
upon the grade they are entering in school.  The 
divisions are Kindergarten to grade 2, forming 
one team with a total of thirteen players; third and 
fourth grade with twelve players forming one team 
and fifth and sixth grade with nineteen players 
forming two teams.  These teams will travel to five 
tournaments this season, each held on a Saturday 
in the towns of Maine-Endwell, Sidney, Greene, 
Afton and Vestal along with hosting a home tour-
nament on October 19th.   Maybe we’ll see you at 
a tournament!

Harpursville Youth
Civic Association

by Barbara J. Mealick Treasurer/Secretary

Harpursville Youth Civic Association's Fall 
Sports are underway with Football, Soccer and 
Cheerleading.  We have an awesome Football Sea-
son started with a Senior, Junior and Flag Divisions 
head coached by Brian Merrell, Chris Akulis, and 
Lloyd Byers. Football games are on Sundays!!!  
Flag at 11:00 a.m., Juniors at 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 
p.m.  We would love it if you came on by and took 
a peak at us playing.

Soccer is off to a great start with 3 teams  U12 
coached by Brad & Lori Hoyt and our U10 & U8 
Teams coaches by Kristy McWherter.  Their games 
are on Tuesday and Sundays at our field on Welton 
Street so please come out and watch with us.

We are getting excited waiting for Basketball 
Season to start in January.  Later this fall, please 
listen up on the announcements for Basketball and 
Basketball Cheerleading sign ups for the winter 
season ages 6 to 12. 
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This summer the girls had a great time play-
ing travel Softball!!!  We had a U14 Team coached 
by Dave Kelley and Jenni Austin and a Tourna-
ment U16 team coached by Brian Merrell and 
Lori Hoyt with a little help from Jim Dalpiaz.  The 
U16 girls played in 4 tournaments against teams 
like Windsor, Binghamton, ME, UE and Chenango 
Forks.  We had one tournament when we tied with 
Chenango Forks 0 to 0.  We were very proud of 
our HEAT girls with their lime green uniforms you 
couldn't miss them!!!

The Harpursville Youth Civic Association is 
currently in the process of developing our fields for 
a Sports park and playground for our youth.

We are always looking for new members to 
help our youth (your children).  We need help with 
our concessions and anything you can do to help 
would be appreciated.  We have new requirements 
for our coaching staff.  If you are interested in 
coming out and helping us, our meetings are held 
the first Monday of the Month at 7:00 p.m. at the 
elementary school in Room 205.  

The Harpursville Youth Civic Association pa-
vilion now has electric from the generosity of the 
Whitney-Titus Fund.  If you are interested in rent-
ing the pavilion for an event, please call Barbara at 
(607) 693-2327.

Like us on our facebook page (Harpurs-
ville Youth Civic Association) or visit our web-
site HYCA2011.WEBS.COM for more informa-
tion.  .

Broome County Auxiliary Police
Division #6

by Ross Culver, Chief

Once again, the summer is over, and we are into 
the fall months of the falling leaves and brilliant col-
ors.  We hope your summer has been one that you 
have enjoyed and have vacationed in our great land.

The auxiliary has been busy this summer with 
the Super Celebration in July, the summer concerts 
at the gazebo each Sunday evening and several oth-
er functions that we have been involved with.  Just 
around the corner are Halloween and other organi-
zational functions that may request our services.  All 
requests for our assistance must be submitted to the 
Broome County Office of Emergency Services thir-
ty (30) days prior-to-date of the event.  They must 
authorize our services before we can work.

We are looking for a few good people to vol-
unteer to join our organization and help us with the 
duties requested by local organizations.  We are 
sponsored by the Town of Colesville and are one of 
the few Auxiliary Police units remaining in Broome 
County.  If you enjoy serving your friends, neigh-
bors, and citizens as a volunteer, please consider 
joining our small group by contacting the under-
signed.,  I think you would feel that you have con-
tributed to your community.

May everyone have a wonderful, safe, and pros-
perous fall and holiday season.!!
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Ouaquaga Fire
Company, Inc.

by Chief:  Irv Soden
 

It’s been a good year in Ouaquaga, at least so 
far anyway.  We’ve experienced our – hopefully 
– only structure fire already; OK, got that out of 
the way early and so far nobody has set fire to his 
or her woods – keep that up!  In June our auxilia-
ry enjoyed its most successful Faerie Fest so far, 
feeding over 550 people from the renaissance-like 
festival during a rainy and muddy weekend; no-
body seemed to mind at all about the weather.  We 
have really enjoyed an influx of new members in 
the company, with four people coming forward to 
volunteer their services to keep our residents safe.  
Garrett Riegel has transferred his membership 
from the Port Crane Fire Company to us; long time 
resident Gil Senger has returned to the area after 
living in Maryland for several years and decided 
to join, bringing step-son, Kevin Toomey into the 
fold with him, and East Windsor resident Doug 
Trotter has also stepped up to become a fire fighter.  
This brings our total membership up to 18, a level 
not seen in many years.  The fire district is now 
faced with a most welcome problem – we have to 
buy more helmets and boots for the new members!  
We’d love to have this kind of problem a lot more 
often.  Any takers?

The ice cream social this year was a smashing 
success, with the fire company realizing a profit of 
over $400; a hit with the children this year was the 
county’s fire safety trailer, which was on display 
at the event and enjoyed by all the younger visi-
tors, some of them several times.  They were able 
to point out many dangerous items and situations 
inside the miniature house and even got to experi-
ence what it is like inside a smokey house and how 
to get out if you see smoke in your room.  They 
seemed to enjoy the trip down the escape ladder 

immensely – if the smiles on their faces were any 
indication.

There is one sad note to report; the dry hydrant 
located at the boat launch in Ouaquaga was van-
dalized this summer, making it necessary for us to 
place a lock on it in order to keep it in operating 
order.  This will slow down operations, although 
only slightly, during emergencies. All mutual aid 
companies who may use the hydrant have keys to 
gain access to the hydrant in the event of a fire.  We 
are reasonably certain that the persons responsible 
for this act do not live in the fire district; nobody 
who lives here has ever damaged any of our hy-
drants and we thank you for your consideration in 
that regard.

