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Town of Colesville 
Town Board Meeting 

September 5, 2012 
 

Minutes of the regular Town Board Meeting of the Town of Colesville held at the Town 
Hall Building, 780 Welton Street, Harpursville, New York, with the following members 
and guests present: 
 
Supervisor    Edward Mosher 
Councilperson    Margaret Wicks  
Councilperson     Glenn Winsor 
Councilperson     Michael Olin 
Councilperson     Stephen Flagg 
 
Town Clerk - Tomi Stewart  
Highway Superintendent – Robert Young 
Code Enforcement- Brad McAvoy  
Town Attorney – Alan Pope 
 
Guests: Doug Rhodes, Jordan Patch, Bonnie Hallick, Katherine Aiken, James Aiken, 
Lee Bronson, Matt Guokas, John Armstrong, Betty Bayles, Barb Brooks, John Brooks, 
Sherry & Kevin Bullis, Michael Gray of Opportunities for Chenango County,   Bernie 
Thoma of Thoma Development  and Chris Maby of Delta Engineers.  
 
Supervisor Mosher called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm, which was followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Mr. Mosher asked for concerns from the floor:  Ms. Bayles asked the Town Board to take 
into consideration the traffic patterns and the area residents when reviewing the 
proposed Petting Zoo to be located Martin Hill Road.  
 
Mr. Mosher asked Enforcement Officer B. McAvoy if he had a list of animals that will 
kept at the zoo; B. McAvoy said no because the site plan review application hasn’t been 
submitted.   
 
Ms. Bayles asked to a see sketch of the proposed zoo; she also made mention of a list 
of local business owners that are in favor of the petting zoo.  
 
Jordan Patch owner and operator of the proposed Petting Zoo said that he understands 
the traffic concerns and that he will do what ever he can to accommodate safe traffic 
patterns. Mr. Patch asked the Board Members if they have reviewed the proposed 
definition to amend the Town’s Land Use Local Law that would a allow Petting Zoo to be 
added to the Schedule of Regulations as a Permitted Use in a Rural Agricultural District.  
He then asked the Board to schedule a public forum during the October meeting to allow 
area residents an opportunity to have input.  
 
Mr. Pope said that the definition was recently revised to include the Planning Board’s 
recommendations, and will be further discussed during the next Planning Board Meeting.  
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Resolution # 80.12 
 
Resolved, that pending the recommendations of the Town of Colesville Planning Board, 
the Town Board hereby schedules a Pubic Hearing to be held on October 4, 2012 to 
consider changing the Schedule of Regulations in a Rural Agricultural District to include 
a Petting Zoo as a Permitted Use in a Rural Agricultural District.   Motion made by  
G. Winsor and seconded by M. Olin.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Lee Bronson of Sanitaria Springs brought up the situation of the rats from his neighbor; 
he said that he was told that the debris left when his neighbor’s house was torn down 
would be cleaned up and he sees nothing is being done.  
 
Mr. Bronson also suggested that because of safety hazards,  the speed limit along Circle 
Drive be reduced to 40 or 45 mph. Mr. Mosher polled the Board: there was a consensus 
that the Supervisor will make a request to reduce the speed limit to NYS DOT.  
 
Councilperson M. Wicks suggested that NY State Police be called and ask that they 
patrol the Sanitaria Springs area to help keep drivers within the speed limit. She further 
noted that several years ago the Town Board asked NYS DOT that all Town roads have 
a speed limit of 45 mph, however the request was denied.  
 
Kevin Bullis, representing residents of Bettsburgh Road said when the road was recently 
graveled it left a height difference between the road and his driveway and he is having 
difficulty pulling out without dragging the exhaust.  He expressed his concerns of having 
so much gravel on the road that after a heavy rain the gravel will wash into his driveway 
and pile up in front of his garage.    He further said that during the grading of the road, 
the top of his blacktop driveway was gouged where his driveway meets Bettsburgh Road 
and asked that repairs be made by the Town.  
 
Barb Brooks also of Bettsburgh Road asked why the oil & stone was removed when it 
worked for so many years. She also expressed her concerns with the depth of the 
ditches. 
 
Highway Superintendent R. Young said that first of all the road is not finished; and he 
agreed that for right now the crown in the road is high but just as soon as the wet spots 
dry they will be able to re-shape and roll with a vibratory  roller  from one end of the road 
to another. Then depending on the temperature and costs either calcium or dust oil will 
be used to minimize the dust. R. Young further said that a town road can only be oiled 
and stoned every ten years (according to the NY State Highway Improvement Program) 
and before the ten years were up the conditions of the road was very poor and it was 
then that the Highway Superintendent decided to put the road back to a gravel state.  
 
