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Town of Colesville 
Town Board Meeting 

August 2, 2012 
 

Minutes of the regular Town Board Meeting of the Town of Colesville held at the Town Hall 
Building, 780 Welton Street, Harpursville, New York, with the following members and guests 
present: 
 
Supervisor   Edward Mosher  
Councilperson    Margaret Wicks  
Councilperson    Glenn Winsor  
Councilperson    Michael Olin 
Councilperson    Stephen Flagg 
 
Town Clerk - Tomi Stewart  
Highway Superintendent – Robert Young absent 
Code Enforcement- Brad McAvoy  
Town Attorney – Alan Pope  
 
Guests: George Finn, Kenneth Loihle, Donna Billingiere, Don Smith, Sabina Searles, Chris 
Denton, Ron Bailey, Peg Bailey, John Armstrong, Stanley Gluck, Dan Woodruff, Lee Bronson, 
Richard Risoli, Linda Dabulewicz, Matt Guokas, Pat Grant, Tom Grant, Dave Johnson,  
Margaret Goodfellow, Doug Rhodes.   
 
Supervisor Mosher called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm, which was followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 
 

Mr. Mosher asked the Town Attorney to read an e-mail sent by Mr. Mosher to “Binghamton 
Today” with regards to the passing of Resolution # 59.12 during the May 3, 2012 Town Board 
Meeting. The Town Attorney was also asked to read Resolution # 59.12. Printed copies of both 
readings were available to all those interested.  
 
Mr. Mosher said that he is attempting to set up a meeting for those who are opposed and for 
those that are in support of the exploration and development of natural gas.  Because of 
scheduled vacation time the meeting is tentatively set for this September.  
 
Mr. Mosher opened the meeting for public discussion.   
 
Mr. Matt Guokas of the Town of Colesville said that he’s glad that we are getting around to 
setting up a committee and hopes that there will be a broad representation of professionals for 
the people who are for and against the development of natural gas. Mr. Guokas said “I asked 
this Board specifically about two & a half years ago to set up such a committee so we can start 
dealing with these issues early.  He also suggested that the mission of the committee, under the 
leadership of the Town Board, should be to find common ground to deal with the issues locally.  
He continued to say that fracking is a matter that is inevitable, it’s coming and it will be allowed 
in NY State.  We have to find a way to protect those people who have properties and are 
against fracking because of what it may do to their property values and for those who will benefit 
from the development of the natural gas.  
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Mr. Guokas said that he agrees with a recent “Letter to the Editor” published in the Binghamton 
Press.  Whereby a resident of the Town of Chenango who is in opposition of fracking said: 
 

� There is a need for a host community compensation plan.  
� Zoning Laws for fracking with input from the community 
      with regards to the number of wells and land size.     
� Property assessments need to be addressed for those neighboring a gas well or 

compressor station. 
� Contamination; need to have a way to trace where the contamination is coming 

from. 
�  Details on the fluids to be used for fracking.  
 

Mr. Guokas said that he is glad that a committee will be put together, because there has to be a 
way to protect the interest on both sides of the issue.  
 
Mr. Mosher said, “That is exactly what I’m trying to do”.  
 
Mr. Guokas referred to Resolution #59.12 and said that both the Governor and the Legislature 
of NY State have publicly  stated that when fracking goes through they will be selecting areas 
that are in favor of fracking and this resolution in its self is a pro fracking resolution statement; 
setting this town up for fracking. He then said that hopefully the committee will resolve some of 
the major issues that we have to deal with.     
 
Mr. Guokas also referred to the Town’s web-site and noted that an application is available to 
join the Windsor/Colesville Coalition and suggested that there also be a section on the website 
for input from residents on the opposite side.   
 
Mr. Goukas thanked the Town Board.  Mr. Mosher thanked him and said that it is obvious he 
has given this considerable thought and agreed that both sides should be recognized.    
  
Linda Dabulewicz said that one of her major concerns is that the people of the Town of 
Colesville have one vote; to decide one way or another and that those with leases may have 
more property than others, however they too have one vote.  She feels that by not giving the 
community as a whole an opportunity to voice their one vote is a disservice.   She further stated 
that a meeting should have been held months before the resolution was passed; it would have 
given the residence a fair chance as to what was going on.  That is why she is carrying a 
petition asking the Town Board to wait until environmental issues are addressed.  
 