A new dry hydrant is being installed at the in-
tersection of Hawk, Stone and Baker Roads.  The 
installation should be complete by mid-October.  
This will bring to four the number of hydrants in 
the district.  The ladies’ auxiliary graciously do-
nated the funds for this project.  The auxiliary has 
donated a great deal of money to the fire compa-
ny for us to purchase equipment over the last few 
years and we thank all of them for their efforts on 
our behalf.  If any district resident has a pond that 
is accessible to the fire company and would like to 
offer its use as a dry hydrant location please call 
the station at 655-1913 and let us know; we’d love 
to install more of these; they make obtaining water 
during an emergency so much easier than drafting 
directly from streams and ponds, and they are use-
ful all year round, unlike ponds which freeze over.  
There could be fire insurance implications for 
those who live close to a hydrant.  Check with your 
insurance agency for details on reduction of your 
fire insurance premium if you are near a hydrant.

In late October the chief’s daughter will ride 
the tanker to her wedding at Traditions at the Glen.  
She is a former member of the West Corners Fire 
Company and accompanied the chief to pick up the 
tanker when it was purchased two years ago from 
the Ovid Fire Department, in the Finger Lakes area.  
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She said at the time that when she got married she 
wanted to arrive at the service in a fire truck – looks 
like she will realize that desire shortly.

A huge thanks to all the district residents for 
their continued fire safety; keep up the good work!

Harpursville Fire Dept.

Jeffery L Buckler, Chief

West Colesville Fire Co.

Michael J Ballard Chief

The West Colesville and Harpursville Fire 
Companies have decided to submit this article 
jointly, as we are working much more closely in 
training, answering alarms and now streamlining 
some of our operations, such as record keeping.

Both departments are very pleased to announce 
that we have 5 new members that recently gradu-
ated from Firefighter I “Boot Camp” in July. These 
5 new candidates are all high school students who 
spent 2 weeks of their summer vacation in very in-
tense heat learning the very basics of firefighting in 
an effort to serve their community.

Jordan Bakley, Rachael Ballard, Abaigail Bird, 
Tyler Graham and Christian Moretz spent 86 hours 
learning various facets of the fire service, such as 
suppression, search and rescue, rope rescue, and 
hazardous materials operations to name a few.

We are very proud of these young recruits for 
their accomplishment along with Taylor Reed who 
graduated in June and Zachary Hunt and Derek 
Bryant, who are currently going through this very 
same training and will graduate in December.

The West Colesville Fire Company will host 
our annual Fall Turkey Party on November 23.  
Doors open at 6 pm.

The Harpursville Fire Department is pleased to 
announce that they are the recipient of a commu-

nity grant through Price Chopper’s Golub Foun-
dation which will be used to begin replacing its 
older self-contained breathing apparatus. Both de-
partments and the Sanitaria Springs Fire Company 
are working collectively on grant opportunities to 
enhance its’ self-contained breathing apparatuses’ 
that are nearly 16 years old.  Speaking of grants, 
The West Colesville Fire Company just received 
word that they are one of five fire companies in 
Broome County to receive $1,000 through the 
2013 NYS Forestry Grant program.     

As a final note, the Harpursville Fire Depart-
ment would like to thank all of the players and 
sponsors of our 7th Annual Golf Tournament at 
Belden. This was another successful tournament 
and the monies raised will be used for additional 
equipment replacement and upgrades.     

Sanitaria Springs Fire Co.

by Val LaClair

The SS Fire Co. has been doing fund raisers 
with spaghetti dinners on the second Saturday if 
the month, and the turkey parties in October and 
November 16.

With the cold of winter soon upon us be sure to 
clean your chimneys and pipes. Also be sure your 
batteries are changed in your smoke detectors.

We are currently working on some grants for 
our company, along with some with the other com-
panies in the town.
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The Colesville Rotary Never Rests 

by Paul Peterson,  President

The Colesville Rotary has been very busy this 
summer and continues its work in the fall of 2013.  
The club fully funded a well in India in conjunc-
tion with Compassion International, volunteered 
hundreds of hours at the Dick's Open, and recently 
has been planning a couple fund raisers of its own 
to better meet the needs of our community.

Our Rotary and more importantly our commu-
nity is still feeling the shock wave of  the passing 
of one of our own, Ron Henry.  So many organiza-
tions and groups benefited from Ron's efforts and 
his non-stop humor.  Since his passing, we struggle 
every day to keep up the good work he was doing.  
As we continue with our mission to help our com-
munity and our world, we keep finding lines that 
Ron once held that need to be picked up and fol-
lowed.  If anyone in the community worked closely 
with Ron and needs to reestablish a connection to 
Rotary, please call Paul Peterson at 693-1276 and 
we will work to reconnect.

One of the organizations we are proud to help 
is Meals on Wheels.  They will soon be celebrating 
the delivery of its five-millionth meal, and some 
lucky recipient will receive a gift basket donated 
by the club.  Working out of the Eastern Broome 
Senior Center, Meals-on-wheels continues to serve 
so many in need.  

With more international and local projects in 
the future, the Colesville Rotary Club is always 
seeking to raise some much needed funds.  We 
sponsored a Casino Night on September 21st at the 
Hitchin' Post on Belden Hill.  Free snacks, a lot-

tery tree, a basket raffle and much more kept the 
patrons happy.  Card players, roulette spinners and 
other gamers of chance always have a little fun at 
Casino Night.  

In lieu of the admission fee, this year we re-
quested that every patron donate two cans of food.  
All donations were delivered to the Colesville Pan-
try that faithfully serves our community.  Please 
be sure to support the Pantry this season as it will 
undoubtedly be very busy in the next couple of 
months.