Matt Goukas of Perch Pond Road said that during the last Town Board meeting it was 
discussed that a meeting would be scheduled regarding the issues that revolve around 
natural gas drilling; he asked about the progress and for clarification of the meeting.  
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Mr. Mosher said that he is making contact with  Bob Williams and Chris Burger, local 
industry experts and the meeting will be to exchange ideas and to get rid of some of the 
miffs.   
 
Mr. Goukas said one concern he has is that with the open meeting. There will be those 
that are pro-fracking and those that are anti–fracking and we will be going around and 
around with no real accomplishment.  He further said that a small group representing the 
community on both sides of the issue should sit down with experts to deal with specifics.  
  
Mr. Mosher said that it will probably come to that; he is waiting to see what will come out 
of the Governor’s Office. He further stated that with a large group, if it’s run in an orderly 
manner we could find out who is for and who is against natural gas drilling.  
 
Mr. Jones said that he agreed with Mr. Guokas, that more will be accomplished with a 
small group of residents working with field experts compared to a large public meeting.  
 
Mr. Mosher asked for addition comments or concern; hearing none he closed the public 
portion of the meeting at 8:20 pm.  
 
Mr. Bernard Thoma of Thoma Development Consultants said that an applicant has 
qualified to receive funds from the Community Development Block Grant Program; 
however the costs to bring the home up to standard living conditions will be 
approximately $40,000. 00. He introduced Michael Gray of Opportunities of Chenango; 
Mr. Gray said that he has also been working with the same homeowner and through the 
United Way up to $20,000.00 can be used for flood related damage. With the Board’s 
approval and between the two programs, the existing home would be removed and a 
used mobile home could be set up.  
 
Mr. Mosher polled the Board; it was the consensus of the Town Board that the best 
possible solution for the homeowner is to expend up to $25,000 dollars from the CDBG 
program along with the $20,000 dollars from the Opportunities of Chenango program to 
have a used mobile home hooked up and set on a pad.  
 
M. Wicks said that due to previous litigation; she asked Mr. Thoma for a list of possible 
applicants to be reviewed by the Board prior to Thoma’s recommendation.  Mr. Thoma 
said that one of his consultant’s will be reviewing the applicants with B. McAvoy.   
  
Chris Maby of Delta Engineers reported that the Lower Penny Hollow Road project has 
been completed. The Thorn Hill Road project should be finished by the end of the 
month. The Hartz Road project and the Upper Penny Hollow Road project will soon be 
under contract.  
 
Mr. Mosher said that he contacted FEMA with regards to flood reimbursements and 
because of limited personnel; payment for the flood related projects could be as long as 
six months.  G. Winsor questioned when the contractors will be paid.    
Mr. Mosher said that he will look to lenders for a low interest loan.  
 
G. Winsor asked if there has been progress to the Trade Winds Lake Dam.  Mr. Maby 
said, not to his knowledge; the last information he had was that DEC had informed the 
dam owner to design and repair the spill way. The property owner obtained Watson 
Engineers to do the design work.  
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Resolution # 81.12 
 
Resolved that the Supervisor is authorized to make the following transfers: From 
General Surplus to: A3120.4 (Police Contractual) the amount of $161.76;  
A 5132.4(Garage Contractual) (labor consultation) the amount of $2,182.8; A8160.4 
(Refuse and Garbage) the amount of $8,764.44 (BC Landfill 9-2011 flood debris 
[$13,010.80]) and A1440.4 (Engineering Contractual) the amount of $51,505.99 is herein 
approved. Motion made by M. Olin seconded by S. Flagg.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Resolution # 82.12 
 
Resolved, that payment to Chemung Canal Trust, in the amount of $24,652.50, is 
authorized. The third of four (4) payments is due by October 30, 2012. This is for the 
highway department loader. Motion made by G. Winsor and seconded by M. Olin.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Mr. Mosher said the following adjustments to the agreements with Delta Engineers are 
necessary because of the number of flood projects underway and an additional inspector 
is needed.  
 