Mr. Mosher agreed that everyone should have one vote. Mr. Mosher asked if she contacted her 
State & Local representatives’; her reply was yes by telephone and e-mails and has received no 
reply.     
 
Dan Woodruff said that he supports the resolution and thanks the Board for it.  
 
Stanley Gluck said that is seems like the gist of the resolution is that the Board wants to rely on 
the State while the State wants to rely on the local municipalities. We may be giving up a right 
that we should think about maintaining. Mr. Mosher said that it seems like they have taken 
powers away from local government; only right we have is maintaining our roads. A few years 
ago a decision was made in Washington that the chemicals used for fracking doesn’t have to be 
made public.    
 
Lee Bronson said that it doesn’t really matter if our Town decided to drill or not to drill; if a 
neighboring town allows drilling, the natural gas will be extracted from under the Town of 
Colesville, and therefore we will lose out.   
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The date for the public meeting was discussed but was not established. Mr. Finn said that the 
problem with a meeting such as this is that there are no real distinctions to substantiate fact 
from fiction.  
  
John Armstrong is in support of the Board adopting Resolution #59.12 
 
Jim Worden said that he supports the Board’s decision. One thing he has learned is that the 
natural gas debate is polarizing and very emotional; the Coalition does support every single 
person’s decision. He said that he has spoken with many residents in the Town of Colesville, 
including those that are pro and against drilling and he finds that the majority of residents are in 
support of responsible gas drilling. Mr. Worden also said that the goal of the Coalition is 
responsible gas drilling; there are approximately 1,700 land owners with approximately 80,000 
acres of land in the Windsor/Colesville Coalition, with an average land size of 36 to 37 acres per 
parcel.  Mr. Worden further said that the coalition supports the Town Board and will support any 
further action that the Board wants to take.  
 
Mr. Guokas questioned the Road Use Agreement between the Town and Delta Engineers.  
 
Mr. Pope said that the agreement for Delta Engineers is to survey the roads as the drilling 
activities begin not necessarily at the onset of drilling.    
 
Councilmember G. Winsor said that the surveys will be done in a timely manor, to include only 
the roads that will be used by the gas drillers and haulers because the road conditions are 
always changing.  
 
Mr. Guokas also questioned the status of Bettsburgh Road, he said that a few months ago he 
was told that the gradall was down, therefore the road couldn’t be repaired at that time; since 
then,  conditions of the road has become even more dangerous.  
 
Mr. Gluck referred to the most recent heavy rains and loud rumbling noise; he further said that 
the next morning he read about a fire in Windsor at a compressor station caused by a release of 
gas and a strike of lightening.  
 
Chris Denton, Counsel for the Windsor/Colesville Coalition said that during a recent heavy 
storm in Elmira a tornado touched down and he too heard a loud rumbling noise, and thought 
that maybe it was the same storm Mr. Gluck referred to.  
 
Pat Grant referred to the e-mail sent by Mr. Mosher and she reiterated that if she had known 
that Resolution #59.12 was going to be discussed she would have stayed to the end of that 
meeting. She also said that gas drilling may bring jobs to the area however the positions will be 
short term. She then questioned how the gas infrastructure would be taxed.  
 
How the State will tax the natural gas was briefly discussed.   Mr. Denton said that it will be an 
advalorem tax or a severance tax. It was decided that this should be further discussed at 
another time.   
 
The water quality and the EPA results in Dimock, PA were discussed.  
 
Mr. Denton discussed a Thesis Statement that has been done on ground water well testing in 
Otsego County, where there has been no gas drilling; and the findings were that there is a wide 
distribution of natural methane gas under the earth’s surface.  
 
Ms. Dabulewicz stated that she is an Organic Farmer; she commented on the amount of natural 
gas and sulfur that was found when she had a 400’ well drilled; she continues to say that “you 
may have the right to drill on your property; but should that well have a disruption and pollute my 
property; I have the right to have clean air and clean water to use on my farm”. 
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Mr. Denton said that about 4 years ago a Steering Committee and the Coalitions did a lot of 
homework and the reason that 80,000 acres of land is still off the market today is because they 
are asking for environmental protection (unless they do it right, we don’t want a lease). The 
Coalition was put together to protect landowners, and to stop the practice of bad leasing 
because so many people were left out to dry.     Mr. Denton further said the Environmental 
Impact Statement is much better today because of Jim Worden and Glenn Winsor. The goal of 
the Coalition is to develop the resource but not at the expense of the land or of clean water. He 
concluded saying, “The thrust of the Coalition is to have clean air and water before, during and 
after drilling”.  
 