Lastly, we look forward to delivering our Poin-
settias toward Christmas.  It will be a special time 
of making some connections with folks in our town 
who can't get out as much as they would like. 
 Our meetings are always open to the public.  
Please feel free to join us any Wednesday night at 
6:15 in the Hitchin' Post to see what we are really 
up to.  

Service above self.  He profits most who serves 
best.
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Colesville Super Celebration

by Michelle Noyes

This past July we hosted our 12th Annual 
Colesville Super Celebration, when we celebrate 
our Town and our Independence. 

We started out Friday evening with a ‘Cruse 
In’ and ‘Sock Hop’ and the Harpursville Fire Dept 
grilled hot dogs that the public enjoyed for free. 
Many came out to see the automobiles and enjoy 
the Oldies music. With our fire dept close by, we 
ended the night with a bonfire. 

On Saturday, the festivities started at 11 am 
with a parade. This year our Grand Marshall, Re-
tired Pastor Bill Fowler, led the parade from the 
Harpursville School on Main St. up to the festivity 
grounds on Welton St. The floats, tractors, antique 
cars, fire trucks, ambulance, horses, sport teams, 
and the American Legion Post from Maine, NY 
made their way through town while many people 
lined the streets. 

Through the day there were many vendors with 
handmade crafts and novelties. If you were hun-
gry there was an abundance of food to choose from 
such as ice cream, fried dough, chicken spiedies, 
sausage sandwiches, and snow cones just to name 
a few. The kids were able to keep cool by enjoying 
the giant water slide. 

This year we held Chicken Wing Eating Con-
test, sponsored by Grandma’s Country Café, and 
an Ice Cream Eating Contest, sponsored by The 
Bread N’ Butter Country Store. The 2nd Annual 
Pie Baking Contest was held with three categories: 
Cream, Berry, and Apple. Local merchants donat-
ed items/gift certificates for our Auction again this 

year. The highlighted item was a chainsaw wood 
carving of a turtle, created by Butch Ahner. A few 
other donations came from The Train and Hobby 
Shop, Belden Motor Sports, Hitchin’ Post, Inter-
state Batteries, Hawkins Homes, and many more. 
A complete list is on our Facebook Page. The lon-
gest event we had was the waiting for the Cow Flop 
Bingo to end. Millie the Cow was brought in from 
Winsor Acres to play Bingo. The gates were lined 
with people waiting and watching to see if their 
number was the one she flopped on. Sickman’s 
Gentle Giants stayed after the parade and offered 
wagon rides throughout the day. 

Closing out our day the band, ‘Half Baked’ 
played a variety of music for all to enjoy. The 
grand finale of every year is one of the best fire-
work displays around. What an amazing sight to sit 
back and watch. 

We, the committee members, would like to 
say THANK YOU to: The Town of Colesville, 
Harpursville American Legion, Harpursville Fire 
Dept., Civic Association, Town Auxiliary Police, 
Harpursville School, all the merchants that gave 
either monetary donation and/or an item for the 
auction, and to all the people that come out and 
supported Super Celebration. 

As we had an awesome event in 2013 we are 
already planning and preparing for 2014! We con-
tinue to meet once a month on a Monday at the 
American Legion. We have had a One Pitch Tour-
nament w/ Chicken BBQ over Labor Day Week-
end.  On November 2, 2013 there will be a Holiday 
Auction at the Harpursville American Legion start-
ing at 7 pm. 

So mark your calendars for JULY 11th & 12th, 
2014!
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Highway Notes:

by James Bulger, Highway Superintendent 
Where has the summer gone?  The Staff at the 

Highway Department has had a very busy sum-
mer season.  We have just completed the task of 
oil and stone consisting of ten miles on the follow-
ing roads in our town: Merrit, Tobey, Mills, Dug, 
Ridge, Hawkins, Flagg and Chaffee Street.

At the current time we are hot patching the 
roads and hope to be completed with that project 
by the middle of October.  The task of hot patching 
involves at least six people, leaving two remaining 
to complete the other necessary maintenance.  In 
the meantime, the list of our jobs that must be com-
pleted continues to grow.  We ask for your patience 
while we attempt to tend to these jobs in a timely 
manner.

In a few months the winter season will arrive 
and the snow will be here! Please drive with cau-
tion and PLEASE do not park on the shoulder of 
the roads as this makes it very difficult for the 
plows to get by.

The Town of Colesville is large, so while it may 
appear nice here in Harpursville, yet snowing hard 
in Sanitaria Springs. Please do not hesitate to call 
and let us know of any issues or concerns.  

Myself and the entire Highway Department 
crew ( Gregg Gates, Charlie Dayton, Mike Rhodes, 
Dan Smith, Robert Washburn, Robert Young, Eric 
Juliussen and Chad Eberly) would like to wish ev-
eryone a happy and safe holiday season. It is nev-
er too early to think spring!  Thank you for your 
patience with our maintenance of the roads in our 
Community. 

Heating Safety

by Brad McAvoy

With the fall season here and winter season 
approaching fast your heating equipment needs to 
be serviced, cleaned and inspected for the upcom-
ing cold weather. Please have all chimneys, vents 
and connector pipes visually inspected and cleaned 
along with the heating equipment that they service. 
Please follow the manufactures recommendations 
on the inspection and make sure all safety devic-
es are not broken or removed. If you are planning 
on using any alternative forms of heating devices 
please follow the manufactures installation instruc-
tions and proper use for these units. Contact this 
office to find out if a permit for the installation of 
some of these units is required. You need to keep 
all combustible materials at least three feet away 
from any heat source unless the unit is designed 
and approved for a closer distance and never refuel 
any liquids into the unit while it is running or hot. 
If you are not familiar with a particular device try 
go to the manufactures web site to download the 
information for the make and model that you are 
using. 
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Carbon Monoxide Alarms

by Brad McAvoy Enforcement Officer

On February 22, 2010 Amanda’s Law went 
into effect. The law requires essentially that all res-
idences, both new and existing, have carbon mon-
oxide alarms installed. The specific requirements 
differ for new construction and existing residences. 
At a minimum, if there is a CO source in the home, 
then they will be required to have one carbon mon-
oxide alarm installed on the lowest story having a 
sleeping area. 