Resolution # 83.12 
 
Resolved, that Supplemental Agreement # 1 is approved with Delta Engineers in the 
amount of $2,279.53 so as to provide Professional Engineering Services for onsite 
inspection meetings with FEMA, Contractor, Town and part time construction inspection 
services. Motion made by M. Wicks and seconded by M. Olin. 
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Resolution # 84.12 
 
Resolved, that Supplemental Agreement # 2 is approved with Delta Engineers in the 
amount of $2,163.61 so as to provide Professional Engineering Services for additional 
onsite meetings with FEMA and updates to the Town Board; Also part time construction 
inspection services. Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by M. Wicks.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
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Resolution # 85.12 

Resolved, that the attached entitled “Applicant(s) for 2011 CDBG Program, Submission 
B” is herein approved. Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by G. Winsor.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Resolution # 86.12 
 
Resolved,  that a public hearing be held on October 4, 2012 for the review of proposal 
requests for Authorizing Execution and Delivery of Budget Notes: To pay for the 
Thorn Hill Streambank Repair and Roadway Reconstruction Project and Upper Hartz 
Road Streambank repair and Stabilization and Lower Hartz Road Repair Project is 
herein approved. Motion made by G. Winsor and seconded by M. Olin.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
 Highway - R. Young said that the oil and stone work for this year has been 
completed. He asked where we stand with the insurance company on the repairs to the 
salt storage building and to the front of the highway building. B. McAvoy said that he met 
with the insurance adjuster and he will be requesting bids from area contractors to 
replace the siding on the front to the highway building and for the roof of the salt storage 
building. R. Young reiterated that once the wet spots on Bettsburgh Road are dry, the 
road will be honed.  
 
 Enforcement – B. McAvoy reported on the number of Parking Warnings, Order to 
Remedies and the Building Permits issued in August. No Public Hearings are scheduled 
for either the Planning or Zoning Board.  
 
 Youth – M. Olin said that it was a successful season for the softball program and 
that the field hockey program is off to a great start. The next meeting will be held on 
Sept. 19th. 
 
 ZBA – no meeting 
 
 Planning – G. Winsor said that the Planning Board met and approved the site 
plan for the Family Dollar Store. They will be meeting to further discuss changing the 
Schedule of Regulations in a Rural Agricultural District to include a Petting Zoo as a 
Permitted Use in a Rural Agricultural District.  
 
 Historical – 2013 calendars should be available this fall, and map for kiosk at the 
Ouaquaga Bridge is in place.  M. Wicks further said that the guest speaker, also an 
author gave an interesting talk on the diaries of his Dad who lived on Belden Hill, 
between the years of 1917 and 1931.    
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 Parks- M. Wicks said that a complaint was received because of the dirty rent-a –
john during the Doraville Community Day. She has asked D. Niles if he would check the 
rent-a-johns periodically when he is mowing.  
 
Resolution # 87.12 
 
Resolved,  that the Town Board has audited and approved payment of General Fund 
bills # 241 through # 271 totaling $28,662.68, Highway Fund bills # 184 through # 210 
totaling $218,666.11 and CD Housing Grant #264 HR113-09 bills # 3 through # 4 
totaling $7,835.00. Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by S. Flagg.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
General Discussion:  
 
2013 Budget Workshops are scheduled for September 18 & 25, 2012 at 7:00 PM 
 
 
 M. Wicks recommended that a public hearing be held for the Cable Franchise 
Agreement with Adams Cable. Because of the time involved, M. Wicks recommended 
that preparations/negotiations be made before the five year contract with Adams Cable 
Co. is due.  
 
Resolution # 88.12 
 
 Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Colesville hereby schedules a 
Public Hearing to be held on October 4, 2012 to consider the Proposed Cable 
Television Franchise Renewal Agreement between the Town and Adams CATV Inc.” is 
herein approved. Motion made by M. Wicks and seconded G. Winsor.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Resolution # 89.12 
 
 Resolved that the Town Board hereby accepts the bid received from Upstate 
Service Solutions for the removal of brush and to replace with a black plastic chain fence 
along the trailer park side of the Harpur Cemetery and along the front of State Rte 79, 
for a cost not to exceed $1,086.93. Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by S. Flagg.   
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
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Resolution # 90.12 
  
 Resolved that the Town Board hereby accepts the lowest bid received from E. 
W. Gorman Electrical Contracting, Inc. to repair electrical service to the Town Hall for a 
price not to exceed $1,584.01. And to accept the lowest bid from U&W Fence Co., to 
replace the chain link fence around the holding pond behind Mr. & Mrs. Gulley’s property 
for a price not to exceed $2,917.00. The above hail storm damaged will be reimbursed 
by the Town’s insurance Company.  
  
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Motion made by G. Winsor and seconded by M. Olin to approve the minutes of Town 
Board meetings held August 2 & 16, 2012 with the added statement made by  
M. Wicks during the 8/2 meeting;   “M. Wicks spoke of the time when a Landman from 
Chesapeake came to her door and asked her to sign a gas lease, she said that she was 
offered a lot of money, however she refused”.   
 
B. McAvoy mentioned that the new flood plain maps are available for review.  
 
The location of the town hall sign for the front of building was further discussed.  
 
No further business before the Board; Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by  
G. Winsor to adjourn at 9:30 pm.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Tomi Stewart Town Clerk 
Town of Colesville 
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