Mr. Finn said that 4 years ago he was offered more money than he would see in his life time, 
but when he asked the Landman for accountability and liability, (he wanted to know the facts); 
they quickly disappeared.” He said our land means more to us than a few bucks.   Just because 
someone is in support of the industry, doesn’t mean we don’t want it done safely.   
 
Wild Cat Drilling was discussed amongst the guests; Mr. Denton said that the structural way in 
which oil and gas will work in NY State, effectively prevents these worries.  
 
M. Wicks said that Ed Mosher is against the development of natural gas and if he thought that 
Resolution #59.12 was pro natural gas he would not have voted for it. She also said that this 
Board is doing all that it can do to be proactive;  our Town was one of the first Town’s in Broome 
County to adopt a Road Use Agreement and a Noise Ordinance. M. Wicks also said that she 
and the Planning Board had been working on a Commercial Wind Turbine Local Law, when in 
February of this year NY State passed their own law that allows these commercial farms to be in 
place according to the state’s guidelines, therefore taking authority away from local 
municipalities.  
 
M. Wicks also said, “I think we can all carry the same banner; instead of going to Albany-anti 
and then across the street pro, why can’t we hold the banner, safe-responsible-drilling. “How 
easy is that, not only for our Town, but for the County and for the State”? M. Wicks spoke of the 
time when a Landman from Chesapeake came to her door and asked her to sign a gas lease, 
(offered her a lot of money and she refused).  (added upon approval during 9/6).  
 
Richard Risoli said that if you assume that these people are going to lie and cheat, 99 times out 
of 100, you are going to be right.  
 
Mr. Finn said that what we are relying on is government oversight.  
 
Mr. Denton said that the Coalition is about education, educating both side of the issue. And that 
each person has to be responsible for decisions they make.  
 
Ms. Dabulewicz asked if we can have an unbiased hydrologist come and talk. She wants to 
know that, if a well above her land is developed, that there will be no contamination and she will 
be able to earn an income from her organic farm.  
 
Mr. Goukas offered a name of a Geologist out of Cornell that has put together findings of 
potential outcomes from gas drilling in NY State.  
 
Mr. Denton said that there is a schism between Cornell Departments.  
 
Ms. Grant said that one thing that she has learned from statistics is that what ever you want to 
believe you can show.   
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Mr. Gluck questioned whether or not NY State has the personnel for proper oversight and said 
that we need to retain authority and not give the state carte blanche and then suggested that 
Resolution #59.12 be rescinded.  
 
Mr. Mosher asked if there are other concerns not related to fracking; Lee Bronson asked the 
Board for the status in cleaning up of the property on Circle Dr. and also the removal of debris 
from where the house was torn down and the debris was left on site. B. McAvoy said that he 
has talked with Mr. John Bronson and they will be meeting at the waste site on Depot Street.  
B. McAvoy said that the majority of items have been removed from the property on Circle Drive;  
he listed the items that remain in the yard and said that these items are being used by the 
owners.   
 
Councilmember M. Wicks asked B. McAvoy to take pictures for comparison.  
 
Mr. Mosher asked B. McAvoy if he has asked Broome County for assistance in having the 
owner remove the debris from the Circle Drive property.   Brad said no because it’s not raw 
garbage.  
 
Hearing no additional comment or concerns, Mr. Mosher thanked everyone for coming and 
closed the public portion of the meeting at 8:30 pm.  
 
Councilperson S. Flagg asked if the following proposals were in compliance and verified by 
Delta Engineers, Mr. Mosher said “yes”.  
 