Below are some Carbon Monoxide Facts:
• Carbon Monoxide is the leading cause of acci-
dental poisoning deaths in the United States.
• Each year approximately 200 people in New 
York State are hospitalized because of accidental 
CO poisoning. Many more people are treated for 
CO exposure in emergency rooms without further 
hospital care. (NYS Health Department)
• Carbon Monoxide is a silent killer – you cannot 
see it, smell it or taste it. The only safe way to de-
tect it is with a carbon monoxide alarm. 
• Carbon Monoxide is produced anytime a fuel is 
burned. Potential sources include gas or oil fur-
naces, water heaters, space heaters, clothes dryers, 
barbecue grills, fireplaces, wood-burning stoves, 
gas ovens, generators and car exhaust fumes.
• Most CO incidents happen during the winter 
months, mainly due to an increased use in fuel 
burning appliances. Nearly all (90.5%0 of New 
York housing uses some form of fossil-fuel burn-
ing heat source (gas, Fuel oil or kerosene) which 
can generate carbon monoxide. 
• At high concentration levels, carbon monoxide 
can be fatal in minutes. CO rapidly accumulates 
in the blood and is attracted to the hemoglobin in 
your bloodstream. When breathed in, CO passes 
through the lungs and bonds with hemoglobin, dis-
placing the oxygen that cells need to function.

Amanda’s Law was named in honor of Buffalo 
resident Amanda Hansen, a teenage girl who lost 
her life to carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning from 
a defective boiler when sleeping over at a friend’s 
house in January 2009.

For more information and requirements please 
contact this office at 693-1795.

Smoke Detectors 

by Brad McAvoy

Smoke detectors have proven themselves very 
effective for many years. These devices have saved 
lives and property by alerting the occupants or 
neighbors to a fire occurring. The Building Code 
of New York State requires smoke detectors in ev-
ery bedroom, outside of each bedroom in the im-
mediate vicinity and on each floor in all new con-
struction. These are required to be connected to the 
wiring system and have a battery backup and be 
interconnected.

The Property Maintenance Code of New York 
State and the Fire Code of New York State require 
that existing residences have smoke detectors in 
the same locations as the Building Code with the 
exceptions being that they may be battery operated 
(connected to wiring system if at all possible) and 
only interconnected if at all possible. 

All smoke detectors need to be tested on a 
monthly basis and the batteries need to be changed 
on a yearly basis or more often under certain cir-
cumstances.

Please follow the manufactures instructions 
on the proper installation procedures and mainte-
nance.
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Eastern Broome Senior Center

by The Staff and Seniors 

Hello to all seniors, friends, family, and neigh-
bors in the community. We appreciate the opportu-
nity this newsletter presents to express our sincere 
gratitude for all your support of and participation 
in, your local senior community center. From the 
awesome support our local students offer through 
their volunteer efforts, to the joy a welcoming 
smile from a fellow senior gives a new visitor to 
the center – the Eastern Broome Senior Center says 
a heartfelt “Thank You”!

This past spring and summer season has been 
exciting, informative, and fun! Together we en-
joyed evening dining with entertainers such as Rich 
Wilson, bus trips, fun days such as our “Christ-
mas in July”, and our first time hosting a delicious 
“Doug’s Fish Fry to Go” fundraising event which 
was very successful- thank you!!

The center also attended to the serious business 
of seniors’ needs and concerns through a variety 
of speakers and programs. We will continue along 
this avenue with programming that addresses 
health and wellness, nutrition, finances, and other 
important issues. As always, it is exciting to look 
forward to the warmth and cheer of good friends, 
shared meals, and various programs throughout the 
fall and winter seasons. For example, the month 
of October has brought…- “Medicare Changes for 
2014”- an important update and “The Positive Ag-
ing Academy”- a creative program  that explores 
the power of age- the keys to longevity, the value 
of purpose after retirement,   and the challenges of 
living on a fixed income. 

In addition, we have enjoyed October’s an-
niversary celebrations. The Office for Aging cel-
ebrated their 40th year and the Eastern Broome 
Center celebrated 13 wonderful years in our beau-
tiful center at 27 Golden Lane in Harpursville.

 November and December will surely fly by 
with lots of activity at the center. We will honor 
our veterans with a nice luncheon and program on 
November 6th and enjoy evening dining together 
on November 14th, with entertainment by the tal-
ented Gospel group “New Appalachia”. Then on 
Saturday, November 16th., we are pleased to open 
our doors for our 2nd. annual Holiday Open House 
in our gift shop – the “Olde Crowe’s Nest” from 9 
a.m. till 2p.m. Enjoy browsing for homemade holi-
day gifts, have a cup of coffee or tea  and check out 
the center!  We also will be sharing a nice Thanks-
giving luncheon on November 20th, and hosting an 
AARP Driver Safety Class on November 21st. and 
22nd.- our last till spring.

Bringing in the holiday season is December’s 
Holiday Breakfast on Tuesday the 3rd. from 8-10 
a.m. Enjoy a nice breakfast, holiday cookies, and 
good cheer as a wonderful month of activities be-
gins. We enjoy offering our little neighboring chil-
dren from the local schools an opportunity to start 
their holiday shopping in our annual “Children’s 
Gift Shop” and perhaps even have a special visit 
from Santa!. Then ,on the 11th., the center cele-
brates with a nice holiday luncheon and party and 
onto our New Year’s party on the 31st.!! We sin-
cerely hope you will share holiday time at the cen-
ter enjoying the beautiful decorations and pleas-
ant activities.  The center stays happy and busy 
throughout the winter with various programs and 
that wintry season will pass before we know it be-
cause it was spent together in the warm company 
of friends. We offer nutritious hot meals daily and 
for most meals we ask for just a $3.00 suggested 
contribution for those ages 60 and better, or a $4.00 
charge for all others. Folks of all ages are more than 
welcome at the center and there are no membership 
requirements. We also serve our homemade soup 
and sandwich bar on Wednesdays (11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.), our Golden Griddle brunch on Thurs-
days (10:30 am-12 pm), and a yummy pub burger 
bar on Fridays (11:30 am-12:30 pm.) Come check 
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it out and if you need to hurry, take outs are avail-
able on a variety of menu items! If you call ahead 
we will have your lunch ready to go. #693-2069

If you are interested in staying in touch via the 
internet, check out  the Office for Aging’s website 
at  http://www.gobroomecounty.com/senior/scc or  
visit our Facebook page at facebook.com/Broome 
County Office For Aging. We are so very pleased 
to offer WiFi capability due to the generosity of 
our Advisory Council member, Mr. Ambrose Mad-
den. So, please enjoy bringing your wireless ca-
pable devices! We also continue to offer computer 
use with internet access in our library and schedule  
beginner’s computer classes throughout the year.

If you are interested in a volunteer opportunity 
or if you or someone you know of could benefit 
from the Meals On Wheels program, please con-
tact  our “M.O.W” supervisor, Margery Erckert at 
#693-1566. This is a wonderful service and as a 
volunteer driver a tangible way to make a differ-
ence in someone’s life. Volunteering is always wel-
comed at Eastern Broome!

If you haven’t already visited  your local center 
or, perhaps it’s been awhile since you stopped by, 
we invite you to come by! Why not give us a try? 
The center is open Monday through Friday from 
9:00a.m. to 2:30p.m and 8:00a.m. on Tuesdays for 
breakfast. We can offer you friendships and fun 
times, healthy and affordable meals, a variety of 
activities, as well as volunteer opportunities. We 
will greet you with a welcoming smile and  a com-
plimentary packet of information including a gift 
lunch coupon for your next visit!  Good friends 
and community connections will make for a won-
derful fall and winter season- hope to see you soon!

Eastern Broome Senior 
27 Golden Lane

Harpursville, N.Y. #693-2069

Nineveh Public Library

by Michelle Cimaomo

The summer has ended and the children have 
returned to school.  We had an exciting summer 
program featuring the theme Dig Into Reading.

We started with a puppet show with puppet 
master, Bruce Weaver, which was held at the W.A. 
Olmstead elementary school.  Children from Pre-K 
to Grade 4, teachers, staff and members of our li-
brary board enjoyed a very educational show based 
on our theme.  The all time favorite of the children 
was the shark that could recycle. Our program at 
the library started with a 4-day camp filled with 
crafts, fun and reading.  Each child was encour-
aged to set a goal for the summer and was reward-
ed at the end of the summer with prizes including 
a gift card for books.  Laura VanDerHeide led 10 
children on an exciting ride of crafts, movies, field 
days and ended with a party and prizes.

We planted a rose bush in memory of Shirley 
Mosher, a long time patron at the library.  Other im-
provements in landscaping have added to the look 
of our library.  Inside we are adding new books 
for all ages, especially the children’s section.  We 
have computers available and we now have WiFi 
available as well.  In the fall we will also have a 
computer class for beginners.  Our small library 
has a lot to offer our residents, so stop in and see 
what you can find, a book to read, internet access, 
copy and fax service. Our hours are Monday thru 
Thursday 12:30 to 7:30 and Friday and Saturday 
9:00 to 3:00.  Call for more  dinformation at 693-
1858.  See you there.
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Old Onaquaga Historical Society

by Fran Bromley

Do you know---there is an interesting and en-
joyable local history museum right here in the mid-
dle of Harpursville?  Visitors and Historians from 
all over the state have come to see the beautiful 
200 year old church and the many historical items 
on display.  The museum is open to the public on 
the second Sunday of the month (May to October) 
from 2:00 to 5:00 pm or by appointment by calling 
775-1190 or 693-1222.

The Old Onaquaga Historical Society meets 
on the third Monday of each month from May 
through October at St. Luke’s Church Museum 
in Harpursville.  All are welcome.  Meetings are 
at 7;00pm and an interesting program follows 
each meeting..  New members are always wel-
come.  A family membership is $15.00 per year 
and includes a monthly newsletter.

The following story was written many years 
ago by Harry Kark who was a local business 
man and community leader.  Some of the plac-
es he describes are no longer in the village and 
some have changed names and services, an ex-
cellent example of reuse and recycling of com-
munity buildings.

Memories of Harry Kark

This history of Harpursville was written in 
1963 by Harry Kark who was the owner of a fur-
niture store and was the undertaker in Harpursville 
for many years.

“I have been asked to write something of the 
history of Harpursville.  Since I have been a res-
ident only since 1899 the most I can tell about is 
incorporated in my personal history.  However, I 
was born in the house where Mrs. John Warren 
now lives.  (The house is a two family dwelling at 
the corner of Maple and Monroe Streets in Har-
pursville).  My people moved, when I was small, 
from Harpursville to Hamilton, NY, where father 
was engaged in the meat business. 

In 1896 we moved to Sanitaria Springs where 
father had the grocery store, meat market and post 
office.  He also started in the undertaking business.

In 1899, Mr. Blake, the undertaker in Harpurs-
ville, died, and father bought his business and we 
moved to Harpursville.  As a young lad I wanted 
more to do, so rented a large store that stood below 
the post office, bought some of the first stock from 
Will H Weeks, who was working for Marshall Fur-
niture Co. in Lestershire, and opened a furniture 
store.  Our first mattresses were made of excelsior 
and covered with cotton.

On Jan. 7, 1901, a fire broke out.  As there was 
no fire protection of any sort, except a hand pump 
back of Mudge’s store, (now the I.O.O.F. building 
in 2002, The Hawkins Professional Building), 
everything burned from what was Loker’s store to 
Winding Way Road.  This included Washington 

Old Onaquagan
Historical Society

Family Membership:  $15.00 per year

Name_______________________________
Address_____________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Mail with your check to:
O. O. H. S.
P.O. Box 318
Harpursville, NY  13787
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Welton’s home, our store, the post office, Robert 
Stowe’s drug store, and Uri Hurlburt’s home.