Resolution # 72.12 
 
Resolved that per the bids submitted on July 5, 2012,and the recommendation of consulting 
engineer “Delta Engineers” that the bid of ZMK is accepted at bid price of $21,751.00 for 
Penny Hollow Road Creek Streambank (PW # 140-4602).Motion made by G. Winsor and 
seconded by M. Wicks.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Resolution # 73.12 
 
Resolved that per the bids submitted on July 5, 2012,and the recommendation of consulting 
engineer “Delta Engineers” that the bid of ZMK is accepted at bid price of $224,762.00 for 
Thorn Hill Streambank and Roadway (PW # 140-4606). Motion made by G. Winsor and 
seconded by M. Wicks 
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Resolution # 74.12  
 
Resolved, that the attached entitled “A Resolution Directing County of Broome To Pay All Sales 
Tax Revenues Directly to the Town of Colesville to be Used for Any Town Purpose” is herein 
approved. Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by S. Flagg.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
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Councilperson G. Winsor asked what our participation is in the following plan.  B. McAvoy said 
that its five year plan coupled with Broome County and other municipalities; we need to report 
the clearing of creeks and culverts; participation is necessary in order to receive funding from 
FEMA for pre-disaster mitigation.  
 
Resolution # 75.12 
 
Resolved, that the Town of Colesville will participate in the Broome County Hazard Mitigation 
Plan Update. Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by G. Winsor.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
Resolution # 76.12 
 
Resolved, that the following transfer be made: From Historical Savings to General Fund the 
amount of $3,293.00. (Voucher # 233 Abstract # 8) (for purchase of sign for concerts from the 
Titus Foundation contribution). Motion made by S. Flagg and seconded by M. Olin.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
 
Resolution # 77.12 
 
Resolved, that per the recommendation of Tomi Stewart Town Clerk, disposition of records in 
accordance with NYS Archive Local Government Retention and Disposition schedule per the 
attached list is herein approved. Motion made by G. Winsor and seconded by M. Olin.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
 Highway – no report 
 
 Enforcement- B. McAvoy reported on the number of Building Permits and Order to 
Remedies Violations issued in July.  The Page Hearing is scheduled for the Supreme Court, 
 Mr. Pope gave an update of the proceedings; and even though the property is almost in 
compliance with our Local Law, it was the census of the Board to proceed for a Court Order.  
 
S. Flagg referred to an e-mail received and asked if the water problem has been addressed.   
B. McAvoy said that the problem began last year and that the owner of the Trailer Park is 
working to correct the problem by replacing the well.  
 
Youth - M. Olin said that the softball program is going well.     
 
Historical - M. Wicks said that the Historical Advisory Committee meeting was very interesting.  
 Also the location of the new concert announcement sign was discussed.   
 
Planning – G. Winsor reported that the Planning Board reviewed and approved the Site Plan for 
the Family Dollar Store pending recommendations from the County’s 239 review with regards to 
NY State’s DOT.  They also discussed and reviewed the land use definitions for the petting zoo.  
 
ZBA- no meeting 
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Resolution # 78.12 
 
Resolved that the Town Board has audited and approved payment of General Fund bills # 
207 through # 240 totaling $34,501.89, Highway Fund bills # 162 through # 183 totaling 
$44,578.27 and CD Housing Grant #264 HR151-11 bills # 2 totaling $1,500.00 (Draw down # 2). 
Motion made by M. Olin and seconded by M. Wicks.  
  
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
General Discussion:  
 
The Adams Cable Franchise Agreement was discussed; Mr. Pope said that the agreement has 
been sent to Adams Cable for their approval.   
 
It was the consensus of the Board to follow the recommendations of Highway Employee Jim 
Bugler to re-paint and replace the supporting posts of the Town Sign in the front of the Town 
Hall. 
 
B. McAvoy asked Mr. Pope if he received any additional correspondence from the Administrator 
handling the estate of the Blumberg property located on Dilly Road, Mr. Pope said that he has 
not but he will continue his attempts.  
 
Motion made by M. Wicks and seconded by M. Olin to approve the Minutes of Town Board 
Meeting held on July 5, 2012.  
 
Adopted  Ayes  5 Winsor, Olin, Mosher, Flagg, Wicks 

     Noyes          0 
 
No further business before the Board. 
 
Motion made by M. Wicks and seconded M. Olin by to adjourn at 9:05 pm. 
  Carried.  
Respectfully submitted by  
 
Tomi Stewart Town Clerk 
Town of Colesville  