The present post office was a building moved 
from a lot across the street from St. Luke’s Church, 
a building owned by the Richard Bros., who also 
owned and operated a large foundry which stood 
between the homes of Mrs. Raymond Rogers and 
Mrs. Warren. 

Two weeks after this fire George Rowe’s home 
was burned.  (site of the Buckler home).  George 
Rowe rebuilt this house.  Emerson Demeree built 
the house on the Welton house site, which now be-
longs to Harold Pratt. (2002-site of the dentist’s 
office.  East of the Partner’s Plaza building).  J. A. 
Kark built the furniture store in the fall of 1901 
and in 1907 the house, which is attached to the 
store.  The Karks conducted the funeral and fur-
niture business there from 1899 to 1951-52 years.

The next big fire in Harpursville occurred Sept. 
15, 1933, at 3:30a.m. when the Eldorado Inn 
burned.  Afton and Binghamton fire departments 
responded, but to no avail…it went down in flames 
as did its predecessor.  The First tavern was built at 
the crossroads of Harpursville in about 1800 and 
burned some 20 years after.  Mr. Tyrell built the El-
dorado Inn about 1835.  The old colonial building, 
nearly 100 years old, set among the green trees, 
was the beauty spot and pride of Harpursville.

Harpursville Central School Alumni

 by June Tarsia President

We held our annual luncheon on Sat., June 1, 
2013. We had another good turnout.

 
This year we gave 4 scholarships, they went to:

Dakoda Aiken Sean Cona
Taylor Niles Molly Bomysoad
 
Again this year I'm asking for address changes, 

etc. We especially need them for classes 2001 thru 
2013, as we have no updates on those years.

 The Alumni would like to thank everyone for 
their support.

 We will be selling lottery tickets for the month 
of December for the Scholarship Fund. The cost is 
$5.00 per ticket for the evening numbers drawn dai-
ly for the entire month. They will be on sale until 
Nov. 30, 2013. Please see one of the Alumni mem-
bers for a ticket. Thank you.

We also have a new e-mail address for HCS 
Alumni.

It is:harpursvillecentralalumni@gmail.com
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Historian's News

by Val LaClair, Town Historian

The weather was very kind to the Colesville 
Summer Concerts for 2013. All of the concerts 
were held outside, at the Gazebo. The first one with 
the Sidney Community Band was rained out after 
more than half of the performance and I felt really 
bad that they got soaked while packing up, but you 
just can't predict the rain. The attendance at all of 
the concerts was very good, which I'm sure was 
due to the wonderful choices made by Jim Dalpiaz 
for the lineup. My thanks go out to Jim, to Bob 
Guley who made and hung out posters, to all of the 
groups who provided refreshments, and of course 
to you, everyone who attended to enjoy these great 
summer evenings, but most of all to the Town of 
Colesville for making all of this possible.

Our group had the usual annual bake sale on 
Memorial Day, but in front of the Methodist Church 
in Harpursville. The bake sale was successful in 
spite of the fact that the parade attendance was low. 
Thank you to all who worked, baked and bought.

During the Colesville Super Celebration the 
Historian's Advisory Committee had a program for 
young children, but the interest for this was lack-
ing, therefore we will try something different for 
next year.

The Colesville Historian's Advisory Commit-
tee, along with Charles Decker from Afton, and Ei-
leen Ruggieri, from Windsor has organized a free 
pamphlet with a bit of history about each of these 
towns, and places of interest. Our thanks go to the 
businesses whose ads made the printing possible 
and to Nick Sherman, of Andrew Sherman Design, 
for volunteering to design our beautiful finished 
product. The pamphlets are located in several plac-
es in these three towns and also in areas outside so 
pick one up and see if you have been missing some 
of our local treasures.

The Colesville Calendars were a big success 
for 2013 and the one for 2014 is going to be just as 
great, with a theme of our one room schoolhouses. 
Be sure to look for them at the Colesville Town 
Hall, Eastern Broome Senior Center, from Jan 
McKnight or Val LaClair.

We are always looking for information and 
pictures of Colesville history and will gladly make 
copies so you can keep the originals.

John Goodnough, who is the president of the 
Civil War Roundtable has compiled a list of Civ-
il War soldiers, with information about them, who 
were born in, lived in, died in, worked in, or were 
in any way associated with Colesville. I have this 
information printed and available. In the future it 
will also be listed on the Town of Colesville web-
site.

The Nathaniel Cole gravestone in the Cole 
Cemetery is broken and a relative of his came to 
visit and was pleased with the information pam-
phlet about Nathaniel Cole, the tavern, and cem-
etery that is in the weatherproof container on the 
road sign next to the cemetery. He has asked us to 
have the stone repaired at his expense.

We have plans to have the brush and trees next 
to the Doraville School trimmed, which will great-
ly improve that location, and the land can be used 
for a park/picnic area. We will keep you informed 
of the progress.
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There are still Leone Jacob's book, "Fire, Fam-
ine and Festivals", a history of Colesville,, The 
Doraville School cookbook, and the Colesville 
throws available. Call Val LaClair, 648-8341

Come and join us for meetings from March 
thru November at 7:00 PM at the Colesville Town 
Hall, on the second Monday of the month. Every-
one is welcome.

Nathaniel Cole Sr. 1714 – 1832                                             
From Mayflower Descendant to Revolutionary Soldier   

Much of the early knowledge about the life of 
Nathaniel Cole Sr. lies in the record books of New 
England and the State of Connecticut. Immigrant 
lists of early settlers to New England shows the 
arrival of Stephen Hopkins on the Mayflower. It 
is known that Hopkins and early settlers migrated 
throughout the Colony.

Town Assessor’s Notes

by Ron Young, Jim VanWoert, Bob DeMarmels 

REGISTER FOR NYS STAR
SCHOOL PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

All New York homeowners receiving a BASIC 
STAR property tax exemption MUST register with 
the New York State Tax Department in order to re-
ceive the STAR exemption in 2014 and subsequent 
years.

All BASIC STAR recipients will receive regis-
tration instructions by mail.

Visit its’ Web site of:  www.tax.ny.gov   to reg-
ister now.  The registration deadline is: December 
31, 2013.

If you received a letter from the State with your 
Star Code and lost it, call the numbers below and 
they will help you.

IF YOU DO NOT REGISTER you will not 
receive Basic Star.

If you receive Enhanced Star, YOU MUST reg-
ister with the Assessors as in previous years.Ques-
tions?

 * Call (1-518-457-2036)  or ( 518-474-2819) 
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Colesville Volunteer 
Ambulance Service, Inc.

   $5.00 Corporate Family Membership 
   $3.00 Corporate Single Membership
   Donation of _____________

Name___________________________
Address_________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Send to: 
Colesville Ambulance Service, Inc.
Box 62
Harpursville, NY 13787
Attention:Leon Miller

Colesville Volunteer Ambulance
Service, Inc.

by Kathy Merrill

The Big Red Building on King Road is not only 
the home for the Colesville Volunteer Ambulance 
Squad but also home to the Colesville Communi-
ty Pantry and site of the Mobile Food Pantry. The 
squad donates the space, electric and heat to the 
pantry. The building is opened for the protection of 
the recipients of the mobile pantry, from the heat 
of summer and the cold of winter. The building is 
used by the squad for fundraisers, family gather-
ings, funeral dinners, baby and wedding showers 
and by non-profit groups, such as the Harpursville 

Fire Department by cooking chicken on the por-
table barbecue pit and the pit located on King Rd. 
Headstart Parents held a sale with profits shared 
with the pantry. When thunder clouds threaten, 
the gazebo concerts are moved to the building to 
avoid cancellation. The annual Halloween party is 
open to all children of the town and is going to be 
held on October 31st from 6-9 p.m. As always, hot 
dogs, cider and doughnuts will be provided with 
games for the youth as well as hayrides.

 “Service” is the calling of the squad. They 
serve at the Square Deal Riders Club, Supercele-
bration, General Clinton Canoe Regatta, Harpurs-
ville Central School football games and crews on 
shifts are on call 24 hours a day to serve the com-
munity with honor and commitment.

With 10 medics and 5 drivers on the roster, the 
squad has been able to answer 94% of their calls. 
Thanks to the Whitney-Titus Fund, specialized Lu-
kas machines were purchased.  The Medic squad 
and the Harpursville Med-Team join together 
during the year for training using equipment nec-
essary to maintain their high quality of service. 
This training is done either at the station or taken 
at other facilities in the county or state. Being an 
EMT or paramedic or a driver is a dedicated job 
with the great reward of helping your friends and 
neighbors. If you would like to join this team of 
dedicated volunteers, call 693-3379 and leave a 
message on the machine for Captain Steve Brown 
or stop in at the monthly meeting at 7 p.m. on the 
first Wednesday evening of the month and pick up 
an application.
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Colesville Community Pantry

by Kathy Merrill

Food donations from North Fenton United 
Methodist Church and monetary donations from 
the Nineveh Presbyterian Church, the Harpursville 
and Ouaquaga United Methodist Churches, mem-
bers of the community and AACCO, Inc. contin-
ue to keep food on the tables of people in need. 
North Fenton targeted the children for the summer 
but donates food each month throughout the year. 
“Threads of Love”, a woman’s sewing circle from 
the North Fenton church, made and donated sun-
dresses for girls through the spring and summer. 
School supplies donated by the Harpursville Unit-
ed Methodist Church members, the Colesville Ro-
tary Club and also school supplies purchased by 
the pantry were distributed to the children of the 
pantry with any leftover supplies donated to the 
Harpursville Elementary School. Paper products 
and detergents are also given out at select times of 
the year to help relieve some of the cost of living as 
pantry families cannot use food stamps to purchase 
these products. Bread and pastry products, donated 
by the Price Chopper in Chenango Bridge, are dis-
tributed at each pantry. During the summer months, 
fresh produce donated by Frog Pond is distributed. 
Thank you to Sue and Bill Canfield who go to Frog 
Pond each pantry day to pick up the donated pro-
duce. And thank you to Roger Merrill who picks up 
the bread and pastry everyday to distribute not only 
to the pantry but to various other pantries located 
at churches in Broome County, Chenango County, 
Hallstead and Susquehanna, PA.

The Whitney Titus fund donated money to-
wards a new freezer that we needed to purchase 
this spring. Without help from the churches, foun-
dations, businesses, members of the community, 
the grants from the state, and the space, electric-
ity, and heat donated by the Colesville Volunteer 
Ambulance Service, Inc., the pantry would not be 

able to take care of the 80-90 families served twice 
each month. The Rotary Interact Club (youth from 
7-12th grade) under the supervision of Jim Dalpiaz 
and now Paul Petersen, along with the Colesville 
Volunteer Ambulance squad members, pantry vol-
unteers and members of the community, help to 
serve the 100-120 families that come to the Mobile 
Food Pantry.

A ‘THANK YOU’  CANNOT EXPRESS 
HOW MUCH YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 
IS APPRECIATED!!!

      If you are in need of food, the pantry is open 
the first and third Tuesdays of the month from 10 
a.m.-12 p.m. and 4:30-6:30 p.m. at the red build-
ing on King Rd. (Colesville Volunteer Ambulance 
Service, Inc. building). The requirements are proof 
of residency and identification for each member 
of the household (the pantry serves only Town of 
Colesville residents). The Mobile Pantry is held 
the third Thursday of each month at the same place 
from 12:30 p.m. until the food is gone. No require-
ments; everyone is welcome.

       Monetary donations may be sent to: Coles-
ville Community Pantry, PO Box 62, Harpursville, 
NY 13787 or if your business, church or organi-
zation would like to do a food drive, contact 693-
1228 for drop-offs or pick-up.

     A Mobile Food Pantry is held at the Sani-
taria Springs United Methodist Church every oth-
er month. The next one will be held on November 
13th from 1-2 p.m.

For more information, contact Linda Phelps at 
693-1187.
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Town Clerk Notes

by Tomi Stewart Town Clerk

Credit Card Acceptance 
To better service the Town of Colesville Resi-

dents, the Town has entered into an agreement with 
IMAS, LLC for credit card processing. We are now 
able to accept 

Visa, Master Card or Discover credit card pay-
ments for all transactions.  Please note that if you 
choose this method there is a processing fee paid 
directly by you, the card holder. The flat fixed rate 
is 3 % + $.50 (three percent + fifty cents) added to 
the transaction. This money goes to the credit card 
processing center. 

Changes in Sporting Licenses: 
Beginning February 1, 2014 fishing licenses 

will be valid for one year from the date of purchase. 
No more sporting licenses packages: Sports-

man and Super Sportsman Licenses must be pur-
chased separately. (Season dates remain the same.)

Resident fee changes are as follows: 
Annual Fishing License – current, $29, pro-

posed, $25
Annual Hunting License – current, $29, pro-

posed, $22
Annual Bow Hunting – current, $21, proposed, 

$20
Annual Muzzle loading – current, $21, pro-

posed, $11

Sportsman Education:
Hunter safety classes’ are available on-line by 

visiting http://www.dec.ny.gov/ . 
However a field day demonstrating gun safety 

and handling is necessary.  
Contact NYS DEC below to register.
 
New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation
625 Broadway
Albany, NY 12233-0001
518-402-8013

Newsletter Copies
 If you are reading this newsletter and  reside in 

the Town and did not receive a copy via mail and 
would like to be added to future mailings or would 
like to be taken off our mailing list,  please call 
693-1174 or complete and return the form to:

           Tomi Stewart Town Clerk
            P.O. Box 27
            Harpursville, N Y 13787
           

Please check one of the following:

 The address it was sent to is incorrect
 The name on the address label is incorrect
 I want to view the newsletter on the
    Town’s Website
 I want to be removed from the mailing list.

Name:______________________________
___________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________
 ___________________________________
 ___________________________________
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Town Board Meeting: 1st Thursday 7:00 pm, Town Hall

Planning Board: 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Town Hall

Zoning Board of Appeals: 3rd Thursday 7:30 pm, Town Hall

American Legion: 2nd Tues. 7:00 pm American Legion

American Legion Auxiliary 1st Tuesday 7:00 pm American Legion

Sons of American Legion 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm American Legion

Colesville Historian Advisory Committee: 2nd Monday, 7:00 pm, Town Hall

Colesville Youth Commission: 3rd Wednesday. 6:30 pm Town Hall

Eastern Broome Nutrition Center: Monday – Friday 9:00 am -  2:00 pm Senior Center

Harpursville Board of Education: 2nd & 4th Monday 7:00 pm Elementary School

Harpursville Youth Baseball: 2nd Sunday 7:00 pm American Legion

Harpursville Youth Civic Association, Inc. 1st Monday 7:00pm Harpursville Elementary School

Nineveh Public Library, 3029 State Hwy. 7, P.O. Box 124, Nineveh, NY 13813 Hours:  Mon. -  Thurs. 12:30 pm - 
7:30 pm, Fri. & Sat. 9:00 am - 3:00 pm. Board Meetings: 1st Tuesday at 10:00 am on alternate months 

Old Ouaquaga Historical Society, 3rd Monday 7:00 pm, St. Luke’s’ Museum 

Colesville Volunteer Ambulance Service......693-3379
P.O. Box 62, Harpursville, N Y 13787   
Business Meeting: 1st Wednesday of each month at 8:00  pm
Trainings: 2nd Wednesday and 4th Thursday each month at 
7:00 pm

Colesville Fire District #1...............................693-1454
P.O. Box 245, Harpursville, N Y 13787    
Business Meeting: 1st Monday of each month

Colesville – Windsor Fire District #2............655-1913
P.O. Box  5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting: 2nd Sunday, 7:00 pm, Ouaquaga Fire Co.

Ouaquaga Fire Company...............................655-1913
P.O. Box 5, Windsor, NY 13865
Business Meeting: 3rd Thursday, 8:00 pm, Ouaquaga 
Fire Co.

MEETING DATES TO REMEMBER

EMERGENCY SERVICES CALENDAR

Colesville Fire District #3:

Harpursville Fire Department ......................693-1454
P.O. Box 98, Harpursville, NY 13787
Business Meeting: 2nd Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm
Trainings: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm.

Sanitaria Springs Fire Company...................648-2332
811 NY Rte 7, Port Crane, N Y 13833,   
Business meeting:1st Monday of each month , 8:00 pm
Trainings: other Mondays at 7:00 pm

West Colesville Fire Company.......................693-1001
1305 Colesville Rd. Binghamton, NY 13905  
Business meetings: 2nd Tuesday of each month, 8:00 pm
Training: Tuesday, 9:00 am and 7:00 pm



The Town of Colesville Newsletter is published twice a year: Spring and Fall. 
This  is our 49th edition. If you have any questions or suggestions,  

please contact the editor, Doug Rhodes, or coordinator Tomi Stewart. 
Special thanks to Eastern Broome Senior Center for  putting  it together.
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789 Welton Street, Harpursville, NY 13787  
ColesvilleHighway@echoes.net

Enforcement Officer, Brad McAvoy........................693-1795
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ColesvilleEnforcement@echoes.net

Dog Control Office, Michael Rhodes.......................693-1592
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P.O. Box 166, Harpursville, NY 13787  
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Paul Powell        Town Justice 
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ColesvilleAssessor@echoes.net
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Bob DeMarmels 
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33 Golden Lane, Harpursville 
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